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CHRISTIANITY 
en Not Founded on - 


ARGUMENT, Oc. 

1 Little imagined I ſhould ever have found 

Cauſe of Regret from any Converſatio 
with you. On every Subject that occurrec 
to our Conſideration you acquitted yourſelf 
always, as I thought, fo judiciouſly, and fo 


great! to my Satisfaction, as made me promiſe 
mytelf the moſt comfortable Enjoyment of your 


wing Genius. But theſe flatreritig Prelages 


ave been much check'd of late, and receiv*d a 
very NK Alloy from the * of our 
laft Meeting: The Subject of the World where 
it is the moſt material to think right, where it is 


indeed of the moſt tremendous Conſequence” to 


be miſtaken. What are all your ingenious Diſco- 
veries of ſpeculative Truths, which at beft ferve 
but to entertain and amuſe the Imagination, i 
in the main Pont, in the one Eſſential Truth you 
are ſtil] ro ſeek ? There only it's that Ignorance 
and Error are fatal, and Knowledge truly of Im- 
'portance. And had you befides e in any 
ranch of human Science, your penetrating Rea- 
fon would, in all Probability, have recovered 


and fer you right again ; but here, be affured, it 
* | A. 2 wilt” * 5 
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will have no ſuch effect, as proudly as you inſiſt 
upon its admired All-ſufficiency. For you told 
me, (your Words, made, too ſad an, Impreſſion 
for me eaſily to forget them) That + your own 
% Reaſon was the only Guide you could de- 
4 pend upon to come at the Knowledge of every 
* Thing your Maker deſigu'd you ſhould know; 
<<. that they, who pretended to vote this Principle 
& unſecure, reflected highly on the Wiſdom and 
Equity of its Author; that, for your dyn Part, 
<« you had not that impious Notion of the Su- 
e preme Being, to diſtruſt ne Conſequence of 
4 your ſincere Endeavours to pleaſe him, or to 
© 1magine, that you might innocently. tamper 
« with your Reaſon to the Prejudice of your 
« eternal Happineſs 3. that-if our own Hearts did 
* not condemn. us, we muſt needs have a juſt Con- 
« fidence towards Cod; —— that a Man could 
« evidently never be jealous enough of Opinions 
«. contracted by Education, and made ſacred by 
Habit; that he could never be too induſtrious 
in improving his Suſpicions of Things his own 
« Reaſon. had no Share in introducing; accord- 
« ingly, that to ſhake Hands fairly with all we 
<«< had been taught, was the: firſt Step to be ta- 
« ken if ever we meant to be fixed on any Ra- 
e tional Perſuaſion, ſince every one's Tutor 
te could not be in the right; and there was no 
Mark of Diſtinction poſſibly to be found with 
* out taking Matters into our own Hands, begin- 
4 ning Things entirely again, and boldly ſetting 
« up 4 ourſelves.” —— A Romantick Sally of 


Youth, and Flouriſh of Philoſophy! or in the 
ſacred Phraſe, . Profane and Vain, Babbling | 
It is but too eaſy, my Friend, to ſee your 
Meaning, when you triumph thus in an entire 
Releaſe from the Prejudices of Education ;, this 
has been the common plauſible Style of the more 
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modeſt Profeſſors of Infidelity through all Ages, 
and is a Language generally well underſtood. If 
this therefore be the Card you deſign to ſteer by, 
u muſt not depend too certainly upon the Af. 
iſtance of Faith to conduct you, or making Hea- 

ven your aſſured Port. 
If once you allow yourſelf in Doubting, I will 


take upon me to anſwer for the Conſequence, that 


vou never will well believe; if once you come 
fairly to your propoſed Situation for proving all 


Things, be aſſured, that you will never bold faſt 


any Thing. To offer to fit down to examine, 


ſeems to me to be abſolutely giving up the Cauſe 
of Religion, and defiring me to diſpute, to be 
begging the Queſtion. For, is it not moſt ab- Diþure, 


ſord to require a Belief, if previous Examination 


be requiſite? If Scepticiſm be this neceſſary Qua- 


lification for the obtaining of a true Faith, how 


can we ever be ſecure that it ſhall not improve 


into direct Unbelief? If Doubting be at all ad- 


mitted, Conviction can never, ſure, with any 
Propriety, be inſiſted on. Conviction is a dubious 
and uncertain Conſequence wherever there is 


Ground for Debate, and therefore not to be pro- 


miſed for, any more than any other Contingency. 


If I am once left free to examine, I can by no 
means be tied up in the Iſſue. It is in its on 


Nature a neceſſary and independent Event, under 


no Influence of mine, where I have no Power to 


interpoſe to direct its Courſe or Operations, or any 
farther Intereſt” or Concern, than merely as a 


Looker-oͤn. 

Forgive the Freedom of my Zeal, when 1 
tell you plainly, that you know not what manner 
V Spirit yon are of. There is no Medium be- 


twixt belieying and not believing. If, as J ap- 
pn you, you do indeed intend to wave all 
eligion till your Reaſon is ſatisfied about it, 


[ 
45 A 3 know, 


(6) 


A Sj" know, that from the very Moment of that Re- 

pu ſolution, fo long you a | 

poftacy in Chriſtianity, and renounce. your Baptiſmal-Vow, 

oze bajti- A ſtrange Method this ! to turn one's Back upon 

zed. Religion in order to meet it, to diſcard it as a 
means to commence Acquaintance. Alas ! Sir, 


to have your Mind thus in Equilbrio is rank Inti- 


delity. Our Saviour has expreſly aſſured us, that 
he looks upon a Seeker as Anti-chriſt profeſt, and 
that be tbat is not with him, is againſt bim. 
By this Time your Philoſophical Zeal is alarm- 

ed, and you are earneſt to interrupt me with a 
thouſand plauſible Queries to ſtop my Career. 


You have another pompous' Lefture, no doubt, 


ready preperen upon the Occaſion to enforce 
your firſt Sentiment, to inſiſt ſtrenuouſly ſtill upon 
the Juſtice of your Examining- Scheme, and the 
Neceſſity of coming indifferent to a fair Trial. 
Be patient, however, for one Moment, and it is 
poſſible I may give you all the Satisfaction you 
can deſire in that Article, without any of your 
Interpoſition; tis poſſible I may anticipate the 
Subſtance of the very Argument you propoſe, 
and become. myſelf your unexpected Advocate 
on the Point. For never believe but I am con- 
vinced, as well as you, that Opinions founded on 
Prejudice and Ignorance, are not. that Truth 
which the Goſpel requires at our Hands; that 
the Tales of our Nurſes. (to uſe your own. Stile) 
are by no means that Kind of Knowledge wherein 


Sandeth eternal Life. Is it yet farther evident to 


me, that where Reaſon is to determine the 
Cauſe, ſhe muſt be left to herſelf to determine 
fairly; chat it is the greateſtInjuſtice and Mockery 
to invite her to give Sentence, where there have 
been Practices before - hand, and are Practices ſtill 
continued to obſtruct or limit her Influence. 


Thus far it ſeems then I readily agree with you 


ally apoſtatize fram 
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in all your Preliminaries in behalf of Reaſon and 


her Rights, but you will defer building too much 


upon the Conceſſion, till you hear the Ground I 
profeſs for this Agreement z which is, my look- 
ing upon the Subject before us to be abſolutely 
out of her Juriſdiction. I am fully perſuaded, 
that the judging at all of religious Matters is not 
the proper Province of Reaſon, or indeed an Af- 
fair where ſhe has any Concern. This is the 
great Point in which at preſent we differ, and 
wherein I would, if poſſible, obtain your Con- 
currence. Your boat 


mean, that your Aſſent to Revealed Truths 
ſhould be founded upon the Conviction of your 
Underſtanding. That Work once happily ef- 
fected, and the Way, if it may be, well cleared 
in your Mind by the Detection of its miſtaken 
Principles, I ſhould make it my next earneſt 


Buſineſs, as due, to endeavour the ſupplying of 


the Deficiency, and providing you ſome better 
Account of the Matter, ſome fitter and more ef- 
fectual Principle of ſaying Knowledge in its 
Stead. For the attaining of which Purpoſe, I can 
think of no readier Method, than by attempting 
to ſhew you, 

Firſt, That Reaſon, or the intellectual Faculty, 
could not poſſibly, both from its own Nature and 
that of Religion, be the Principle intended by 
God to lead us into a true Faith. | 

Secondly, That neither is it ſo in Fact from the 
plain Account given us of it in Holy Scripture. 
Z And, Thirdly, By. tracing plainly _ the 

ame indiſputable Authority what it poſitively is, 
and by — rt pg bed 
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ted rational Faith is what I Nu 
would fain ſhew you to be a falſe, unwarranted 47 f, 5 
Notion of your own, and without the leaſt Ground 7; 


to ſupport it, either in Nature or Revelation. Iz: 


Becauſe 
required to 
think all 
alike. 


(8) 


Means to come at the Knowledge of Divine 


Truths. | 1 | = 
In the firſt Place, then, Can it be by the Ex- 
erciſe of their Reaſon that Men can be required 
to think all alike ? The youngeſt Pupil of Philo- 
ſophy would ſtart at the Propoſition, and there- 
fore I ſhould not on any other Occaſion offer to 
propoſe ſuch a Queſtion to you. You underſtand 
too well what the Principle of Reaſon is to ex- 
ct any ſuch Conſequence from it; nay, not to 
be certain of its producing a direct contrary Ef- 
fect. A Thinker of a much lower Degree of 
Proficiency would diſdain, very juſtly,” to beſtow 
a ſecond Thought upon ſo prepoſterous a Scheme, 
as that of Unity in Opinion propoſed to be effect- 
ed by Reaſoning. He ſees readily at firſt View, 
that the different Light Things appear in to dif- 
ferent Men, muſt neceſſarily create a different 
Senſe of Things; that an Infinity of .SeZs (as 


they are called) is but the natural and unavoid- 


Threatned 
into Conſe- 
quences pre- 
ſeribed. 


able Conſequence of every Man's thinking for 
himſelf ;/ that from the very Notion of ſpecula- 
tive Enquiry, and the immenſe Variety of hu- 
man Underſtandings, Private Judgments muſt of 
courſe run into the greateſt Latitude. | 
In the next Place, with what Regard, with 
what Patience rather, can one of this Claſs be 
ſuppoſed to attend to Queſtions propounded to 
him, under the Reſtraints of Threats and Autho- 
rity, to be talked to of Danger in his Deciſions, 
and have the Rod held out with the Leſſon, to 


have Propoſitions tendered to his Reaſon with 


Penalties annexed ? His Reaſon, ever neceſſitated 


to determine juſt as ſhe does of herſelf, and by 
her Nature incapable either of paying Compli- 
ments, or giving Offence... He is conſcious: all 


the while that he has no ſuch free Vote to diſpoſe 


of, and therefore diſdains, with all Juſtice, an At- 
| tempt 


— — 


(9) 


ne % tempt equally weak and unjuſt, of frightning 

=p aiim into a Compliance out of his Power. 

a» . 8 Thefe would be all ſo many groſs and palpable 

ed | Abſurdities upon the Face of ſuch a Commiſſion, 

o- [M if 3 were intended to be made 

re- buy it to the Underſtanding. For that it is not I 

to mall endeavour yet farther to evince by looking a 

nd little into Life and Practice upon the Occaſion, 

X= 3 by tracing this Faith to it's known Original, and 

8 | pointing directly to the great Root whence all 
1 our religious Impreſſions notoriouſly ſpring. By 

of | aſking you farther, Can a Man be baptized Ordered to 
yy | into a rational Religion? Where is Reaſon con- C bir 
nt cerned when Babes accept the Terms of Salvation 
&& 1 by Deputy, and are entitled to all the Privileges 

w; | of the moſt extenfive Faith by another's Act? 
1 By the Baptiſmal Ceremony, they commence 
4 true | Believers at once, and are made Heirs of 

as Heaven, you know, by the Faith of their Bondſ- 
d- men, whilſt as yet they have not the leaſt Share 
or or Symptom of Underſtanding themſelves, and 


may in all Poſſibility never live to attain one ; 
and which, if they had at the Time, I know not 
yet how they could well give a rational Aſſent by 
Proxy. Yet ſuch is the Pleaſure and Ordinance 
of God himſelf in this Point. And would he, 
is it probable, have ever laid a Foundation of 
Belief for us, and at the ſame time have made it 
our Duty to ſubvert it? For the very firſt Leſſon 
of Philofophy, the firſt Step towards the Uſe of 
our Reaſon, is to explode (as you contend, and 
very deſervedly) under the Name of Prejudice, 
all the Effect of our Education, which it is now, 
on the contrary, the Command of our holy Re- 
ligion, that we ſhould. induſtriouſly cultivate and 
improve; cultivate, in a Method conformable 
exactly to that of its ĩmplanting, by Application 
3 | I 


for it. 


( 40)) 
of Prayer, not of Reaſon, A freſh Inſtance 
from the manner of its Culture, that Reaſon was 
to have originally no Share in making the Graft, 
We are te pray for Encreaſe of our Faitb. 
Had we been expected to have contributed to its 
Eſtabliſhment by any Endeavours or Pains of 
our own, we might have had Cauſe to ſuſpect yet 


farther, that the Ground · word too was to be ſome- 


thing wherein we were to be ourſelyes Acceſſa- 
ries: But if Prayer be the effectual Means propo- 
{ed for the attaining the Perfection of our Faith, 
there is a ſtrong Preſumption too that our La- 
bours of every other Kind were to be ſpared 
throughout the whole Progreſs ; and that it was 
to be introduced after a like manner by Methods 
Purely Divine, and without any of our Aſſiſ- 
tance. - That we are to addreſs ourſelves to 
Heaven to inculcate the full Complement of our 
Belief, will help us to a juſt and uniform Ac- 
count of its whole Nature, whilſt it points readi- 
ly back to its Source of Baptiſm 3 our being to 


look upwards for the Completion of the Hleſ- 


ſing. muſt ſerve ſufficiently to. aſcertain its Ori- 
ginal, and convince us, that its firſt Seeds can be 
of no human Extraction. For is it poſſible that 
we can conceive how Reaſon can ever found ſuch 
a Faith as Grace can ſecond or add to? Encreaſe 
of Evidence is the only Acceſſion to be made to 
rational Perſuaſion. What a conſiſtent Prayer 
Give us, O Lord, from Heaven, by thy parti- 


„ cular Aſſiſtance, a larger Degree of that Faith, 


* which we have altcady attained in part from the 
< ugtural and ordinary Means of Conviction, and 
tha Conſideration of the Evidence. | 
It is impoſſible, ſurely, when we conſider to 
whom we muſt aſeribe them, that any ſuch ab- 
ſurd Schemes can any longer be ſuppoſed, that 
vonn over imagine, that the great Author and 
„ 64 ER Ks Finiſher 
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Finiſher of our Faith ſhould have contrived us 
an irrational one, to be afterwards ſuperſeded, or 
even confirmed by a rational one. 

In what Light muſt a Rationaliſt — regard 
all Application by Prayer for the confirming and 
continuing us fedfaſt in the Faith, and the diſ- 
avowing, in the Fulneſs of our Conviction, all fu- 
ture Uſe of Reaſon for our Security? What is all 
this Practice in yourSenſe, but plainly the wilfull 
ſoliciting our favourite Prejudices ? What is all 
this meritorious Perſeverance which we ſo ear- 
neſtly affect, but a Blind and fooliſh Obſtinacy tg 
a preſent Notion, if we have no better an Autho- 
rity than that of our own Reaſon to fix us? And, 
in Fact, ſo ſtrictly is this irrevocable Conſtancy 
in our Profeſſion, this utter Deafneſs to all farther 
Solicitation for Diſcipleſhip, required of all Chriſ- 
tians, that we are warned, though even an Ange 


from Heaven were to 2 any new Doctrine 
E 


to us, to give not the leaſt Heed or Credit to his 
Pretenſions. And yet what is there in the utmoſt 
of Reaſon's Aſſurances to falſify or confront ſuch 
a Preacher? What is there that the Nature of any 
external Evidence can / poſſibly afford us, that 
has not more than a Balance in ſuch an Autho- 
rity? Had God indeed deſign'd that Reaſon ſhould 
beat allemployed upon theſe Occaſions, he would 
never, we may depend on. it, have thus enjoin'd 
Things which he knew muſt abſolutely deſtroy 
the Effect of it. If the Aﬀent he required were 
to be a rational one, it would be highly wicked 
and unjuſt to prepoſſeſs Mens tender Minds in 
any Manner before they came to the full Uſe of 


their rational Faculties, But now that we ate 2, 
actually commanded with early Diligence to re- lt 1 


tain our Children as ſo. many ſure Votaries to the 


re 
Cauſe we profeſs ourſelves, it i$ wee that a ratio- S 


nal Aſſent is by no Means calculated for, or ex- 
£* Has *** 


. . 
&ed at out Hands. For, ſure, you will never 
ay a Man has ſtill the Uſe of his Reaſon improv- 
ing upon him to aſſiſt him afterwards in the ra- 
tifying or reverſing of his Parents Inſtructions as 
he ſhall judge fit, when'thoſe very Inſtructions 
have all along taken Care (or elfe they have been 
doing nothing) to repreſent all future Diſcoveries 
and Alterations as ſomething beyond Meaſure 
heinous and deteſtable. And what a perverſe 
Apoſtate would he in Fact be looked upon, who, 
upon Notice from. his Sureties of the Conditions 
they had engaged him in, ſhould ever think of 
appealing, or making any farther Search for the 
Certainty of that Knowledge in which he had been 
inſtruted, and poſitively refuſe to ſtand to what 
they had done in his Name, till they had laid the 
Grounds and Reaſons of their Proceedings before 
him to his Satisfaction? And yet there is not cer- 
tainly, as you fay, one ſingle Argument from 
Reaſon Why a Man ſhould not return of courſe 
to Neutrality the firſt Moment he begins to think 
for himſelf. Neutrality! a Term ever of the 
juſteſt Horror and 2 5 8 in the Ears of the 
true Believer, in whoſe Account all Suſpence and 
Queſtioning upon the Subject amount to a pe- 
remptory and impious Denial. And yet nothing 
is more evident in itſelf, or more readily by all 
allowed than what you aſſert, that no Party is 
qualified to be a Judge, and that to examine fair- 
ly, we muſt come unprejudiced and indifferent 
to the Examination. en in the very 
Term implies a Suſpence of Conviction; and 
therefore If Religion admits at all of Examina- 
tion, it muſt neceſſarily admit lĩkewiſe of (at leaſt 
a temporary) Piſbelicf The rational Chriſtian, | 


lows whoever he be, muſt of courſe have originally ſer 


— —— —— — 


out” a Sceptic, and heſitated for a Time, even 
Whether that Goſpel were true or falſe. Tell 
. | me 


wor ww 
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Evidence happens never to take the Effect) can a 


take upon him to ſettle the laſt lawful Point of 


(13) 
me then, .I; beſeech you, you that contend ſo | 
earneſtly for a rational Belief, ſince the firſt Mo- | 
tions of Doubt are, it ſeems, but neceſſary Pre- | 
tives in your Scheme, and therefore not in 
themſelves criminal, by what Authority (if the 


— << 


Man be obliged ever to be reſolved ? If a Man may, 

nay ..muſt, diſbelieve a While for Information's 

ſake, Why may he not even diſbelieve for ever 

on for Want of due Information? If Doubting Sling 
be indeed one Moment allowable, who ſhall al- P 
certain the preciſe Time for ſumming up the Eyi- cc ar. 
dence, and pronouncing, Sentence? Who ſhall 


Heſitation, making the proper Indulgence to the 
tardy Apprehenſion, and exacting a more ready 
Deciſion, from the more capable? For all this 
reaſonable Allotment of Time in Proportion to 2nd {ly 
their ſeveral Abilities, Men muſt innocently take 7? . 7 
who are to work out their Salvation by the Uſe 3 
of their Reaſon: They muſt be permitted to ac- 
quaint themſelves fully and perfectly with the 
Merie of the Cauſe, before they can be expect- 
ed to form maturely, and give in their impor- 
tant Determinations upon it; and the more fair 
and ſevere the Scrutiny, the more Time it muſt 
neceſſarily coſt them: The very Integrity of the 
Examiner will be the natural Impediment to his 
Diſpatch... B 100 t 

Now if this be the Caſe, that a Man muſt go 
thus long without his religious Determinations, it 
will, think, be ſomething very difficult to prove 
them neceſſary at all; ſince tis probable, , they, Rat 
may now come too late to anſever the End for which 7% = 
they were deſigned, . For let us aſk our ſelves, 1 | 
What is the propoſed Uſe and Purpoſe. of this gb 1 
Faith required? bs it not 4 influence our AFions, regulate 
and dirett our Conduit through. Life? And when 1, 

| h 2 ve. 


- 
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have we. more Occaſion for ſuch a Monitor than 
ar the Cxiſis when our Paſſions are moſt prevalent, 
Mm thoſe early Years when Reafon is leaſt able to 
forth her Judgments in our Aſſiſtance? The Uſe 
of Faith is to enable us t overcome” the World. 
But what ſhall become of this promiſed Victory, 
if the Conteſt muſt be io long depending; and 
if we muſt be fo long taken up with fring on our 
Armour ? Mean time the Powers of Datknefs, 
and our own Corrupt Diſpoſitions, will be fatally 
gaining Ground upon us every Day, long before 
this boafted Ally can have. raiſed her Forces to 
come in to our Protection, or be qualified in any 
Degree to deal with them. Our Paffions will be 
ehand with our Reaſon, in ſpite of all her 
Pretenfiotis, The Habits of Vice will be taking 
deep Root the while, let her Preparations be ne- 
ver ſo expeditious, or her Motions never ſo 
watchful to oppofe them; they muſt needs have 
got the Start in their Advances, before ſhe c 
by her Nature, have made any cotifiderdble Pro- 
grels in thoſe ſalutary Difcoverits, which ate to 
regulate or ſubdue them. Now for want of this 
timely Notice, and the Secret of diſtinguiſbing, 
we may more than probably have embark'd in 
wrong Meaſures at ſetting out, and be loft in the 
Power of Habit beyond Recovery, before we 
know where we are. Unprovided of all reftram- 
ing Conſiderations, and at a Loſs for à better 
Guide, we ſhall, of courſe, give up outſelves 
wholly to our natural Biaſs, and the of In- 
clination; and when we have lived the beſt Part 
ol our Tives thus at Adventure, and ftrayed fo 
fur withour the Leſſons of this ſage Counſellor, 


they will'go near, when they arrive, to find us 


"wp | 


actually engaged already, and beyond the Power 
t, to retrieve.” For want of the early 
_ Intelligence, we may be mnocently a 
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(15) 
the moſt horrible Degrees of Guilt before we can 
be better informed; ſo that if we have not the 


Benefit of theſe Inſtructions at firſt, it will be to 


very little Purpoſe to have them at all. As long 
as we ate debating the Genuineneſs of our Rule, 
we have no Tie upon us to reſpect its Authority, 
no Inducement topay it any Degree of Obedience 
or Conformity in our Practice, till it has gained a 
ſuffieient Eſtabliſhment and Root in our Opinion. 
Our Actions, if our acquired Faith be to preferibe 
to them, can be under no Direction or Reſtraint 
till the Proceedings of Reaſon have ſettled the 
Standard for Conſcience, and ſatisfied her what 


her Obligations are in thoſe Points. Now what 
à random Conduct this muſt produce with regard 


to any landing Principle, or regular Scheme of 


Morality, is very evident. Whilſt J am myſelf 


in Search after juſt Notions of right and wrong, 
and attempting to learn by ſpeculative Diſcoveries 
what they are, tis not much to be expected that 
any one elſe ſhall find them in my Conduct. 
And the Misfortune is, that in our preſent Situa- 
tion there is no ſtanding ſtill to look about us, 
even ſo much as to find out the Way. We muſt 
be running on ourſelves in Life, let our Syſtems 
proceed never ſo heavily. - oth whey 1% 
But were it poſſible ſill that our doubting Diſ- 
ciple ſhould not be in the mean Time at this ſu 
poſed Loſs for his Duty on any Octaſion, let his 
natural Obligations, as he may pretend, be never 
ſo obvious and ſelf-evident, and his Practice ne- 
ver ſo ſtrictly conformable ; what if without this 
previous Acquiſition and devout Femper I con- 
tend for, the beſt of Lives is no Crtumſtance 
to recommend or qualify us for any Rogard from 


| | om Acceptance 
the Throne of Grace? Co Vt dont before without 
Faith, and without the eſpecial Inffnence of this (be IAH 


being ac: 


ſanflifying Principle, are ſo far from 


. 


Plain M. 
rality of no 
Efleem or 


(16) 

JN in themſelves/as the Terms of a complete 
Obedience, that they do not ſo much as put Men 
into a nearer State for Favour, or a Capacity of 
being the [ſooner enlightned they do not, as 
our Church expreſſes it, make Men meet to re- 
ceive Grace. The exacteſt Obſeryer of moral 
Laws is a vile and wretched Sinner in God's Ac- 
count, as long as he proceeds by human Lights 
and Motives, and upon the Strength of mere 
Ethicks only. Nay, even his moſt virtuous Ac- 
tions themſelves are highly criminal and diſ- 
pleaſing to God, as long as he continues in fuch 
a Diſpoſition of Mind, as they are undoubtedly 
of a Nature corrupted and unregenerate. For 
whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin. Without ſome 
particular Acknowledgments firſt made: there is 
not in . our Endea vours the leaſt room to hope 
for tance at his Hands. Ze that cometh: to 
Goa, m if believe that he is; that he has graciouſ- 
ly revealed his holy Will to Mankind, and grant- 
ed them Pardon of Sins by the Mediation of his 
Son, and muſt act only in Conſequence of ſuch 
Perſuaſion. The unquiet Eſſays of Reaſoning, 
curious Diſquiſitions upon his Being and Attri- 
butes, and the Truth and Authenticneſs of Re- 
velation, are Practices utterly inconſiſtent with 
the Pretenſions of all ſuch as call themſelves 


Chriſtians, or expect any Benefit from the Goſpel = ] 


Covenant, to which they are always preſumed 

Parties. We muſt be provided of our Creed be- 

fore we are warranted to pray ſo much as for 
Faith itſelf. We muſt not bft up our Hands to 

Heaven with doubting. 

Ik beyond theſe Uſes aſſigned, the Diſcovery 
of our Rule of Action, or the purifying and 

N las Value upon the Fruits of common 


Morality, there be ſtill farther ſomething ab- 
nnd 


of a . Qualification” 0 a true 
Faith, 
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_ erciſe their Judgments a7 and at the ſame 
e 


it be ſelf-evident too, and if there be the leaſt of 


. rerality of Apprehenſions extend not beyond # queljfied - | 


The Souls of the Multitude are lodged in their 


697 
Faith, ſomething of a meritorious Nature in the 
Thing itſelf, conſidered merely as a Jo Teſt 
of our Obedience. We muſt yet, if Reaſon be 
the allotted Guide, be obliged to wait at leaſt 
till that Reaſon can bring us her Report. Mean e may 
time in this infidel Interim ſhould Death ſurprize 2 , 
us, what ſhall now become of our Hopes with- Jong — 
out this neceſſary Preparative for our Introducti- 2 fach 
on? You will examine, you ſay.—Thou Foo! ! an Engui- 
this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of tbee.— . 
When Death has once overtaken us unfurniſhed 
of our Paſſport, what a kind of Apology to truſt 
to will it be to ſay (in ſuch expreſs Contradiction 
to the Proviſion ſo peremptorily enjoined us) that 
we were intending to look into Things; that we 
were looking out to procure a Wedding-Garment, 
at a Time when we ought to be ready dreſſed to 
attend the Bridegroom, and actually to make our 
Appearance in the Habit? And 1s it now any 
unwarrantable Concluſion from all theſe Conſi- 
derations, to infer, that Religion therefore can 
never be a Thing to be taught, that it muſt needs 
be ſomething that does not require Time to attain, 4 true 
like other common Leſſons and Sciences, which Vu¹ e- 
are indifferent in their Conſequences? Since the py 
very ſame Reaſons that make it neceſſary at. all, ;1! Seaſons 


make it equally ſo every Moment of our Lives. of our Life. 
To leave Mankind a diſputable Subject to ex- 


time to require us all, at the Peril of our Souls, to 
be in the right, — Demonſtration itſelf is not 
Ground ſufficient to exact ſuch an Aﬀent, unleſs 
Induction or Inference in the Caſe, For the Ge- N Mmm 


9 1 Propoſition; and are thrown out at once Res- 
at the very Mention of -introducing a Medium, #*'z 1 


3 B * Hands, 
Y | ' 


(618) 
Hands, and that for the wiſeſt Purpoſes. Ther 
are formed entirely with a View to ive Lie ; 
wherein the true Intereſts of Society are much 
2 more effectually conſulted, than in their being 
| callculated for making the moſt ug gin Piſcuſſi: 
ons in the unfruitful Province of Argument 2nd. 
a Speculation. And what an injurious Repxeſenta-. 
tion, What an arbitrary Image is this then of our. 
wiſe and good Creator! requiring a juſt Judg- 
ment of Things, and not giving Abilities tojudge 
at all; making Salvation a Matter of blind 
Chance and Gueſs-work, and ſetting our preci- 
qus Souls upon the Hazard of a random Conjec- 
4. xt all this too, agen oo determining 
ther right or wrong muſt in itſelf be equally me- 
. For the Nate of the Evidence of Re- f 
ligion, in your rational Way, being founded en- 
tirely on the Credit and Authenticneſs of Hiſto- 
ry, A very critical Point to pronounce upon it is 
impoſſible, without a good natural Torn for Rear 
ſoping, and even ſome very conſiderable Acqui- 
fitions of Learning ſuperadded, to give any rati- ö 
ona Deciſion at all in the Caſe. Whereas, how: | 
wales 2 1 5 that N 5 has e 
with theſe proper Talents; and how much fewer 
whom, their Education has adapted for any ſuch, 
Taſk 2 A Conſideration that has often excited, _ MN 
my. Wonder, to ſee Mr. Audiſen, in behalf oo 
Religion, infiſting ſo ſtrenuouſly upon the Force 
of it's external Proofs, and the Authenticneſs o 


er a Propoſition be indeed true in 
a ke BE: a 
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another 


% 
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(19) 
another whether a Man be bound to 


apprehend 


and believe it. A Diſtinction, I cannot but think, 


not: ſufficiently attended to on this Subject. For 
that abfolute and certain Truth of the Goſpel, 
which ſhines out indeed fo conſpicuouſly upon a 

Diſcuſſion and Acquaintance, does yet not 
at all hinder, but that it may very poſſibly appear 
otherwiſe to the rude and ſhort-fighted Under- 
ſtandings of many, that cannot enter ſufficiently 
into. the Argument to becyme apprized of its 
Merits. It is ſtill a ſpeculative Truth, -whoſe 
Explanation and whole Force depends upon a juſt 
Apprehenfion of moral Proofs, and is to be learnt 
only by Reaſoning; and therefore muſt from its 
Natute be liable to be often miſconcei vad, and 
have its Oppanents, ſo far neceſſitated, and thete- 
fore innocent, in their Oppoſition,” without ſome 
farther Cauſe and Principle of Offence 10 juſtify 
their being damned for miſtaking. ' Demonſtra- 
tive, doubtleſs, it is; but what is chat to me, 
whohave not the Talents requiſite for entering in- 
to Demonſtrations ? It is by no means. fufficient 
that your Argument be indeed concliſſus in ii 
ſelf, unleſs you can adapt it effectually to my Un- 
derſtanding too, and Make it came © fo me. 
It muſt be upon fach a Connexion only that all 
my Duty in the Cafe can poſſibly be grounded. 
For in what Relation can any thing ſtand to me, 
of which I have no Perception? Your Mufick 
may poſſibly be juſt in its Kind to the - moſt cri- 


tical Exacbneſs, but as long as Fam faturally daf 


ot umuned to the Voice of the Charmer, charm bd 
never fo wi/ely and expertly, it is impoſſible for 
you to expect chat I ſhould ever pronounce from 
my own Knowledge that he does ſo, or expreſs 
any Marks of my Approbation or Applauſe upon 
the Occafion. It muſt be one that Rath Ears 10 
bear, aud be W by at's * 
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(20) 


by having cultivated! a Taſte for Harmony and: 
Concords, is become able to receive it, that muſt 


give it its due Teſtimony. For me, under my 
unluckly Inpediment, it can be no Affront to the 
Juſtneſs of the Compoſition, or any juſt Ground 
of Offence to the Performer, that I have really 


nothing to ſay to it. That the Hiſtorical Facts 


of the Goſpel are moſt highly credible and con- 
vincing to ſuch as have the Capacity to look into 
them, we both readily agree; but to ſuch as have 
not, I aſſert that they are properly neither true 
nor falſe; they are not chargeable with any Ver- 
dict about them, one way or the other. The 

Reaſoners on the other Side ſay, . This is true, and 
<& thetefore all Men muſt believe it.“ I fay, it is 
true, but all Men cannot believe it, or frame any 
& reaſonable Notion about it. The Difference be- 
twixt us is evidently not the Truth of Chriſtiani- 
ty ; that main Point we both unanimouſly allow: 
The Connexion and Juſtice of the Inference, that 


becauſe it is true, therefore all Men are bound to 


believe it, is the Circumſtance I ſo juſtly except 
againſt. „F ͤ gs. 1999.1: 
For the ſame Reaſon, all the ingenious Appli- 
cations. of myſterious Prophecies, and their Refe- 
tences, are in my Opinion never to be mention- 
ed as Arguments and Means of Conviction, in 
behalf of a Truth -deftined to be univerſally re- 
ceived.” The learned and profound Calculation 
of Daniel's Weeks, if religious Faith were a Mat- 
ter of mere Speculation, would go far to tempt 
me 1 into a favourable Opinion of the Cri- 
ticiſm and Juſtneſs of the Conjecture. The ex- 
cellent Analogy of Reaſon and Revelation, lately 


0 


communicated, might induce me yet more pow- 


erfully to acknowledge at leaſt a very great and 
ſpecious Appearance of Truth in its traced Con- 
nexions and Inferences, if the Subject were in- 

| 2 8 different 
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different in its Conſequences, and J were left to 
myſelf to pronounce freely what occurred natu- 
rally to my Mind from the Conſideration of it. 
But when I conſider all theſe enlightening Lucu- 
brations as Proofs actually inſiſted on, and whoſe 
Force I am bound to admit, as calculated for the 
general and ready Uſe of all thoſe to whom the 
Precept of Believing is addreſt ; or, in ſhort, as 


that which any Part of the Evidence of Chriſti- 


anity is to ſtand upon, or depend for its Support; 
however I may honour the ſagacious Authors of 
theſe new Lights for their particular Diſcoveries, 
I cannot but draw to myſelf very different Conſe- 

uences from thoſe they ſeem. to expect from 
that Propoſal of them. Inſtead of availing to 
convince my Reaſon of the Truth of any particu- 


lar religious Syſtem, they have a juſt contrary 


Effect, and ſuggeſt ſtrongly to me, that ſuch a 
Poſition can never be That neceſſary Truth, 
which ſtands in need of any ſuch far-fetched Apo- 
logies, and laboured Accounts, to reconcile and 
explain it. I conſider all theſe as, in Truth they 
are, Inventions of /ate Date, and therefore at beſt 
ſuperfluous towards the main Deſign, ſince Reli- 
gion muſt needs, to my thinking, have been 
equally evident, and well-eſtabliſhed, long before 
ever theſe new Defences were ſo happily thought 
of. Whenever I reflect with myſelf upon the 


general Importance and End of Religion, I can- 


not found its Evidence by any means on any 
Complication of Circumſtances to be traced out 
by Induſtry or Addrefs, for the Illuſtration of its 
Authority. I cannot but form to myſelf ſome 
more fimple CharaFeriftick of full Sufficiency al- 
ways accompanying it. I cannot but conclude in 
my. Mind, that the whole Force of its Evidence 
muſt have been ca- temporary with the original 
Inſtitution itſelf, and have been entirely complete 
94.3 B 3 for 
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be naturally ascapable as you pleaſe of {judging in 


12) 
For the Purpoſe ever ſince its firk Publication ; 
that neceſſary Truths were not revealed by 
halves, and wa to be perfected afterwards at Lei- 


. ſure by the Efforts of human Wit; that the Evi- 
dence ofthe Goſpel muſt have this one P 


roperty . 
of its Great Author to be the ſame Teſterday to 
Day, and for. ever ; and conſequently muſt have 
been equally plain and affecting to ſuch as never 
lived to be in the Way of thefe fupplementa] Re- 
velations, and who never heard a Syllable in their 
Lives of Weeks or Analogies. 

There might ſtill be ſome faint Shew of Foun- 
dation or Pretence perhaps for our endeavouring 
to multiply this Kind of improved Hints and ſpe- 
culative Refinements upon the Subject, if the Can- 
didates for Heaven wereallPhiloſophersand: Scho- 
lars, But we are to remember always that the 


Terms of Salvation are equally calculated for the 


Benefit of fuck as cannot fa much as read ; as 
were chiefly publiſhed: ta the World by Men ac- 
tually under that Incapacity themſelves, In Fact, 


it is notorious that the moſt; and I might add, the 


beſt, of every religious Profeſſion do never con- 


cern themſelves the leaſt in any argumentative 


Taſks, or would indeed be ever the wiſer for it, 


if they did. And thoſe few who pretend, or 


perhaps flatter themſelves that they are indeed 
rationally. camvinced in the Point, may yet recol-· 
lect, if they will fairly own the Truth, Wu 


were equally convinced before the Trial, or, at 


leaſt, had firong Preſages beforehand, on. which 
Side the Truth lay, and intended, in forme Mews 
ſure; 10 be convinced at ſetting our. 

For granting yet farther every Man bing to 


theſe, Points, that in Conſequence of ſuch Capa+ 
city, his Reaſon, duly exerted, muſt needs lead 


(2) 


the other teligious Profeſſions in the World, and 


to diſtinguiſh ſtill farther our eſtabliſhed Church = 
in particular, as the Mode the moſt conformable 
o that divine Plan; Taſk till, where is the Man 
ivitg in the Situation requiſite for the Execution 
6ffuch an Attempt, and qualified, even upon the 
Suppoſition, to make the Trial? Prejudice, ever 22. 450 
earlier than the Effays of Reaſon, is as abſo- end def of 
lute a Diſqualification for ſuch a Taſk as the Mem «/- 
teateſt natural Tncapacity. A thoufand ftrong res + 
mpreſſions already funk deep into his Mind, a"2.2/ening 
thoufand natural Attachments to Cuſtoms, Per- 4y their 
fons and Things, have long e'er this Time pur it 2atwra/ 
abfolgtely out of his Power to be able to make P Viet. 
equitable Decifions in Caſes where the Intereſts of 
any of theſe Favouritesare concerned. An inno- 
cent Partiality contracted for particular Objects, 
atid Notions familiarized to us by long Acquain- 


kance, an honeft and natural Fondneſs for our old 


Friends, will never permit us now to exert our 
udgments diſintereſtedly, where They may poſ- 
bly be affected by the Event, or diſpoſe us to 

afford this Exactneſs of fair Play to new Comets. 

55 long as Men are ſubject to the Influence of 
amons as well as Reaſon, ſuch a calm and 

Stoical Conduct is not to be expected; or that 

the Cauſe of the Stranger ſhould have all this ri- 

gid Juſtice arid ſtrict Regatd that looks ſo becom- 
ns in Theory, paid to its Pretenſions and Merit, 
when once the Judge's Affections have been ſo 

7 pre- engaged, and have unwarily taken 

their Part in the Debate. | ow 

' Now it is tobe remembered all along, and car- 

ned catefully with us through all theſe Confide- 

rations, that the great Command to believe, is pe- 

Femprory and abſolute; no Conditions in the Caſe 

that we ſhall believe ifwe have Time, if we = 
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Abilities z or if preceding Prejudices have not firſt. 
taken too faſt Hold to prevent us. | 
To paſs over all theſe preſumptive Obſtacles in 
the Way, let us however ſuppoſe, that our ra- 
tional Enquirer has happily ond through all 
Impediments to his Wiſh, that he is crowned 
with all imaginable Succeſs in his Undertaking, 
and confirmed at laſt beyond all Remains of Doubt 
and Scruple in his. religious Perſuaſions : Let us 
conſider him for the preſent as having attain'd to 
the higheſt Degree of Satisfaction in the Point 
that Reaſon can poſſibly help him ta; will a. 
Faith, thus built upon Syllogiſms, ever furniſh 
out any of thoſe miraculous Effects, which are de- 
ſcribed to attend a juſt and finiſhed Belief? Can 
this be the Faith whoſe promiſed Influence was 
to ſuperſede the Powers of ſecond Cauſes, and 
triumph over the whole Courſe of Nature in its 
Operations? Can this be the Faith whoſe Effi- 
cacy was to remove Mountains, and make Men 
walk upon the Water ? Or will it even ſerve to 
Oy any of thoſe more known and 2 
haracteriſticks that are given us? to diſtinguiſh 
the true Believer? For Inſtance , will ſuch a 
Faith ever produce that lively and active Spirit 
of Zeal in the Cauſe, which is every where ſo. 
ongly recommended to all Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel? The calm Votary of Reaſon's Dictates 
will not ſo readily be brought to expreſs all that 
ſanguine Concern for his Opinions, which is re- 
quired of a Diſciple of Chriſt. He will be apt to 
be very much wanting in that laudable Warmth 
with which religious Truths are to be aſſerted and 
promoted. He will never be ſolicitous enough 
about the Succeſs of his Inferences, or reſent with 
a becoming Ardour the Contradiction of his Doc- 
trines and Hypotheſes. The glimmering 2 
| | "1.4 
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that conducts his Underſtanding, will never 
have Strength enough to light up fuch a po- 
tent Fire as that of Zeal; a Zea! according 10 
Knowledge will ſcarce ever deſerve the Name. 
He that has once experienced all the Difficulties 
and Uncertainties, that attend a Courſe of Rea- 
ſoning, will never dare to abet any of his Diſ- 
coveries with Warmth. He will have ſeen enough 
to make him very tender in taking upon him 
to dictate, or communicate abſolute Leſſons of 
Inſtruction, and nothing to authorize his inſiſt- 
ing vehemently, or contending earneſtly, in Be- 
half of a Faith wherein he was his own Maſter ; 
ſince the beſt Warrant of human Reaſon can ne- 
ver give ſuch Aſſurance of the Truth, but that 
we may poſſibly be miſtaken ;, and if we may, it is 
Madneſs. of Partiality to attack another's Prin- 
ciples with Vehemence, as if we were the only 
Perſons not liable to Error. He conſiders him- 
ſelf not only as not infallible, but frequently not 


- conſiſtent with himſelf ; that he has found, even 


in himſelf, very different Sentiments, at diffe- 
rent Seaſons, upon the ſame Subject. Or if poſ- 
ſibly he has not actually remarked already any 
Thing of the Kind, can he ever be ſure from 
any Degree of Conviction which he feels at pre- 
ſent that the Vibration of his Judgment is en- 
tirely over, and fixed inviolably to that one Point ?. 
Can he at any Time. be able to promiſe himſelf 
riveted for Life in Opinion, and be certain that 
his Underſtanding. ſhall never revoke her paſt 
Sentence ? And if he cannot indeed be thus ſe- 
cure of his own Conſtancy and laſting Attach- 
ment, it will but ill become him to require too 


zealouſly of others their ſtedfaſt Adherence to 


Principles, which he knows not but he may poſ- 
= live one Day to change and contradict him- 
ſelf, It is, he 1s ſenſible, but a very unpromi- 
| ROY ing 
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fing Dependance for Diſciples where the Guide 
bitnſelf is liable to alter his Mind, which muſt 
ever be the neceſſary Situation of every Teacher, 


who deri ves his Authority from no higher a Prin- 
eiple or ſtronger Light than that of his own 
Reaſon. If he deal ingenuouſly in his Reſearches, 


and proſecute Truth with that Honeſty and Vi- 


gour which he ought, he muſt be unavoidably 


| Hable to Recantation every Moment of his Li 


Too change- 
able, 


Opinion which be had before Taudably abetted. © 
2 544 : 


without Remedy. For-the Decrees of a human 
— — Hare in their Nature, have no 


Pretenſion to be irreverſible. The deareſt Elpme 
That can help us to, muſt ever leave Room for 


Spott Trięat to ſuperſede it, 


- And this is another very fingular and effential | 


Defe& of a rational Faith, that it muſt always be 
fo very precarious. For what Reaſon firſt eſta- 
bliſhed, it is evident the ſame Neaſon muſt ever 
have the Power to repeal. Hence a rational 
Faith will ever be fubfef? to Change, and the moſt 


fixed Refolves and mature Determinations that 


Reaſon can make, muſt be always ready to be 
turned about with every Wind of Noctrine, as the 
Evidence ſhall ſhift to another Poitit. The Phi- 
loſopher, after his ſtrongeſt Concluſſons, ſpeaks 


however very diffidently of their Coritinuance, 


Such, he ſays, are his preſent Sentimetits upon 
the Subject; but that they will be always ſo, is 
what he can by no means anſwer for ot enſure ; 


ſince it is not impoſſible but ſome new Evidence 
may ſtill ſueceed of Weight to tutn the Scale, 


and fet Things again in à quite different Light 


ay. 


from that in which they have hitherto appeared 


to him. And Reaſon can never, with any Show 
 * The Author is ſuppoſed here to allode to a Book of that 


Title, written, as I think, by the famous Dr. Wþithy, in his 
later Years, and wherein he recanted ſome more Orthodox 
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of Juſtice, be ſo abſurdly partial and tenacious, 


as for the Sake of any Concluſions already made, 
to turn a deaf Ear to Al future — which 
may offer in the Cauſe, and which muſt have 
Rill an equal Right to Audience with their fa- 
vourite — it the Sentence of our paſt 
ent cannot claim to be abſolutely definitive 

and infallible: Whereas it is the religious Man's 
Reſolution, as it is his Duty, to perſiſt in the 
Faith he has once eſpouſed to his Life's End. 
Convinced of the Truth of his adopted Goſpel, 
he difclaims henceforth all farther Trial, and tri- 
umphs forthwith in ſuch a ſuppoſed Certainty, that 
he piouſly implores the Protection of Heaven to 
preſerve him firm in his preſent Situation, againſt 
the dangerous Power of any Innovation whatſo- 
ever, and all new Principles that might poſſibly 


alter and corrupt him.—It is impoſſible for me 


to ſuggeſt, or indeed for Nature to furniſh out a 
ſtronger Picture of that cool and moderate Tem- 
per of a Rationaliſt which I have been deſcribing, 
than that which our daily Experience preſents 
us with in the Caſe of Converis from one Reli- 
gion to another. The Caſe of the World, where 
Reaſon is ever ſup to be the moſt eminently 
and viſibly concerned, and profeſſed to be indeed 
the ſole Principle in the Proceeding. Reduce a 
— . — from his original Preju- 

dices, ra groſs and abfurd, and that to the 
moſt” juſt and well grounded Perſuaſion in Na- 
ture, and fee the Conſequence. Will the At- 
tachment of fuch a Proſelyte to bis new Light 
ever after to that 
he once expteſſed for thoſe occult and myſterious 
Articles, which he had derived without a Sy“. 
lable of Controverſy from the Leſſons of his Pa- 
rents? The ſetting him once to arguing for 
N end him for ever for any ſecond 
2 


(628) 
Attachment of the Kind. The Reverential Part of 
our Adherence, which takes its Riſe from a ſup- 
poſed ſacred Authority, being once removed, it is 
impoſſible we ſhould ever after be brought back 
again to pay the ſame profound and religious De- 


ference to our own uncertain Reaſonings, and Diſ- 


coveries of our own making. The juſt Horror 
of venturing at all upon ſuch a Queſtion, where 
the Truth of Religion is concerned, and where 
a Poſſibility af its Falſhood is actually 6 
1s the beſt and only Security of our proper Vene- 
ration for the Subject. When once theſe impor- 
tant Out-works are demoliſhed, when once we 


are come ſo far as to make no Scruple of examin- 


ing freely for ourſelves, the main Hold upon our 
religious Engagements is then broke —— 
and farewel for ever all the true Spirit of Diſ- 
cipleſhip. The very preſuming that we have a 
Right to call theſe Matters to a Re- hearing, and 
Abilities to decide in them for ourſelves, is an ef- 


fectual Step taken towards the throwing off for 


the future all that obſequious Awe, and Depen- 
dance, which is the Life of this Cauſe. When 
once we have made à Practice of traverſing with 


ſo much Freedom the Avenues and Approaches 


of the Sanctuary, when once we have preſump- 
tuouſly inured ourſelves to the ſtamping thus bold- 
ly and familiarly ever holy Ground, we ſhall with 
Difficulty be recovered to a tender Senſe of the 
Reverence and Devotion due to the Place, to the 
pious Poſture of humble Supplicants, and Pro- 
ſtration. Accordingly we may ever obſerve in 
our Proſelyte, that once turned adrift into Specu- 
lation, however he may anchor accidentally for 
a Time, his contracted Propenſity to Motion and 
Fluctuating will ſtill flick faſt to him in all Sta- 
tions. That however fixed and ſatisſied he may 


eglance 


* 


9 
| 
| 
| 
| 
5 


| | ( 29 ) 

3 Allegiance are no longer ſecure, than till a new 
Mater ſhall offer to his better Likking. That amidſt 
all his Illumination profeſſed, he is yet no deſpe- 
7 rate Subject for a freſh Application. He conti- 
| /* nues ſtill ſupine in his Devotion, and diſcovers 
ano violent Partiality and Paſſion for the Cauſe. 

His Affections are but half inliſted, and by his 
| j Poſture, he is yet liſtening out for farther In- 
telligence. In ſhort, he wears his Perſuaſion all 
the while like one. who is always ready and diſpo- 
ſed to be converted again, whenever he ſhall meet 
with any thing that may appear more worthy 
his Attention or Engagement. 

[| So far we may ſee is Reaſon in its Effects from 
contributing to the making of one Flock and one 
Fold, that it will but ill ſerve ſo much as to en- 
ſure one ftraggling Sheep, that it has by Chance 

1 in thither. OW 

, nce more, as the rational Believer can never 

| take upon him to pronounce himſelf inviolably 
ſecure in his Adherence to the Cauſe he has eſpou- 

# fed, fo neither can he promiſe himſelf that Com- | 
placency and Satisfaction of Mind, reſulting from Would not 
the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch a Faith, which is the -ini/fer_ 
bleſſed Fruit of that true and genuine Faith 1 - 

| contend for. For let your common Experience , „ . 

| determine whether that Perſon does not enjoy his fuiom. 
Belief with much greater Tranquillity and Con- 
fidence of Spirit, who never aſked himſelf one 
ſingle Queſtion about it, than he, who by the 

| moſt elaborate Diſcuſſions, and buſieſt Search, 
þ has attained to the utmoſt Degree of moral A(- 
ſurance in the Matter. The Philoſophical Be- 
liver, who built his Faith originally on the Force 
of Arguments, may poſſibly find thoſe Argu- 
ments not ſo readily occur to his Memory in thoſe 

| gloomy Hours, when he has the moſt Occaſion 
tor their Support, and conſequently will be hable 
855 | " "MM 
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(39) 
at every Turn to his Miſgivings and Diſtruſts 
about the Sufficiency of thoſe Reaſonings he can - 
not for the preſent ſo well recollect; whilſt he, 
that has once arrived at the full and lating Aſ- 
ſurance of a juſt and heavenly Faith, can never 
be to ſeek at any Time for the Grounds and 
Moti ves of his firſt Conviction and Dependance: 
Having never, for his Part, dealt at all in the 
Evidence of Reaſon, he can never poſſibly have 
the Streſs of his Concluſions diminiſhed or ob- 
{cured by a Review, or be at any Loſs to recover 
all their original Force at Pleaſure z but muſt 
always have the ſame Baſis of his Hopes alike 
eſtabliſned, and therefore muſt to the End be 
ſecure of enjoying all that Peace of Mind which 
the World and carnal Intelligence cannot give, 
without any the leaſt Interruption from the Ca- 
price of Thought or Complexion, _ | 

In the laſt Place, no Conviction drawn from Rea- 
ſoning can ever have Force enough to make us vir- 


- Fuous againſt aur Iuclinations; the higheſt Degree of 


moral Aſſurance will never be a ſufficient Balance 
for preſent Temptations. The mostifying all our 
molt beloved Affections, and reſtraining all the 
ſtrongeſt Propenſities of our Nature, (in which our 
Obedience to religious Rules conſiſts) is too ſubſtan- 
tial a Sacrifice to be made to the moſt ſpecious 
Suggeſtions of our ow] fallacious Reaſonings. 
We may well conclude, that he who framed the 
human mechaniſm, and conſequently underſtands 
ſo thoroughly the neceſſary Influences of all its 
various Springs, will always take Care to pro- 
portion the Evide nee of the Reward: propoſed to 
the Difficulty of the Duty required. A Com- 

mand, that expects us to tive up all the Demands 
of our deareſt Paſſions to its Authority, muſt be 
introduced; to us, a leaſt, by no doubtful Ac» 


count or 'Telumony at all liable * 


— JF m—_— ww 


WW RI ARS xc. .coc TM EX. JA RR AGEETSYS 


: 


£4 


| 


Sf uo. 4. 4 oft ak © 4A. Lad Arctic bo ˙ ha he RE 


8.” 4 
N 
| 


1 


A 
ty 
4 
4 


and an abſglute Maſtery of our Paſſions, in Op- 
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bebe Tradition. acl Hiforical Rex 


cards, though never ſo plauſible and well atteſted, 
under all the moſt favourable Circumſtances that 
the ſevereſt Malice of an exceptious Critic can 
demand, or the moſt provident Invention of a 
ſubtle Impeſtor frame, can yet never, with all 
its. boaſted Pretenſions, be a ſufficient Baſis for a 
Belief, which is to produce a new Courſe of Lite, 


ſition to all the importunate Solicitations of 
Senſe, and the violent Appetites of depraved 
Nature. It is fill all but human Teſtimony this, 
in its Nature ever liable to Error, as ing 
only on fallible Authors. And however forcibly 


ſuch an Exidence may operate for the preſent 
upon our Judgment whilſt actually under Conſul- 


tation, however it may induce us at our ſpecu- 
lative Hours to pronounce peremptorily in Be-. 
half of its full Sufficiency, and of the abſolute 
Certainty of the Points it conveys; we ſhall ſee all 
its true Amount and Weight in a jufter Light 


at thoſe Seaſons when we expect to make Uſe of 


it, and feel its Influence, and ſhall be apt to re- 
member involuntarily when we come to Action. 
and ſome darling Paſſion croſſed by it puts the 
Queſtion. in good earneſt home to us, that it is 


nothing more than tbe: precarious Conjetiure of. 
2 failible Pe upon the traditional Teſtimony. 


of a fallible. Witneſs : A flender Foundation for 
a Principle, which. is to have ſuch vital and he- 
roic E through the Conduct of our whole: 
2 x yp — Sg ode and neat 
tained. be eygr to gain prevaili 

Aſcendency over our Minds, as to change — 
wonderfully all our obvious and palpable Inte- 
reſts, and take off all aur Regard from Objecta 


preſent: and familiar to our Defires, to bring us 


to depend confidently on diſtant Expecta tions and 


bis * 


(3a) 
Promiſes for our Compenſation ? I will very rea- 
dily grant you all the moral Certainty-in theſe 
Proofs that you can deſire z and farther, that 
this is indeed the higheſt Degree of rational Evi- 
dence that the Nature of the Subject can poſſibly 
admit. What I contend. for is, that it muſt be 
ſomething ſtill greater, and more abſolutely con- 
cluſive and ſatisfactory, io anſwer the Purpoſe of f 
enforcing. a holy Life, and to weigh in the Scale 
againſt de monſtrative Good ; that we ſhall hardly | 
be induced to quit what we actually feel, for any 
leſs Conſideration than ſomething which we actu- 
ally know ; that nothing leſs than a thorough Con- 
victiom can effectually ſecure a thorough Refor- 
mation. To deter Men from taking up with an 
Enjoyment already in their Power, they muſt ' 
have the cleareſt Proſpect of ſomething better to 
ſucceed in its Room. Things preſent have all 
the Advantage on their Side in bidding to our 
Senſes, and the moſt valuable Reverſions are but 
of ſmall Regard in Competition with what is be- 
fore us. Nor can we be juſtly blamed. for this 
Conduct. Our Reaſon bids us make ſure of ſome- 
thing, and not part with the Good we have to 
truſt too far to Futurity for Amends, if there be 
the leaſt Poſſibility of our being diſappointed in 
our Security. And therefore it is by no means 
ſufficient to ſay that there is a great Appearance 
of Probability, and that Truth ſeems to lye on 
this Side of the Queſtion.” The defending Sword 
muſt play full in Sight, or the delicious Apple 
will infallibly be ſnatched at for Want of a Diſ- 
ſuaſive of equal Force to reſtrain us —— And if 
this rational Faith will not, as I have hitherto 
ſhewed, ſerve us even defenſively, and on com- 
Mub b/: mon Emergencies, ſo much as to make a good 
to make us living Chriſtian, much leſs will it ſtill to produce | 


rea aithful Martyr upon Occaſion, if ever ſo ſevere 
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(33) | 
an Exerciſe of it be demanded at our Hands: 
Here is yet a more conſpicuous Inſtance of that 
abſolute Certainty which there ought to be in our 
Faith for ſuch'a Purpoſe, ſince the ſtrongeſt Ope- 
rations of our Reaſon can never point out Truth 
to us in a Light glaring and forcible enough to 
furniſh ſuch an Experiment. The glorious and 
undaunted Confeſſors that have encountred this 
laſt terrible Conſequence, and actually triumphed 
over this fiery Trial of their Perſuaſion, proceeded 
upon a much higher and ſurer Principle to bear 
them out in all their heroic Sufferings, otherwiſe 
I muſt be free to think that ners Elegy would 
have ſuited the braveſt of them, Died he as a 
« Fvo0l dieth.” Such Degrees of Fortitude are no 
Effects for ordinary Conviction to produce, the 
ſtrongeſt moral Aſſurance is not that cordial Re- 
flection and Dependance that can inſpire all this 
amazing Conſtancy and Reſolution into Men ex- 
piring under the laſt Extremity of Torture, not 
the moſt flattering Likehboods a Match for the 

reſent and certain Pangs of agonizing upon the 
Rack. The Philoſopher thus preſſed would be 
apt, with a very natural Caſuiſtry, to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt Opinions and Principles, and to remit 
much of his Tenaciouſneſs under ſuch Circum- 
ſtances. Rational Conviction will readily be dif- 
truſted when Matters come to fuch a Criſis, 
though perhaps never before ſuſpected in a State 
of indolent Toleration, and the ſmooth Calms of 
Life. Men at ſuch a Seaſon will naturally be 
alarmed to enquire more nearly what Grounds 
they Rand upon in the Point, when once they 
find that they muſt indeed put all to the Hazard 
to retain it, and be compelled to ſeal their Pro- 
feſſions, 'if they will abide by them, with their 
Blood. Such a Proſpe& will rouze them in good 
earneſt to a different kind - Examination mw 
241 b 4 vw 
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what has hitherto entered into their Thoughts, to 
know for certain what they have to truſt to, or de- 
termine in the Caſe ; ſo near a Concern will im- 
mediately engage their beſt Attention, and the 
Service of all their Faculties in the Cauſe it will 
put them upon computing with the moſt impar- 
tial Exactneſs the Advantage and Loſs attend- 
ing each important Alternative, and making the 
ſtricteſt F Eſtimate upon the Matter. 
They will then be ſolicitous to know, by all 

Mble Means of Scrutiny, the full Worth and 

erits of a Cauſe that is likely to prove ſo ex- 
4 to, them. Their Prejudices and Puncti- 
ios they will be diſpoſed to lay but {mall Streſs 
on under ſuch Diſadvantages, and will, it is pro- 
bable, not be over- forward to give, even to the 
Appearance of Reaſon herſelf, any thing mare 
than what it will well and ſtrictly bear. In fine, 
will it be any thing very uncharitable to ſup- 
pole, that a modeſt Diffidence of our own. De- 
terminations may prove the Reſult of our matu- 
rer Thoughts in this Dilemma ; that the chief of 
our Diſcoveries will be in the End the great Duty 
af Self. preſervation in Uncertainties ; and that 
both Nature and Reaſon ſhould unite their Voices 
to determine us anew to lower our Flag of Defi- 
ance, and not to venture to die for our DeduBions ? 
The Rationaliſt may indeed, in his Retirement, 
be wonderfully affected with the abſtracted Con- 
templation of his Diſcoveries, and his formed 


Reſolutions of conſtantly perſiſting in them; but 


hen once he is called upon to exert its promiſed 


Influence, and put it to a Teſt like this, he will ſoon 


% 


be convinced, that he muſt call in much greater 
lid than that of plauſible Hypotheſes, to: cons 
firm him ſtedfaſt amidft the Rage and Cryelty of 
alicious Murtherers, and enable him to be 
uthful to the laſt to a perſecuted Religion, ang 
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that nothing, but a fixed and well-grounded Con- 
fidence of being happy for ever in another World, 
can effectually prevail on him to renounce all his 
Hopes and Intereſts in this. Where we are to 
act up to ſuch an exalted Height as to frive unto 
Blood, we muſt have ſome very ſubſtantial and 
vilible Inducement before us to keep up our Spi- 
rits in the Conflict; the exceeding Weight of Glory 
will have but little Weight with us, till it be firſt 
fully revealed, we muſt have this Heaven actu- 
ally opened to our View, and -bebold the Son of 
an ſtanding plainly befare our Eyes, (not through 
the dim and obſcure Perſpettrves of Hiſtory and 
To) to ſupport and reward us. 

Thus far the many obvious Difficulties that 
ariſe merely from the very Face of the Matter 
itſelf, when we. conſider religious Faith as a 
Thing to be determined by our Reaſon, and 
What naturally and readily occurs to us in reflect · 
ing from ſuch a Suppoſition. 

My next Proof propoſed was, That Reflection 

and common Senſe were ſeconded and confirmed in 
this Point by the Divine Word itſelf, and that it 
was plain from Scripture, that no ſuch Ap 
to the Underſtanding was actually eyer made or 
intended. 
It is indeed but Juſtice due to the Glaricin and. 
Heaven-concerted Scheme of our Salvation, to 
ſhew, that no ſuch abſurd and prepoſterous Pro- 
ject was ever offered to be ſet on Foot in the 
Cauſe ; that the Fountain 'of all Wiſdom did in- 
deed never form or amuſe us with any ſuch 
ſtrange Propoſal, as,  * Judge whether you 
have Time or nat; judge whether you are 
« * Judges or not: + judge all for yourle]ves, and 

" 0G judge all ahke 

ow this Part of my Aſſertion would, I think, 
demand of me only a ſmall Degree of my In- 
| C2 duſtry 
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duſtry for its Juſtification. I ſhould, I ow 
bend, have little more than merely to collect and 
range for the Purpoſe, all thoſe Expreſſions, both 
literal and figurative, that treat of the Nature of 
Faith, or have any Relation to the Subject. Such 
as, — Leſt they ſhould: anderſtand with their 
Hearts; — Their fooliſh Heart was darkned ; — 
Purified their Hearts by Faith. Expreſſons, ap- 
plicable with no Propriety to the intellectual Fa- 
culty, but evidently deſcriptive of the Will only. 
But, as Quotations in Behalf of doctrinal Points 
are many Times liable to have their Application 
diſputed, and it is perhaps often difficult enough 
to aſcertain critically their juſt Senſe and Mean- 
ing againſt all the ſpecious Exceptions of preju- 
diced Wit, I ſhall chuſe rather, for the preſent, 
to enlarge upon a Particular, which appears to 
me entirely uncontrovertible ; and that is, the 
plain narrative Part of that Hiſtory, as far as it 
relates to the Buſineſs of planting the Goſpel, and 
the Manner by which it was attempted ; of 
which we have, happily for my Purpoſe, fo ex- 
act and diſtinct an Account there given us. 
this Circumſtance, therefore, I ſhall chiefly reſt 
my Appeal, and doubt not to make good my 
promiſed Proof, by producing only to you a 
hort Review of the Courſe of Proceedings taken 
by the bleſſed Apoſtles. and their Maſter, as we 
find it recounted by themſelves, in that Under- 
| . taking. | CE 4s 
© _. Chrifl did Did our Saviour himſelf, then, lay the Argu- 
not propoſe ments and Proofs of his Miſſion frankly before 
his De. his: Diſciples, and then give them Time to con- 
25% ſider calmly of their Force, and Liberty to de- 
1 termine thereon, as their Reaſon ſhould direct 
them ? Or did they, when thoroughly perſuad- 
ed, ever take any fuch Courſe themſelves. a- 
mongſt their intended Proſelytes ? No ſuch 
* _ * | Matter, | 


F 


— — — 


p 
: 
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can find the leaſt Room to ſtart new Difficulties. 
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Matter. For his Part, he taiight them; as one 
Having Authority. He conſidered himſelf as the 
Perſon he was, as one who derived from Heaven 
the Inſtructions he was communicating, and 
Therefore taught them very juſtly, as a Maſter 
who had a Right to diate, and preſcribe to his 
Pupils without Reply. And, if he had 
taken the other Method, they knew nothing of 
Reaſoning ; it was a Matter quite out of their 
Element; they had had their Education on the 
Water; and though they underſtood their Trade, 
ſo far as to be well vers'd in the Uſe of their 


Own Nets, would go near, it is likely, to be ſoon 


entangled themſelves, when they had to do 
with the figurative ones of Sophiſtry or Syllogiſm. 


That he did but ill approve the being called on 


upon any Occaſion to explain, will readily appear, 
when we obſerve, how cautious and reſerved 
thoſe who were beſt acquainted with his Manner 
were in that Particular; how fearful at every 
Turn of giving Offenee, and incurring Reproof 
by any farther Enquiry, even at Times when 


they did not really apprehend | his Mearing. 


With what ſtrong Circumſtances of Approbation 
and Applauſe is a ready Acquieſcence always re- 
corded for our Imitation? What Matter of greater 

erit.do we meet with than this of an extempore 
Subſcription ?; Whereas: Reaſon is naturally a 
flow, diſtruſtful, exceptious Scholar, ever back- 
ward to give any great Confidence as long as ſhe 


Me will bear thee again of this Matter, is the 
true adjourning Spirit and Style of the Acade- 
mic: Whereas t 


The Conviction, you ſee, was to precede the 
Evidence, as the — of the Favour to be 
gonſequently conferred. The Phariſees, it is faid, 
14003 C3 denn 


* 4 
Gr » 


Language of the Goſpel is 
at once, Believe you ibat I an able to do this ? 


A 
Aref er 


| 
Had not 


Leiſure 


for ſuch a Reyelation; and what an extenſtve Provihce he 


Method. 
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tempting him, afted a Sin; that is, ſome Te- 
ſtimonial of the Trot of his declared Miſſien: 
And what did this Requeſt produce ? Why, he 
fighed deeply at their Perverſeneſs, who were ſo 
hard to be convinced, and ſtiled chem u fooliſh 
and adulterous Generation for their Preſumptioſ. 

Now, this deſiring a rational Evidence for their 
Diſcipleſhip, the ſeeking. after a Sign, as the ny 
ture terms it, had, if he had indeed appealed to 
their Underſtandings, been ſo far from any Thi 
criminal or blame-wotthy, that it had been 1 
all Reaſon their indiſpenſable Duty; whereas it 
was, it ſeems, in Faith an unwärrantabſe, pre. 
ſumptudus, and wantow Curioſity. In like as 


net, there was noching to be Taid to the inqui- 


ſitive and fifring Humour of the Greeks, ſinee 
nothing would paſs with them but the Aricteſt 
Reaſonings, to which they were ſo ſtrongly ad- 
dicted, that it was juſtly expected, they would not 
have ſcrupled to have demanded perecmptorily his 
Credentials, even of their Saviour and put their 
daring Interrogatories to the Fly Spirit Ritiſelf, 
The Sueceſſors in the Miniſtry we find cor. 
tinuing the lame Method of Practite act] in 
their Turn, and rreaGifig" pub b cheit 
Maſter ' Steps in the Exteution of 
inſiſting coriſtancly on rhe reudy Acknowle 
ment of cheir Do@rines, without any Cote. 
fi6ns: of Time for Doubt ur Deliberation. Of 
the Terms of the Covebant, one Declaratfon 
was often thought ſufficient not to accept them 


then wus to reſect them, and the ſeaſt ftanding- 


off gave up the Unbelievet to Reprobation. 
Nor could it poſſibly be otherwiſe; if we conſider 
the Situation of the Pheacher in the In faney of 


had to run through with his Intelligence. He 
e wu 
cou 
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t6yld have no Time to ſpare, if he were ſb dit. 
— His Commiſfion required bits to kee 
ring. The Haroiff was plenteaut upon h 
Hands, and That alone muft oblige his Hearers 
to come in at ſhort Warning, to ſnatch the cri- 
tical Opportunity, or fairly 3 to ſtand to the | 
Eofs. Itinerants could not afford to attend im- ; 
pertitent Queries, and loſe their pfecious Mo- 
nents in Controverſies.” To believe, of not, was at 
every one's own Choice; thoſe that ate obſtmate, ; 
et them look to it. Te Duff was to be forth- | 
wich ſhaken off againſt then, ani the Doom | 
nac. Their Office was only to circulate 
heir Creeds ; they were not ſent to difpute, bu 
to preach ; not to wrangle, but inſtruct. It 
was Qualification enough, in ſuch à Cafe, for a 
Miffionaty to be furniſhed with his Manifefto ; | 
Arguments could evidently be bf no Service to | 
Perſons who could make no longer Stay in a 
Place. And therefore we ſee it was abſolutely | 
requiſite, as was remarked, from their Circum- | 
ſtances, that their Diſciples ſhould be thus ex- | 
peditious in their Motions, and comply without | 
the leaft Hefitation. And accordingly, we find | 
that whole Congregations were often gained over | 
at a Hearing, and Thoufands at a Time actually 
4 convinced by a ſingle Lecture. So miphiily greto 
14 the Word of God and prevailed. Such a one was 
1 the Eunuch we read of; the Proſelyte of a ſhort 
ge, inſtructed one Hour, and bapeized the 
next. Sufficient Profs that there was no ftand- 
5 to make Exceptiotis in the Cafe; if they had 
| ight to do that, they muſt have had a far- 
ther Right too to multiply their Replies at Diſ- 
cretion, and, in fine, kive held to their own 
5 and not be convinced at laſt. 
Nor were indeed thefe Inſtroctors in themſelves Nr 2ne- 
qualifiet — FIC ed 
D 4 | 


(4) 

of Attack, if the Nature of their Commiſſion 
had admitted it. They wanted as much the Skill 
and Addreſs to manage a Controverſy, as the 
Leiſyre to attend it. They were no Proficients 
in any Science, but, on the contrary, the moſt 
. artleſs and illiterate Perſons. living. A ſhrewd 
Intimation, as it is ſo often juſtly repreſented to 
us; that ſuch were purpoſely choſen out to be the 
Inſtruments to convey this Knowledge to us, that 
there might not be the leaft ſeeming Room for 

any miſtaken Notion of the Kind; that, we 
might not poſſibly be tempted to attribute to 
Reaſon's Force, or impute to any perſonal. Art 
or Acquiſition of their own, an Effect which was 
to be the ſole and immediate Act of the Divinity, 
and wherein the Power of God was in a particu- 
lar Manner to be glorified. .. For the ſame Rea- 
ſon the ſingle Perſon amongſt them, who was 

ſſeſſed of the ſuppoſed Advantages of hutnan 
1 reſplyes, we ſee, immediately from 
the firſt, Moment of his commencing Apoſtle, 
to leave it all behind him, and abſolutely to diſ- 
claim all farther Acquaintance with it. He was 
determined to know nothing elſe amongſt his Nif- 
555 but Chriſt crucified, nor to make any Uſe 
of the Wiſdom of Words, leſt the. Croſs. af Chriſt 
ſhould be made of none Effet. Even the Follow- 
ers of the Impoſtor Mahomet are fo. ſenſible of 
the Advantage of ſuch a Preſumption in their 
Favour, and enter ſo deeply into this Way of 
Reaſoning, that we hear them boaſting at every 
Turn when. they deſire to do. the greateſt Ha- 
nour to their Prophet, and as a.moſt undoubted 
Mark of his Divinty, that Vg could neither write, 
nor read. And as the original and firſt Nego- 
tiators both received and practiſed themſelves ac- 
- cording to this conſtant Rule, in the very ſame 


(41) 

ſtructions continued to their deputed Succeſſors 
when they are iſſuing out new Commiſſions of 
Apoſtleſhip, and giving Directions for the Treat- 
ment of a Novice, who might happen to be not 
yet quite ſo thoroughly in the Perſuaſion, ——- 
« Him that is weak in the Faith receive. Yes; — 
but how? why, to inſtruct him better ;—not by 
any means to confute or argue with him, — zo 
0 doubtful. Diſputations. 


On the contrary, how wild a Suppoſition this The very 
of their 8 proceed by Reaſoning — ory 


ſuch an Undertaking, how D to every 
Notion of common Senſe all Expectation or Pol * 


ſibility of the Kind, will readily 2 1 by con- Nature of 


ſidering but for one Moment w 
been the neceſſary Conſequences of ſuch, a Miſſi- 
on, where the Underſtandings of the whole Au- 
dience were to be ſingly. appealed to for Appro-— 
bation. Why, the Conſequence, Joubileſs of 

ſuch. a Proceeding would have been, that very 


many would have found themſelves intirely at a 


ſs to form any Judgment at all of the Matter; 
many would haye ſubſcribed abſolutely to ĩts De- 
mands, and gone away fully ſatisfied of its Vera- 
city; and others again, as ſtrongly decrying its 
Authority, and deriding all Notion of its Pre- 
tenſions. Exer in all ſuch Caſes the Report muſt 


naturally be the ſame which we find of the great 


Apoſtle's Succeſs amongſt his Philoſophical Au- 
dience, Some believed the Things which chere boten, 
and ſome believed not. How is it poſſible in the 
Nature of the Thing it ſhould be otherwiſe 2. 
The beſt of Arguments are liable. to. have greater 
or leſs Effects, and operate in very different De- 
grees, according to the different Hands they. 
happen to fall into. Much more, if we conſi- 
der on what critical and abſtracted Kind ot To- 
picks ſuch a Courſe of Proofs. as was to be intro - 
r 


at muſt have ve Thiag, 


— 
- - 


=” 


Dottrines 7 


_ fore EE 
with a Word's ſpeaking.” Tbe beggit 
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ductoty of a new and perfective Revelation muſt 


5 have — 4525 7 — . RE 
mou ences and a 
cife Deftheatioh of the R T 125 


#5" Obligations, fee readily to occur, all as 16 
many indiſpenſable preliminary Articles to be 
treated of in the Way, and inculcated as the 
Fourdarivti' of fuch uri intended 8 

And are theſe, however certain in themſelves; 


fich Gbvious Truths as can never bly appear 
| _ otherwiſe, and from which it is a es fuppo- 1 
_ Rd any one can ever 


bly deviate, or one Mo- 


ment Sithbokd his Rather may they not 
be reaſonably to be found often produ- 


an Effect ſomet — LINA total and 
ute Convicxion, fafficicttt indeed to make the 
Cauſe apptar vety plaufibſe and prontifing, yet not 
2 — 7 — Excluſion bf all plot 1 retnaining 
pon rhe the draw⸗ 
80 15 en or partial ods the affecti —— 5 
Rethear 525 deliring to take Time 

Gn. i 1 W Mon 610% compatible with 
che Demands of an A o brings with him 

inflanr 17 5 7 UB, and there- 
ve ftly to make his Converts 
Leave to 


the pro- 


fuſßend or pn, and be excuſe 


rome tende, is a Language favouring 1 * 


e Acquaintance with thefe Matters, an 
= ee ion upon the 
The thinking to eyade the Confe- 
eee an indifferent Stander- by, 
is 4 Scheme that will very il anfwer the Ends of 
Preacher of the Goſpel ; 'a Propoſition 10 no or- 
dinaty Import, and which moſt be taken to be 


_ eitherabſolurely received, or obltinately rejected, 


wherever it is once fd, admits of no af. 


enn by halves, or being with rippa, _ 


* 


Mien of Nittre aid | 
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udn to be 4 Gbriftian: A divided Verdict, 
or the bare Acknowledgthent of its Probability, 


will never ſerve for a ſatisfactory Account, where 
es of 


Souls ate depending; of anſwer the Purp 
a 


inſtituted to the Intent, that 
Beke de on bi holy Num. To ſecure ſuch à Con- 
leqjuence a5 this, all theſe Kinds of Ptoofs that 
Fall under the C —— of Reaſon, muſt evet 
be ſhort and inſt ; Which the Magnifiers of 
its rational and wo vidence ſeem not to be 
aware of, nor to remembet᷑ all the while chat all 
this boaſted Demohſtration, in which they fo 
much cdhfide and triumph; does, with all' its un. 
geniable 2 unfortunately Till require one 
' equal Degree of ify ro apprehend and give 
them a 5 1 old and Inſſuente, and can 
therefore never ly be ac counted thoſe Co- 
got and effe © Mick, 2 te 
ner could pur to rely on, for t 
4 Men * 7 That it ea in Strict; 
neſs diſcoverable # Teleſtopes, and the nice and 
accurate Obſetvations of Ide Curivus, is by no 
mean a ſuitable Character and Property of ther 
Light tobith Was Prepared (urtdoubtedly to Mine 
out) before the Fate of all People. It was not 
15 or fuch ati Infttuftor to 7 55 Problems 
our Conſideration, either indifferent in - their 
Nature, or uncertain in their Conſequenee; to be 
concerhing himſelf in the ſtating Caſes whoſe De- 
termination might be difpenſed With, and in 
whic he muſk very often expect to be BR og his 
La But thole, Who are for ſubmitting it to 
every ser Examitiafioh, Tay no more bf Chitſti- 
„than that it is indeed a good uſtful Sort 
80 me for thoſe that it fappens to flit, and 
ſocks can reli} ir, and find themſelves 255 to 
receive n, do for theit Pitts do well to receive it. 
And was it in Truth, can we fuppoſe, for the 
L Sake 


_ © — n GG nnd cas ar 4d _ 


which thefe Moderators pronounce. 
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Sake of any ſuch Concluſion, and toenforce ſuch 
à Perſuaſion about his Errand, that the only Son 
of God, and Partner of the Divinity, could de- 
mean this exalted Nature, to ſtruggle through a 
long Courſe of human Paſſions and Temptations, 
and be content to expire at laſt under ſuch accu- 
mulated Circumſtances of Anguiſh and Horror 
upon the accurſed Tree, and all, as it ſeems, by 
this Account, to recommend his Doctrines only 
to the Opinion of a few Men of Parts, who were 
happily formed with Faculties to conceive his 
Proofs? However uſeful they might in the Event 
prove to their warmeſt Votaries on ſuch Terms for 
their Influence, as awell-concerted Syſtem; ſuch 
a Diſpenſation, and ſo looſe a Tie, muſt evident? 
ly forfeit, at firſt View, all manner of Pretenſions 
to any divine Foundation, or univerſal Juriſdicti- 
on; and be abſolutely deſtructive of all Notion of 
a one Thing neceſſary in the Caſe. If a Man is to 
be held only by his own Reaſonings in the Point, 


What is this but directly licenſing a pea ly a 1 


the Goſpel, wherever its Evidence may happen 
not to obtain; and ſtamping an equal Mak of | 
neceſſar Truth upon a thouſand oppoſite. Opini- 
ons? Now eif the Caſe of .invincible e 
| nce, ſo tender] 
upon, be indeed a Plea; to be ever tolerated, , a 
uncovenanted Mercy lies ſtill open to ſuch as, 
from ſome natural Inſtinct and Impediment, are 


conſtrained:to refuſe the Tender of a; Sayiour's ; 
Name and Mediation, what are become, in the 


mean Time, of all the Privileges, of zbe.. Pale? 
Where, are. the mighty Advantages ariſing from 
me inliſting in the choſen Flock, if this Heaven 

once preſumed thus equally capable of .adtnit- 


ting Outlyers upon the ſame footing, and allowed 


a common Receptacle for the Partizans on both 


nne ou How Pp 
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Imagination to conceive, that at the taking the 
laſt folemn and general Account of the Friends 


and Retainers of Chriſt, that when proper Re- 


wards come to be diſpenſed as due amongſt his 
Followers, and ihe Mark of the Lamb called for 
to be produced as the Characteriſtic and Claim of 
the Ele&, that the gre t Judge of Hearts ſhould 
then actually declare in Favour likewife of the 
juſt Exceptions of ſincere Unbelievers, and (at 
the ſame Time that he is giving the ſevereſt Sen- 
tence againſt the wilfully obſtinate and diſobedi- 
ent) admit this ftrange Diſtinction, and that with 
regard to this diſſenting Claſs; they were not in- 


| deed included in the general Precept, nor the 


Terms of the Goſpel calculated at all for their Uſe 
or Apprehenſion; that they, on the contrary, 
laboured under the inſuperable Incapacity of a 
particular Infidel-Make, and Antichriſtian Com- 

lexion; and therefore could not, with any Co- 
our of Reaſon, be expected to join in giving an 


Aſſent, which was, by no Default of theirs, en- 


tirely out of their Power. That he muſt there- 
fore ſtill do them the Juſtice to acknowledge their 
equal Merit in their Oppoſition, and invite them 


of courſe to take their Places amongſt the Saints, 


and fir down with Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prime Martyrs and Confeſſors for the 


Cauſe, in the Kingdom of Heaven. Well done 


good, though unfaithful, Servant ; thou haſt 
« diſbelieved me from Prejudices which I myſelf 


« gave thee ; enter thok, however, into the Joy 
« of thy Lord“ How much more agreeable ra- 
ther to Equity and Expectation, is the promiſed 
Courſe of Proceeding with ſuch a principled Pro- 
teſter, and the denying him, in his Turn, before 
the holy Angels, who has dared, upon whatever 
fancied Grounds, to deny bis Judge before Men. 
If this were not indeed the Cafe, there had been 
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very little Need of the Expenee of a Miracle for 
the reducing of St. Paul to the State of Chriſtia« 
nity and Apoſtleſhip, who might, according to 
is Account, have ſucceeded juſt as well in the 

lity of Saul the Perſecutor ; fince that firſt 
Leal of his was certainly, fo conſider'd, in itſelſ 
8 lly meritorious; when, as he teſtifies of him- 
ſelf, be verily thought that he ought 16 de many 
Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus of Nagareth. 
But here again, I have, I am very ſenſible, 
| been holding you for ſome Time paſt in the high- 
eſt Impatience of Zeal to interpoſe and remind 
me, that if theſe Founders of Chriſtianity did 
Mirack: not indeed make their 4 to Men's reaſon- 
vet meant ing Faculty, it was becaule they were endowed 
* with a readier and more deciſive Means of Con- 
Vviction in its Stead ; one more ſuitable both to 
the Capacities of their Audience, and their own 
neceſſary Courſe of Diſpatch, which I have been 
deſcribing; and this, by an immediate Appeal to 
their Senſes, by performing Works before their /® 
Faces, in Atteſtation of thoſe Doctrines, which Þ 
it was conſeſſedly not within the Reach of any 
human Power to produce,  __ | 

To ell which one might, I think, not unplau- 
ſihly, ſuggeſt in return, what has been ſo often 
; urged upon the Occaſion, that Miracles have, 
Becauſ Time out of Mind, been undoubtedly performed, 
2% by Im» i well in Favour of falſe Doctrines, and there- 
n. fore can never be ſingly, and of themſelves a- 
| lone, any certain Marks of a true. This the 
Scripture itſelf confeſſes, when it warns us of . 
ing Wonders, end falſe Chrifts to take the moſt 
exact Care and Caution what we give Credit to of 

the kind ; and recommends to us the farther and 
more ſecure Trial of them, by what it calls heir 
Fruits. It allows plainly, by ſending us thus to 
trace Analogies, and conſult more known Rela- 


» 
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tions 
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tions for the Experiment, that we have no Proper | 
Ground to aſcertain any Truth from theſe Ap- 

peatrances, diſtinctly conſidered, without having 

this Recourſe to a ſurer Standard, and calling in 

the foreign Aid of moral Conſiderations to con- 
= fro their Authority. It is indeed the moſt 1 

think their ſtrongeſt Advocates will at preſent in- 

ſiſt upon in Behalf of their Weight and Intereſt in 

the Queſtion, that they concur only in contribut- 
ing their Part jointly, with other concomitant 


gh Circumſtances, towards the railing all together a 
k full and competent Degree of Evidence for. our 
4:14 Reliance. One might alledge yet farther, that 
ſon. all this wonderful and miraculous Evidence, as 
wed © Pau regard it, was indeed, in Strictneſs, but the 


on. natural Effect of their Doctrine, inſtead. of any Natural 
h to ſupernatural Proof of its Veracity ; which may be fic: of 798 
own beſt learnt by conſidering the Nature of theſe ex- Goel 4 
een | traordinary Actions, and the Occaſions on which I 
alto they were generally produced. For Inſtance, the 
heir / mighty Act of caſting out Devils does not ſurely 
hich neceſſarily imply any ſuch Purpoſe in it, as the 
_— ﬀ LL. ſhewing of divine Power; the diſlodging 
chat potent and inſidious Adverſary of Mankind, 
from his uſurped Scats in a human Breaſt, ſeems 
to carry in it manifeſt Reaſon. enough of its own 
ff 
3 | 


beſides, without any ſuch impoſed Conſtruction 

of it. For may it not rather be conſidered natu- 

rally enough, as an Act only in the Way of their 

Function, and abſolutely never to be omitted by 

ſuch as profeſs to plant the Goſpel ? The healing 

= of ihe Sick ſeems in like manner to want no ſuch 

laboured Account to explain it, but to ſpeak. it- 

ſelf fufhciently in its own beneficial Tendency. 

It was a ſuitable Inſtance of that univerſal. Bene- | 
volence they were recommending, and which it ' 
would. be very hard to conſider apart from its 

Merits and Influence, as practiſed on an indiffe · 


& rent 
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rent and fruitleſs Occaſion, merely as expreſſive 
of the Power they acted by. It muſt ſeem 

ſtrange too, if our Lord had any ſuch Meaning 
as 10 convince by theſe Works, that he ſhould *? 
be always ſo remarkably upon the Reſerve in that 
Reſpect, whenever he happened amongſt unbe- 
lieving Company; that he ſhould be fo particu» MF 
_ larly ſparing of theſe ſuppoſed Arguments, a- 
mongſt the very Perſons who ſeemed moſt to 
want them. More plainly ſtill, that he had no 
ſuch Intention to prove his own Truth and Cha- 
racter by theſe Inſtances of his Power; he often 
induſtrouſly avoided that accidental Conſequence, | 
Eſpecial and took partiaular Care to prevent their ever 
22 coming to publick Notice, by diſmiſſing moſt of? 
44am ma the Company and Attendants, before he began 
publick, to proceed to the Operation. So far from retain- | 
ing the grateful Patients as Witneſſes to commu- 
nicate what they had experienced, that their 
| Mouths were by ſpecial Command ſhut faſt from 
the Liberty of proclaiming the Benefits they had 
received, and the ſtricteſt Silence enjoined them 
with regard to the Author. See thou tell no Man, 

was generally the Charge. Which ſhews what 
Credit or Reputation he affected in all his good 
Offices, of which he was ſo ſolicitous to ſtifle 
every the leaſt Report. So far from laying hold 
on any miraculous Occaſion that offer'd for Mat- 
ter of Proof, that when the expeld Spirits were 
officious of their o.] Accord, and in Oppoſition | 
to their own Intereſt, to proclaim their Know- 
ledge of his divine Character to the World, the 
Diſcovery was by no Means permitted at their 
Hands, but their Tongues immediately reſtrain- 
ed, and an Act of Omnipotence exerted to oblige 
them to Silence. | | toy | 
Among innumerable 2 of the Kind, that 
appear to me to favour this Conſequence, let 8 

1 1 I 


ofinnon | 


Know- 


d, the ; 
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farther juſt mention to you that of Herod, whom 73. ſeeking 
we find recorded, not much to his Advantage, em di/- 
that he wanted to ſer ſore Miracle done by bim; . 


which if they had been at all calculated for the 
Purpoſe of converting, would have been ſurely 
countenanced and cultivated as a good promiſing 
* Mark of a towardly Diſpoſition for 
future Drſcipleſhip. The coming deſirous to can- 
waſs the Evidence, though from no other Prin- 
— perhaps, originally, than that of gratifying 
a tight Curioſity, were, one would imagine, a Turn 
of Mind to be favourably entertained, and care- 
fully cheriſhed in'a Novice, by any who was ſo- 
hcitous to grain Proſelytes by ſuch Means, and 
con ſeious of having any thing of the Kind to pro- 
duce'to him. But, on the contrary, we find our 


Maſter ever diſclaiming, with the, ſevereſt Re- 


fefitment, all Followers of that Complexion ; and 


no Temper check'd and diſcourag'd with ſo con- 


ſtant an Averfion, as this of, as it is opprobi- 
vully termed, ſceking a Sign. There cannot be, 
F'thunk, a ſtronger and more exprefs Reproof to 
all ſuch Notions and Conſttuctions of his good 
Offices, than That he makes Uſe of, in Jealouſy 
of Heart, upon being applied to for an Inftance 
of this extraordinary Affiſtance in favqur of the 
Nobletnan's Child U you ſee Signs and Mon- 
der Tays he, you will nor believe. Indeed, fo far 
from"any View of the Kind, or with any Ten- 
deficy towards the reclaiming Men's Minds to. a 
1 5 Senſe and Reverence for the Actor, do all 
theſe extraordinary Eſſays ſeem directed; ſo far 
from having any the leaſt Connexion with the 
"Thought of-procuringDiſciples from the Influ- 
ence of the Spectacle, that acertdin Degree, and 


that novrdinary one, of previous Confidence and 
Perſuaſion a 


Pulated for 


rs to have been conſtantly ſti- 
forehand, to entitle them to have 
| D | their 
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their Applications at all liſten'd to, or 


regarded p 
and to be the fole Meaſure and Rule of diſpenſing 


theſe occaſional Favours, Wherever we find them 
conferr d, it was ſtill firſt percerving that the Pati- 


ent had Faith to be healed. Wherever there WAS | 


the leaſt Room to diſtruſt ſuch a A, ye Pro- 
viſion, he ſeems to capitylate,: a — with 


eſpecial Care, that a Miracle ſhould not be even 


accidentally a Means of Converſion, by diſmiſſi 
the Petitioner with a conditional Remedy, wh. 
was to take Effect only in Proportion to his pre- 


ſent Qualifications of the Kind, and of which his 


Succeſs was to be the ſure Teſt. According ts 
your Faith, be it unto uu, were the Terms. As 
elſewhere he attributes profeſſedly the whole Ef- 
ficacy of a Miracle that had taken place, to that 


ſingle Preliminary 3 Ty Faith (that of which I 


found thee already poſſeſt) hath made thee whals, 
Thus much I have ventureg-to intimate of my 


own Sentiment LA this ſtrong Hold, as it 1s 
ſome eſteem'd, of miraculous Evidence; and fi 

it is, as I cannot but imagine, muſt needs appear 
ſufficiently concluſive and ſatisfaftory for the Pur- 
poſes for which it is produced, But what if nom, 
b Deference to ſome contrary Opinions, I am ſtill 
diſpoſed to give up all this Part of the Argument? 
What if Lam yet content, after all, ta, 

readily to the Extent of your Demand, me 


Miracles wereindeed diſplayed merely for that End 


you ſuppoſe, and carry with them all that invin- 


cible Demonſtration you contend for? How vill 


this yet ſerve the Purpoſe? Lo whom. were they 
ſuch Demonſtration? Ta thoſe only wha ſaw 
them. Certainly to none elſe. They were Con- 
viction enough at that Inftant af Time, and p- 
on that 1 5 When and Where they were exhi- 
bited. But wherever either of theſe Circumſtan- 


| ces fail, all that peſiſtleſa Force of the Eden: 
— * ; . 44 | | m * , 


o 
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wud Fail with it. What They fa, will ſerve well 
to convit that one Generation to which the 
Wonders wete om ang Long _ Sufficient to 
the Day is the Evidence thereof; but no more. 


Theſe by Works could be no Demonftration Antiquity 
to hy that were not actually and perſonally pre- , in- 
| were done; and, for the ſame 1 
evident Reaſon, can be none to us Now, All 2 


fent when they 


that we tan poſſibly know of the Matter at this 
Diſtanee, will amount, in the ſtricteſt Calculation, 


to ho more than moral Appearances of Truth, 


and probable Atteſtations of the Fact. 


And are we to imagine now, that God would 


ever leave a Matter of ſuch Conſequence upoh 
fuch 4 Foundation? That he, who vouchfafet 
at firſt to create, and chen to redeem, at ſo great 
an Expence, the Souls of all Mankind, Would 
have fat down, after all, lightly contented to 
have ſcatter'd thus partially and atcide his 
neceſliry Light smongft a very few, and leave 
all the reſt of us to the Courteſy only of a few 
Reporters; to ſuch a Teſtitnony, as; if t were 
never ſo falſe, it were abſolutely impoſBble we 
would, in our Situation and Cirrumſtances, ever 
diſcover to be ſo? To ſuch an Evidence ks, though 
never ſo plauſible and well eſtabliffikg, can never, 
as T have ohſerved, carry ſufficient” Wel ht wk 
it to de a governing Principle through Hie b 
influence our Conduct againſt dur Nature, and be 
an effectual Cheek and Neſttaint upon all dur wil- 


ful and unruly Appetites. A Truth whic 2 | 


Men are ſo deepiy concerned t tow, 
pon the Strength of it, muſt needs, one would 
think, be ſomething more equally and generally 
diſtributed, ſomething more crytuln in its Nacure, 


uncl tote 4ifn/fove in its Influence. And an- 
ſweruble ateordingly to ſuch a Chatacteriſtic, is 
that'Light which he hath *** e 
. D 2 Face 
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Face of all People. His Mercy hath be | epenly 
foewed- in the Sight of the Heathen, and all the 
2 of the World have ſeen the Salvation of our 


If the Church of Rome may be allowed of any 
Weight upon the Queſtion, (and there are none 
thatſpeak generally in higher Terms of this Kind 
of Evidence) it appears plainly enough from their 
own Practices what is their Senſe of this Matter. 
That Miracles, that ever ceaſe, are by no means 
a competent Support for the Cauſe, or to be pro- 
duced as ſubſtantial and concluſive Teſtimonies 
for the Truth of their Religion. They ſhew, I 
fay, very. ſufficiently how , abſolutely eſſential in 
their Eſteem the Circumſtance. of Continuance is 
for any ſuch. Application, when they have Re- 
courſe to the Counterfeit of its Appearance for a 
Supply; when they pretend their conſtant and 
uninterrupted Succeſſion to this Day, and actually 
attempt to keep falſe and fictitious ones on foot 
for the Purpoſme. ot Ste 1's 
If Miracles were neceſſary in the. Infancy of 
the Goſpel, they are fo ſtill, and will be to the 
End . World: Whenever they ceaſe, the 
Authority of the Evidence which depended on 
them ceaſes. with, them. That Divine Demon- 
ſtration to Byrſtanders, the Voice of God him- 
ſelf, This is my beloved Son, has been, by one inter- 
vening Age, dwindled long ſince to human Tra- 
dition 3 God no longer bears Witneſs to his Son, 
but Men only bear Witneſs to God. The Date 
Will quite change the Property ot the Evidence, and 
really make all this Difference. We hear no more 
that awful Sound, but by Repetition and Echo, 
and all that commanding Force of the great ori- 
Hen Atteſtation and Acknowledgment is ſunk 
. with. us, into the uncertain Aſſertions of fallible 
Mien relating it after one another. 3 
2 * ee as * ore 
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fore the neglected Preacher can at this Time of 18 
Day (if he applies to their Reaſon) remonſtrats ;z,,;,; ,, 
againſt an unbelieving Audience with no ſeverer the Rats 
a Charge, than that of the Prophet's, Lord, who 9f common 
e hath believed our Report For a Miracle that Hi. 
was ocular Proof to its Co-temporaries, to us is 
no more than uncertain Hearſay. A vaſt Diſpa- 
rity and Diminution of the Authority; but ſuch 
as muſt neceſſarily be the Conſequence of all Evi- 
dence when once it comes to be 8 It 
were indeed impoſſible in Nature to have given 
them ſuch a Kind of Evidence as they could 
transfer, with any Degree of equal Weight, even 
to their moſt immediate Succeſſors, and much 
leſs to us now ſo far removed. That Seeing in ; 
deed is Believing, has ever been allowed Rea- 
ſoning ;; but that I am to believe a Thing be- 
cauſe another ſays he ſaw it, and it is not in my 
Power to prove a Negative, and contradict him, 
is ſurely a very unprecedented and new ſort of 
Logic. The Teſtimony of Sight is, by its Na- 
ture, an Evidence not to be communicated; all 
the Aſſurance in the World of another's ſeeing, 
can never have an equal Effect upon my Senſes, 
or make me ſee a Thing where I was not actually 
| preſent. The Light of Conviction therefore, 
Vuhich is thus received, can extend no farther than 
| to the Eye-witneſs himſelf, loft and extinguiſhed 
the: firſt Moment it is offered to be 1mparted, 
Here then it commences human Authority, and, 
3 Aas ſuch, becomes the proper Subject of our free 
: Enquiry and Debate. It recurs in that Shape to 
the Province of Reafoning, and can now claim 
no longer to be treated with any other Deference 
than it ſhall appear from its on proper Merits to 
be entitled to. Now, whatever Degree of Credit it 
may, by this Means, in Time acquire in my Mind 
from ſtrict Trial and ä Ma 
0315021H 3 | 
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be of itſelf that Kind of flagrant and inconteſtable 

©- , Evidence which God 
an inſtant Effect on our Minds, and be 

by us at firſt Mention wixh ſo much Readineſs and 
Acquieſcence. The heſitating upon 


expects ſhould: work ſuch 


the Genu- 
ineneſs of a particular Tradition, can never be 


that Offencs which God has profeſt himſelf to 
take ſo heinouſly at our Hands. as an Affront to 


Muft be 
Jome gene- 
ral Prin- 


aph of fa 
wing Truth”; 


Fg 


ſame univerſal Dictator aſſigged us 


his Perſonal Veracity, (with which it has no 
Connexion) and giving him the Lie. He that 
beligueth, not God: hath made him a; Liar, becauſe he 
believetb not the- Record that Cad gave of bis Son. 
And yet that there muſt be fomewhere ſtill, 


we may be certain, (from the Conſideration of 


his reaſonable Nature ho enjoined the Duty) 
amt general. uniting Principle in Being, which, 
if well attended to, will be a proper Foundation 
in all for this general Aſſent. That it cannot be 


human Reaſon, we have ſeen clearly on many 


Accounta, both from the natural Effects of Rea - 
ſon itſelſ, and the known Methods by which 
Faith was firſt introduced Perhaps then we 
have amongſt us ſome viſible Fountain of Truth, 
upon the Spot, 


to whom ve may all have Recourſe in our 


' Doubts: to be reſolved alike, and determined a- 


{ 


| f 


ke. Alas l the Evidence of ſuch a Qualifica- 
tion is but: ſtill freſh Matter for Diſpute ; the 
Authority of this aſſumed Character, and Claim 
of Infallible, muſt be grounded ſtill on ſome 
Gtive Warrant; and the Truth of: ſuch a 
tenſion is again itſelf a new Queſtion, which — 


apply only to Reaſon for Deciſion, and muſt of 


our former Scheme, and to the ſame. Variety of 

Perſuaſions about it. If the Spirit of Truth does 

not vouchſafe: to appear in Perſon, we myſt aver 
his Commiſſſo 


Err ners. 


* 
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Hitherto then, it ſeems, we are abſolutely at a 
Loſs for this general Standard and Principle, ſo 
muck wanted, of univerſal Conviction. Have 
we no Proſgttt left of making the Diſcovery ? 
And how. then ſhall we reconcile the eminent 


| Reaſon and Equity of our Law-giver, with the 


giving us thus a Command which (if there be 

et no farther Expedient remaining beyond the 

He of Reaſon) we muſt many of us neceſſarily 
diſobey. For ſo it is—The of Juſtice has 
aſſured us, both from our natural Idea of him, 
and his own poſitive Word, that he will require 
no more of any of his Creatures, than what he 
has given them Ability to perform.—The God 
of Truth has peremptorily required of us all the 
Belief of his Goſpel under « Penal denounced, 
of no leſs than Damnation. The neceſſary 


Conſequence is, that it muſt be our own Fault 


if we do not believe it; that it is in our Power to 
obey him if we will. 

And bow ſhall we then ſay ? | 

One ſhould indeed imagine, that all the nu- 
merous and glaring Abſurdities that follow ſo 
manifeſtly from the firſt View of the foremen- 
tioned reaſoning Scheme, ſhould have ſent Men 
naturally to look out elſewhere for ſome more 
ſatisfactory Account, and better Ground to fix 
upon in this important Point. But' much more 
ſtrange is it to my Apprehenſſon, that any Man 
who bas ever looked into the ſacred Writings to 
be reſolved, the authentic Oracles from which 
alone all our Intelligence of that Kind can be 
drawn, could r ee and miftake' 
the Rule there 1o plainly delineared to our Hands, 
There we find laid dow, in the firſt Place, in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms, the negative Preliminary I haye 
been advancing; and Reaſon evet” intire l ext lud- 
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that no Man ever attained to the Belief of, reveal · 
ed Truths by the Strength or Aſſiſtance of his 
natural Faculties, as we have at once from the 
ſame Authority the farther. poſitive. Inſtruction, 
communicated, , and the true Principle, aſſigned 
us. Which was e. 3 
The third Article I propoſed mentioning, and 
which we have in one plain Word thus fully ſet 
Wat it is. forth to us, N Man can ſay that Jeſus is the. 
© Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. Here is pointed out 
to us at once that great Dictator, and infallible. 
Guide we have been ſeeking for, and indeed the 
only Character we can poſſibly think of any way 
equal to ſuch a Province. It could be N 
leſs than Omniſcience and Omnipreſence itſelf, 
nothing but this inexhauſtible Fountain of all 
Truth that could be ſufficient to ſuch a Demand. 
And he it is, the promiſed Oracle, who id 1a at- 
tend the Charge of Believers to the End of the 
World, to keep alive his divine Light conſtant- 
ly in their Hearts; not to teach them Rudiments 
of Logic, but to irradiate their Souls at once 
with a OTA e and perform more 
by one ſecret Whiſper, than a thouſand clamo- 
rous Harapgues from the Schools. From the 
Satisfaction conſequent to the Mind from his Per- 
formance of this 2 Office it is, that he is ſo 
eminently ſtiled The Comforter, as his Operations 
are in another Place e and ſignifi- 
cantly termed. the Power of God unto Salvation. 
——He that beheveth on the Son of God hath. the 
Watneſs in himſelf. In this Senſe it is, that we are 
properly ſtiled the Temples. of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
het Scenes of his conſtantReſidence, there, 
ever perſonally preſent, and diſpenſing his cer- 
tain Intelligence to the Soul, which the Apoſtle. 
calls the #ineffing of the Spirit with our. Spirit. 
I; were endleſs to recount all the innumerable, 
r 


* 
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Paſſages throughout the whole Scripture that 
concur in — — this ſame ſuper- natural 
and all · ſufficient Source and Origin of our Faith, 
in Oppoſition to all the feeble Aids, and uncer- 
tain. Advices, that Reaſon might poſſibly con- 
tribute. to the Purpoſe. For we may obſerve, 
in mentioning. the Principle of Faith, that we 


are always informed together both what it is, 


and what it is not: Grace ye are ſaved, 
= through Faith, and that. not of yourſebves, it is the 
= Gift of Ged. No Man can come unto me, ſays. 
Chriſt, except it be given him of my Father. The 
Motive which induces Men to receive the my- 
ſterious Truths of the Goſpel, is the peculiar 
Grant. and Munificence of Heaven, over and 
above the common. Privileges of our Nature. It 
ſeems by the particular Negatives cy Foes ſo 
induſtriouſly diſperſed through all the Expreſſions. . 
that treat of this Subject, that it was apprehend- 
ed, that there mi git poſſibly happen, amongſt the 
, yawary, ſome. Miſtake upon the Occaſion ; and 
that therefore, as it was an Article of ſo great 
Concern to have a juſt Notion of, the greateſt. 
imaginable Care was taken, by the moſt preciſe. 
and emphatical Terms that could be GEES 
poſely to guard againſt any ſuch fatal Conſe- 
' quence. . But the ſtrongeſt Confirmation of all 
theſe politive and. repeated Revelations in the 
Point, the plaineſt . 5 and Direction 
what Kind of Evidence Chriſtians were always to 
truſt to and rely on for the Information and Aſ- 
ſurance of their Minds, we may find ſummed up 
in brief in their Maſter's laſt Inſtructions at part- 
ing. The Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, he ſpall teftify of me. As we have both 
the ſame Perſon and Commiſſion elſewhere again 
ſpecihed.; The Spirit, whom I ſhall ſend, ſhall. 
lead you into all Truth. But, not to ſtand for ever 


ot 
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tranſcribing Particulars, I refer you once more to 
the great Original, which will, I think, readily 
fave us both all farther Trouble in Quotations 
and Comments, and abundantly evince, in Op- 
poſition to alf the evaſive Conſtructions which 
may be impoſed on particular Paſſages, that he 
was in general 1 mfpire Conmvittion, as well as 
_ Holineſs, and 70 illaminate, as well as fanctify, 

our Hearts vi | p | fuppeſted 12 
Now this S ition, once let us, 
for a farther Fra and Confirmation, take a ſhorr 
View of Religion in the Light I have been re- 
preſenting it, of Infpiration and infuſed Evidence, 
Anfeers and wel ſhall readily” find, that this Principle 
exatth all alone fully anſwers all the Ends propefed; 
4. ell. eoncum in every Particular with what we muſt 
2 Faith. haturally expect from fuch an Aſſiſtanx, and has 
indeed all thoſe requiſite Qualities which Reaſon 
ſo manifeſtly wanted for the Office. It is, in the 


1: of n- firſt Place, Univerſal;" That Grace which bringeth | 


werſal lu. Salvation bath appeared unto all Men: This is the 


Fuente. Light which lighteth every Man that cometh into | 


tte World; the uniting Principle, that fpeaks the 

ſame Thing to all. Thus infrufed all alike, 

Men may be brought to think all alike, which 

could never, as I have ſhewed, have poſſibly 

been affected by any other Means. This, again, 

Of proper is of Autbority and Force ſufficient to counter- 
Wught. mand effettually againſt the moſt violent Aſſaults 
of | Temptation, as it is itſelf of equal Certainty 

with any Gratifications they can poſſibly propoſe. 
Since here is Feeling oppoſed to Feeling, Know- 
ledge to ſet againſt Appetite, and a ſtrong and 
palpable internal Senſe to balance all the Motions 


Efet. Ivflience;” and operates without Delay. Such 
was the Happy Metamorphoſis of an officious 
* Perſecutor, into as zealous an Apoſtle,” A _ 
| nnn. 5 ver ö 


fed; that ir 
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verſion effected not by the Force of dilatory In- 
ferences- and Concluſions, but by an irrefghtible 
Light from Heaven, that flaſhed Conviction in a 
Moment. Thus called, we make' 0 tarrying 10 
turn to the Lord, and put not off from Day to Day, 
our Faith is completed in an Inſtant, and the 
moſt perfect and finiſhed Creed produced at once, 
without the hazardous Attendance to be paid to 
any tedious Progreſs in Deductions of our own, 
or the capricious Adjournments of a factious and 
cavilling Council. By this Means all the necef- 
 fary Articles are brought home ſafely at once to 
our own Breaſts, and the enlightned Diſciple 
breaks forth abruptly into this full and ample 
Confeſſion, Rabbi, thou art Chriſt, thou art 
the: Sow f God, This is that fill, ſinall Poice 
that beſpeaks the immediate Preſence of the Di- 
vinity, and makes its Dictates, as it were, ſelf- 
evident to the Mind where it is lodged; In this 
the Sum and Subſtance of all Argumentation is 
briefly comprized, the very Spirit and Extract of 

all convicting Power, of a Nature, perhaps, but 
little differing from that of Intuition'itſel And | 
can there be for Minds, thus inftrudted; any 

Occaſion to concern themſelves afterwards'in un- vl 
ravelling any of the vain Subtleties and Conceits | 
of Caſuiſtry in the Point, or to apply to Libra- | 
ries for a more competent Information and Diſ- | 
covery? What is there after this remaining in 
human Wit, or theſe ſuſpicious Repoſitories of hu- 

man Teſtimony that can now deſerve our leaſt No- 
tice; or be thought of Conſequence to engage a | | 
Moment's Attention upon this Subject? Here we abe | 
have already God witneſſing for God, and ſpeak- % Cor 
ing for himſelf, and what Need baus we of fiber —_ 
Hitneſſes, who: have beard, as we may ſay; from 
bis. own Mouth © No; we ſtand no longer now in 

Need of any of the Credit of aneient Miraeles, 
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or the Genuineneſs of diſtant Records, a very 


lender and inſufficient Ground, as I have ſnewn, 


to anſwer all the great Purpoſes, and inſure all 

the rigid Demands of Religion. We can vouch, 
in its Stead, a preſent and a ſtanding Miracle of 
our own, an Evidence that ſupports all the ſame 
original Authenticneſs which it carried with it in 
Ages ſo far remote, this living Witneſs and uncor- 
rupt Commentator in our own Breaſts, ſurviving 
all Changes and Succeſſions, and equally co-tem- 

porary with every one of us. It is our Security, 


that he bas writ his Law in our Hearts. The in- 


delible Characters ſtamped upon thoſe living Ta- 
blets are ſuch as are out of the Power of the Un- 
faithfulneſs or Ignorance of Tranſcribers to falſify 
or pervert, Such as no Miſrepreſentations can. 
ever poſſibly intervene to corrupt, no ſucceeding 


Suggeſtions of à different Style to diſpute the 


Preference, or ſhake its Authority in our Minds. 
by any new Appearance. And, for: the utter 
Excluſion of all future Encroachments of the 
Kind, our faithful Monitor and Guardian has 
promiſed to continue this Office, and alide with 
1 himſelf (as long as our Faith is expected to 
laſt) to the Eud of - the World, that we might 
not be left liable one Moment to a Poſſibility of 
Error and Impoſition, which muſt unavoidably 
be the Caſe, if we were ever left to take any the 
leaſt Part of our Inſtructions from one another. 
Now, what a very different Proſpect this, and 
Ground of Security from the empty Notion of 
mere manuſcript Authorities and Paper Revela- 


tions 2: Compoſed thus of periſhable Materials, 


the Original itſelf, though penned: like that on 


Mount Sinai by the very Finger of God himſelf, 


and engraven even on Adamant inſtead of 


Marble, muſt in Time come to want Nepairs; 


2s for the preſent, it would neceſſarily require — 
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be multiplied by 7 1 = for immediate Com- 
munication. The very firſt Step therefore from 
this genuine Palladium into a Copy and Repre- 
ſentation at ſecond Hand, will, (like the Tradi- 
tion of a Miracle) detract in a great Degree 
from its divine Authority, as this muſt neceſſa- 
rily be the Work of Man, and liable of Courſe, 
from a | thouſand Cauſes, to fall ſhort and devi- 
ate from its great Exemplar. The Oppoſers of the 
Goſpel ſay, indeed, that this is the Caſe; and 
inſiſt ſtrongly, that the ſacred Text has been ac- 
tually much adulterated. With Regard to the 
Truth of their Aſſertion, and how that Fact 
ſtands, I will not take upon me at preſent to 
determine: But this, at leaſt, I will venture Such as 
a to aſſert in my Turn, that ſo far from reſting the Books could 
] Terms of our Salvation upon a Writing that muſt 276. — 
a run the common Hazards of all other Memorialss 
| of the kind, that even though a conſtant Mi- 
xacle were to interpoſe upon the Occafion to ex- 
empt this important Charge in particular from 
all theſe Qunges and Chances incident to all other 
Compoſitions; though the fame Almighty Power 
that firſt indited were to continue bh ras, per- 
tually with a Guardian Hand over the ſacred 
; 2 — and the conſtant Inſpection of an im- 
mediate Providence coneern'd to reviſe and kee 
it up alli its original Purity; = with all theb: 
. eſpecial [Privileges ſuppoſed; it were ſtil abſo- 
lutely defective and infufficient for any ſuch re- 
vealing Purpoſe as they would expect. The | 
plaineſt Terms, in the plaineſt Characters that | | 
could poſſibly be deviſed (and who will fay that | 
this is our preſent Caſe” with ' Regard to the 
Scriptures t᷑; were at the beſt but the putting a 
dead Letter into our Hands, without the addi- 
tional Grace of this active Interpreter to attend 
it. That the Proofs of every neceſſüry Article 
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certainly here to be traced is not Circum- 
28 ſufficient, if any Thing be left in the mean 
Time to the Skill 5 the Workman. The Trial 
of the Witneſſes, for Inſtance, is, without Doubt, 
a very noble and convincing Demonſtration, as it 
is managed, of that important Point of bur Lord's 
Reſurrection: I ſay as it ſtands now collected 
and reduced by Sit able Hand, to complete 
Mood and Figure for our ready Obſervation · But 
the extracting and ranging it thus advantageouſly, 
is by no Means the gs" of all thoſe — 
that Leſſon may concern, and who — — 
been but very ill provided with a — 
ſentation of that Matter, if they — no 
other Means of conducting that Argument 
through its Connexions in its fulleſt Force; 
it they had been conſcious of no nearer and more 
opportune Recourſe the while for their Satisfacti- 
2 . before ever this voluntary Apoſtle was 
aſed to 1 in their A, and roſe - 
a 17 in Iſrael. | 
If either out own, or out borrowed Conſtructi- 
dae, upon holy Writ,.. were our only Means for 
king out the Knowledge of cur Salvition, we 
might, I think, venture even to exceed the Apo- 
ſtle's Strain, in expreſſing the Deplorableneſs of 
ons N and — 7 with the gteateſt Ju- 
» that eue were of: — — 
be. If a juſt App en of the Authority and 
Senſe of ih Seri be neceſſary for us to attain 
by Reaſoning, ſo is in the: firſt Place, it muſt be 


| | agg . natural Underſtanding 
is, Again, a competent Pro- 


rtion py yer Skill in Lan and Science on the 
Beat: and of courſe, the Circumſtance of a 


Forpnoto foraih the Opportunity of 
2 ſo s, farther, the En- 
Allotment of Years —_ 
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bour through the Employment. To ſtate pro- 
perly its Merits, and clear its Meaning ; to ſet» 
tle ſh r then — 3 is 

inly enough a Taſk, that no eſs ifications 
Roa all admit our: Undertaking. - If a Bible 
therefore be once for this ſtrict and ſo- 
lemn Peruſal, tis eaſy: to ſee, that fo are other 
convenient Means of Information in great Abun- 
dance to give it both Light and Sanction ; that 
ſio is Pridgau's Connexions, for Inſtance; amongſt 
a thouſand other Volumes, to illuſtrate and ſup- 
R862 reaſonable in the 
Computation of my Demands, that I might come 
the ſooger to remark upon the Conſequence, and 
aſk in a Word, to What Purpoſe all theſe extra- | 
ordinary Ingredients of Senſe and Learning, and | 
Leiſure, thus almoſt-miraculouſly aſſembled to- = 
gether in our ſuppoſed Examiners? Why, to "mn 
enable at laſt, one perhaps in-ten-thouſand; to 
form ſomething of a playfble Canjeature upon 
the Subject, and very poſſibly (what the moſt in- 
genious Students, Who have gone that Way to 
work, have often had the hard Lot to fall into) 
But, to return to my Argument, purſuant to 
this my Explanation of the Nature of Faith, and 
the Means of attaining it, we may be cow able to 
pe eee eee | 

fuch:s Grime, and fo ſevere a Penalty to be de- May mate 
nounced againſt Unbelicf,: which no other 20 
Suppoſition we could poſſibly do. The uni verſal 
Tender of this Conviction, however potent in its 
Influence, muſt yet depend greatly upon the pro- 
Diſpoſition of our Minds to give it Reception 
its ». and ſo far will give Place, and 
afford ample Matter for Trial and Pzobation, and 
become indeed a Teſt of our Obedience. W — 
91 | ; : 
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the arbitrary Determinations of Reaſon are well 

known to be Events entirely out of our Power, 
and conſequently to leave no ſuch Room for ei- 
ther our Merit or Offence. Hence, I ſay, can 
ariſe the only poſſible Connexion in Nature be- 


twixt Conſcience and Believing, in other 
Light the moſt ridiculous Jargon in the World. 
Human Invention cannot find an equal Image to 
the Abſurdity of an obedient or criminal 
Underftanding. The ſeeing of Sounds, or hear- | 
ing of Colours, are Illuſtrations far ſhort of the 
Nonſenſe of Conſcience in Opinion upon any other 
Principle. - The commanding "Men % believe 
commanding them to have their Rea- | 

ſon ſatisfied; and this with threatned Imputation 


of Guilt and Infliction of Puniſhment, is ſuch a 


Scheme at firſt View, as no Pretence of Authori- 
ty, human or divine, can command any Regard 
or Attention to, or indeed any Notice, but that 
of the Contempt due to Paradoxes, the "moſt 
eminentiy impudent and ridiculous. On the 
other Hand, a rebellious Oppoſition of all the 
gracious Inſtances of the divine Spirit to enlighten 
- our Hearts, the willful Repugnance to all his 
earneſt Solicitations to accept of his ſaving 
Truths, may they not as deſervedly all 
that ſo gteat an Injury calls for; or the Reſent- 
ment of ſo great a Perſonage can inflict? Here 
Diſbelieving and Guilt have —.— again when 
BAY together, ſince the Compliance required is no 
ger than that of the U — but of the 
Vill. in its Nature free, and therefore account- 
able; and though we are not by any Means 
chargeable for the Effects of our Apprehenfion, 
yet there is no Reaſon. but that we r 
all Juſtice called to the ſtricteſt r our 
er g e and ener 
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are fuck Juſt Objects of our Wonder and Reſent- 
ment; which confidered merely as different Opi- 


_ nions,*and as the ſpeculative Reſults of different 


Underftandings, have certainly nothing in them 
either ſo ſtrange or deteſtable, but are on the 
conitraty, © Conſequences extremely natural, and 
no more than what was to be expected on ſuch an 
Occaſion: Ve beſeech hou, Brethren, ſays the 
Apoſtle, that you all ſpeak. the ſame Thing, —— 
that ye be all perfeftly of the ſame Mind, and the 
fame Judgment. A ſtrange Requeſt this, till we 
come to conſider the Character and Doctrine of 
the Speaker, and the Means by which he deſired 
it ſhould be effected; which is explained to us 
in another Place, with the Repetition of the like 
Demand, the God of all Conſolation grant you to 
be Me- minded. n 

From this Account alone of the Matter can 
we reconcile ourſelves conſiſtently to the ſudden 
Converſion of ſo many upon little or no ſeeming 
Evidence, and diſcover both why it was expect- 
ed, and why accepted at their Hands. Follow 
me, ſays our Lord to Matthew, and immediately 
Be left all and followed. bim. It would ſurely 


ſeem ſtrange, humanly conſidered, to ſee him 


deſerting thus precipitately a beneficial Employ- 
ment for he knew not whom ; which muſt be the 
Caſe, if we ſuppoſe the Summons directed to his 
Reaſon”; if he was not affected at the ſame Cri- 
fis by ſome correſponding Call within to influ- 
ence his Motions, and warrant his Prudence: 
For it is either likely, if bat be bad ſeen before 
had had that good Effect upon him, as to diſpoſe 
him to Diſcipleſhip, that he would have had the 
Merit of engaging voluntarily in the Service, 
without waiting for a particular Addreſs, or elſe 


that he would nevet have is ſo obſequious 
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to it on 3 ſudden at the firſt Qffer, 2s to.com- 
ly at ance, at the Loſs of his Liyelihgod fer a 
'ord's ſpeaking. In another Place it is record» 
ed, and as a Diſcipleſhip not ill received, that 
mam, who it ſeems had never heard. of him ha- 
fore, believed on bim readiy far the Sung of. the. 
Fiman. A. notable Foundation truly for, Confi-, 
dence and Conviction, and 17 Martyrdom, 
without ſome internal Aſſiſtant of ſuperio Credit 
to ſecond and make good the light Intelligance. 
O Fools, and ſlow to believe And all:this 1 
you imagine, only becauſe zhe/e 1100 poor deladed 
Travellers, involved only in a national, and. hu- 
Any eee een 
with Regard to the Nature of their promis'd De- 
Hivfrance,as having never had any Notion ſuggeſt- 
ed to them. of any Thing more dreadful to appae- 
hend than Skeveryand Subjection to their Enenes, 
or been trained paths Ambition of a Sitpatipn;þe- 
'ond that of. their oon Caan. Becauſe Men, 
ſay, uoder theſe Circumſtances, had nor. by the 
Dint of à peculiar, 9 of their ow] n, Loop 
a ſingplarly happy Turn of Thought, peen 
to trace out precilely in their myſteripus Records 
aſpiritnal and ſuffering Meſſiah and a Propiczation 
for Sins, in direct Oppoſition to gol Gre Senſe 
of their Country on that Point, and all the au- 
thentic Determinations and Comments of their 
ableft Doctors and Sanhedrims, who had been fo 
ho Preparing them in the Expectation of a 7ri- 
mphant Stangard-Bearer and a, temporal one. Is 
it to be believed, that God would * any 
of his Creatures with a defective Intellect, when 
he was pleaſed to give them no better? Rather, 
is 1t not very evident, that this Anĩmadvexſion is 
by no Means applicable to their Underſtandings, 
or any Charge of their being dull Scholars, but 
a ſevere Reprehenſion zuſtly due to wx 
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Refuſal and Diſclaim of profer'd Grace? A Mind 
prepared and ſuſceptible of theſe Impreſſions, it 
was their Part to cultivate for the Admittance of 
this heavenly Gueſt: So reaſonable and neceſſa 
a Recommendation this, that wherever this Dit- 
tion was known to be wanting, he would not 
at any Pains in ſoliciting ſuch, but gave them 
up inſtantly to the Hardneſs of their Hearts with- 
out Remedy, depriving them judicially even of 
the moſt common Advantages, and not permit- 
ting them thofe accidental Opportunities of ſeeing 
any of his Miracles, which might poflibly have 
alarmed their ſtubborn Minds into a better State, 
and prompted a Deſire of farther Inſtruction. He 
did not many mighty Works there, becauſe of therr 
Unbelief ; which would have been the very Rea- 
ſon of his multiplying them, or fome better 
Means; ſor their Reduction, if he had thought 
them Subjects the leaſt deſerving of his farther 
Care or Aſſiſtance. In ſuch a Caſe, we might not 
unreaſonably expect to ſee ſomething more of the 
long-Suffering Character difplayed in their Be- 
half; ſome more patient Degree of Attendance 
had, in all Probability, been indulged to a 
Genius and innocent Scruples, if they had been 
the only Impediment ; it might feem fomewhat 
hard and ſevere to reprobate, by fo ſhort a Pro- 
ceſs, for Hefitation, thoſe whom perhaps one ad- 
ditional Circumſtance of Power ſhining upo 
them, had brought to # proper Temper and Obe- 
dience. We may well prefume, that he who 
left the Boſom of his Father purely to give us 
this important Information, would never have fo 
capriciouſly neglected an Errand that coſt him 
thus dear to undertake; or have deſiſted from all 
Oceafions to promote the gracious Scheme of our 
Salvation to the utmoſt, upon any other Account 
$han that of our own * W 
l | 2 O 
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For the ſame Reaſon only it was, and for a 4 
per Puniſhment upon the incredulous and ſtiff- 


necked Jews, that he was ſo particularly cauti- 


ous of expoſing his Perſon after his Reſurrection 
to publick View; when his taking one Turn in 
the Market - Place might have ſpared both the 

inful Labours and Lives of ſo many holy 

ouchers, who periſhed merely by the  Thing's 
being done in a Corner. No; but if they believe 
not the inward Atteſtations of the Holy Spirit, 
neither ſhall they be perſuaded by one's riſing from 
the Dead. And therefore, if ever our Goſpel be bid 
it is hid delervedly to theſe only that are loft, and 
have already wilfully forfeited all Claim to far- 
ther Grace, or any repeated Inſtances of -Perſua- 
ſion. According to the ſame Account we find, 
wherever the outward Enforcements of the Goſ- 


pel did not ſucceed, this conſtant. Explanation 


of its Want of Effect; The Word preached did 
not profit them, not being mixed with Faith in them 
that beard it. ' * bas 

It appears then that, by this revealed and 
Scripture Account of the Matter, all the difficule 
and ſurprizing Phænomena that occur in the 
Courſe of our Reflection, and Review of this 
Subject, are conſiſtently cleared and explained to 
our Satisfaction, that Men may be certainly this 
Way highly culpable before God and Man, for a 
Deficiency in Belief; that they may be as equita- 
bly obliged to an immediate Acknowledgment: of 
the Truth; and that he who requires all this at 
their Hands, may be yet ſtrictly juſtifiable in 
withdrawing bis Light from ſuch as chuſe to „t 
in Darkneſs, and abſolutely refuſing the Continu- 
ance of all Means of Conviction to ſuch, as by 
their Ingratitude and Neglect had rendered them- 


ſelves unworthy of all farther Solicitation, and 


would, by their Infidelity of Spirit, render its 
0? l | Opere- 


| 
| 
{ 
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Operations, if tried, of no Effect. On the other Tie Confi- 
Hand, leaving this Solution for a while out of the % 
oO let us now turn the Tables, and take * 


2 r "Tae ar 
a ſhort View of our religious Perſuaſion in its Re- ,, „. 


verſe, and merely as it ſtands upon its own Bot-. Yiew. 
tom; let us contemplate for a Moment the CE- 
conomy of our Faith in no other Light than what 
our Underſtanding will afford us for the Proſpect; 
and ſee what a venerable Figure it will make un- | 
der ſuch a Repreſentation, and conſidered only 
in the Eye of ſtrict and unaſſiſted Reaſon. - To 
take it as it naturally occurs, in its very firſt | 
11 Step; for Inſtance, of Baptiſm. Can any Thing re, i 
be more natural, upon hearing of a rational Faith, Bapri/m. | 
than to interrogate, with the greateſt Simplicity, = 
after our Church-Catechiſm? iy tben are In- 
fants: baptized, when by Reaſon of their tender Age 
they cannot poſſibly pretend to know any Thing of 
the Matter ? To. repreſent this whole Proceed- 
ing 1ftly, according to the Laws of Reaſon, 
would be to give a very injurious Image of that 
heavenly Myſtery. For they article, might the 
invidious Objector ſay, without knowing it, to 
believe they know not what; and this Act, which 
is properly no Act at all, is received as ſomething 
14 to all Intents and Pu:poſes complete in itſelf, and | 
| compriſing the whole Sum and Extent of a guſt 
Perſuaſion. Their living longer afterwards, to be 
capable of being informed what it is they have 
ptomiſed to believe, may poſſibly endanger, but 
cannot add to the Terms of their contracted Ha 
pineſs. The Merits: of the moſt finiſned Con- | 
viction are already theirs by Imputation; their | 
Claim to Heaven ftands already allowed; and Mil- ; | 
lions are accordingly, we know, actually ſaved 
upon the Strength of the mere Ceremony, with- 
out ever having had the Capacity of exerting one 
ſingle Thought upon . or any other _— 
: : 3 8 5 
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So far are they all the while from knowing any 
thing Why, that they do not fo much as 
What they believe, or, indeed, that — be- 
lieve any thing at all.—I could well enlarge, if 
Occaſion were, upon this Head, and reduce the 
whole Syſtem, by each particular Article, to that 
uncouth Image, which through the falſe Medium 
f Reaſon, it muſt ever ſtrike upon our Senſes. 
t if you will conſult the great Lord * Bacon 
upon the Subject, you will find the Application of 
this Teſt of Reaſon to Religion fully made al- 
ready to your Hands, and-tarried with one conti+ 
nued Series and Air of Repugnancies through al- 
moſt all the My ſteries of the Goſpel. And yet no 
will, I believe, offer to doubt his perſonal 
erſuaſion of the Truth of them, on Account of 
the ſeeming Contrarieties he has there ſet to view, 
whilſt he was ſcanning them by the inadequate 
00 of 2 2 l He knew well 
that all theſe Abſurdities, as they r to us, 
were ſo far from being Matter of Ik Jes 
Jouſy, or Exception to its Vetacity, that they 
are the ſtrongeſt Preſumptions poſſible in its Fa- 
vour, and the neceſſary Conſequences of our at- 
tempting of ourſelves to pronounce at all upon 
divine Subjects, that its not proving correſpon · 
dent to, or reconcileable with, our Notions, is a 
Circumſtance rather violently declarative of its 
being in Truth the genuine and undoubted Re- 
preſentation of his Will, who #:nketh nat as Man 
tbink#th. e113 ÞUE 2 
There cannot indeed be on Earth two Things 
more widely differing, than this ſame Religion 
humanly conſidered, and falling under the pro- 
per Cogtuzance of this ſupernatural and inſpired 
Bens when it is attempted to be weighed in the 
pnequal Scales of human Reaſon, and when it 


? Ser bis Religious Paradoxes. = 


* 
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has its juſt Poize by being proved in the Balance 
75 the Santuary. With Men this is impoſſible, 
But with God all Things are paſte is a Diſtincti- 
dn no where more rong'y exemplified than in 
this Subject: By his Almighty Influence, the Faith 
F Grace ſhall give us Demonſtration of Things in 
a thouſand 1 es, to which he Faith of Rea- 
ſen could never have, in any Degree, . reconciled 


ug. They claſh in their very firſt Principles, their 73 Call- 
very firſt Leſſons are the moſt direct Contradicti- vation of 


ons to each other: The Foundation of Philoſo- 


Phy is all Doubt and Suſpicion, as the Founda- produce 


tion of Religion is all Acquieſcence and Belief, 


ut how extremely diſtinct and oppoſite, they are ict. 


in their Natures and Intereſts, we may judge yet 
more certainly from their conſtant experienced 

Effects, by obſerving that there never was, in 
Fact, any right 1 or Correſpondence 
betwixt their ſeveral Profeflors ; that from the 

very earlieſt Accounts, they have ran naturally 
into ſeparate Parties, have manifeſted, on all Oc- 
caſions, a hoſtile Diſpoſition, and mutual Anti- 
pathy, and ſtood. ever, in the moſt diſtant Re- 
move, from all Poſſibility of amicable Terms and 
Reconcilement. The Philoſopher inſolently ſcoff- 
ing the Believer, and he in his Turn, as zea- 
| Jouſly proſcribing the Philoſopher. The Wiſdom 

of Mas has ever been reputed Fool/neſs with God 
and his Servants, and but too often the Cen- 
ſute has been (however vainly) retorted. A freſh 
Inſtance of the Truth of that general Doctrine 
which I am endeavouring through the whole to 
 Jnculcate ! For if this Chriſtian Syſtem had pro- 
ceęded on rational Principles, it could never cer- 
tainly have laboured under all that Contempt in 
the Eves of the letter'd World which it did, and 
which the Miniſters of its Propagation were be- 
forchand expreſsly affured would do. It _ 
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all the Advantage of coming on the Stage, 1 f 
Time of Day when Reaſon was in the high 1 


Requeſt and Reputation, and was ſure to have 


the faireſt Play 


countenanced and encouraged: The World had 
never Ears more open; nor was ever better diſ- 
poſed to attend the canvaſſing Things by Argu- 
ment, if that had been the Ground they had gone 
upon. It was then, by their own Confeſſion, the 
general Turn and common Employment amongſt 
Mankind, to be induftriouſly logking out for Iu- 
telligence: The Improvement of their Knowledge 
was that to which they had devoted all their 
Thoughts; it was the undeviating Buſineſs of 
their whole Lives earneſtly to cultivate Informati- 
tion by all poſſible Methods; and they had ſuc- 
ceeded accordingly in their Proficieney, and theſe 
Children of this World were in their Generation, at 
leaſt, as wiſe as the Children of Light. This was 
the Situation in which they profeſs to have found 
the Audience they were to addreſs, and a moſt 
| adyantageous and favourable one it was as could 
be wiſhed, if they had dealt in Arguments, and 

ad human Means of Conviction to produce. 
But it ſeems they were not ſo to learn Chriſt, and 
that Religion and Science were, as I contend, 
two very remote and different Subjects. How 
frequent is it, accordingly, to obſerve the Effects 
of the Spirit operating with the greateſt Energy 
and Succeſs, in Objects where, to our Percepti- 
on, a very ordinary Degree of intellectual Im- 
provement is ſcarce diſcoyerable ; how much true 


Zeal, and Acuteneſs of ſpiritual Diſcernment, 


ſhining forth in Breaſts unadvanraged with the mi- 
nuteſt Portion of human Talents, or Acquire- 
ment'? On the other Hand, is any Thing again 
More common, than to meet with the brigheſt 
[EEE 33 > i, "1... Sc > b : | f Votaries 
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imaginable : Never were her 
Friends, the profeſt Searchers for Truth, more 
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Votaries of the rational Claſs, deſtitute of every 
Glimpſe of ſaving Knowledge, or the leaſt No- 
tion of ſuch a Thing as divine Faith? The World 
by Wiſdom. knows not God. Nay ſo neceſſarily op- 

ſite are theſe two Species of Men, that their 
very Qualifications on. both Sides are ſo many 
mutual and inſuperable Impediments in their 
Way, to hinder even all Poſſibility of any Ap- 
proach'or Accommodation. The religious Man, 
for Inſtance, the enlightened Diſciple of the Croſs, 
who feels within all that glorious Diſplay of the 
Power defcribed, and all that demonſtrative Aſ- 
furance of the Truth of à Belief, by which his 
Salvation ſtands enſured, is conſcious that he is 
poſſeſſed already of the one Thing neceſſary, and 
therefore contemns very juftly all meaner Pur- 
ſuits, which might poſſibly in any Meaſure divert 
his Mind from intending with all it's Powers the 
only Science deſerving of his Application or Re- 
gard. On the other hand, the Character of the 


"Philoſopher diſqualifies him again as much, for 


the having his Mind open to Influences, of which 
he has not the leaſt Conception or Eſteem; the 
habitual Turn of his Thoughts, his contracted 
Fondneſs for regular Argument, and inviolable 
Attachment to certain eſtabliſhed Teſts, will, of 
courſe, prevent his being ever- affected by any 
thing that offers in any other Shape. His very 
Progreſs in carnal Wiſdom has, we ſhall find, been 
but ſo much going backward in the School of 
Chriſt, on Account of which Effect, the Apoſtle 
ſo juſtly terms it, earthly, ſenſual, devikiſh. Thus 
prepoſſeſt, he will hear of nothing that does not 
uſt happen to fall in exactly with what he yainly 
affects ro call the Laws of Nature, which he has 
already irreverſibly determined in his own Mind, 
and which engroſs all his Devotion, Moral Re- 
lations are with him the general Touchſtone 5 

TO n FEY! the 


nn 
che Trial of all Truths that come in his Way 3 
and Revelation itſelf ſtands or falls in his Opinion, 
only ſo far as it agrees with We 
Standard. So that you ſee, a /ubtile Spirit and a pe- 
netratiię Geniu 
expreſs 1 
Particula | | 
which you would fix on ſuch a Suppoſition. 
So much did the impotent Policy of that de- 


hided' Apoſtate Julian miſtake its Aim, when, 


in the Malice of his Heart, he painted the 
Children of Chriſtians from the Advantages, as 
he concaved it, of a Schoal-Education, and be- 


ing trained in Leſſons of Philoſophy, which, in! 
as he weakly apprehended, | 
to the forwarding of that Intereſt, and rendering | 


ſtead of contributin 


their Qualifications more formidable, might, in 
all Probability, have produced often the lame fa- 
tal Effects amongſt them, as it had done already 


on. himſelf, and have diſpoſed them to give ab- 


ſurdly the Preference to Paganiſm and Idolatry. 
A prudent Manager in his Place, that had well 
underſtood the Nature of his accurſed Fraject, 
would, in Proſecution of the ſame Scheme, 3 
taken juſt contrary, Meaſures, and ſpite fully ſec 
open the Schools every. where for their Admiſſi- 
on; he would have earneſtly encouraged their re- 
taining to the Profeſſion of Philoſo = and 1n- 
vited them by all poſſible Arts and Privileges, to 
the Cultivation of a Science, that has ,generally 
been found to prove ſo deſtructive of their Prin- 
ciples. This had been proceeding, judiciouſly 
however, and with Art as diabolical as the Deſign, 
by thoſe very Politicks, from which the Apoſtle 
very juſtly apprehended ſome Danger indeed, and 
againſt which his cautionary Precept is ſo ſolemn- 
p ery directly. levell'd. Beware 5. any. Man 
7 you rough Phioſey and vin Dec, oi 
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, as you ſo fententioully affected to | 
f, may poſſibly Bind a Man in ſore | 
rs, Without all that Degree, of Paradox | 
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the Tradition of Men, after the Rudimits of the 
World and not after Chriff. It had bid ſurely the 
faireſt for the Accompliſhment of his Purpoſe, 
that they ſhould have contracted early a Propen- 
ſity to Diſtruſt and Contradiction, that aſſuming 
and rying Turn of Philoſophers, which is ſo 
widely di t from the Temper required to 
valify a Candidate for the Diſcipleſhip of Chriſt. 
e has declared, that 2 Man can receive the Goſ- 
pet, except he receive it as à little Child in the Im- 
potence and Impuberty of a dutiful Underſtand- 
ing; in the tractable Simplicity of unptactiſed 
| Reaſon; not with the Claims of a ſelf-ſufficient 
Diſputant; the haughty and arrogant Spirit of a 
replying Academic; but with all the obſequious 
Submiſſion and humble Acquieſcence of a Babe, 
who has no other Diſpoſition, but e learn bis 


Lifſon. 

But for the ſtrongeſt Explanation of the Truth 
* of what I am ſuggeſting, that Reaſon cannot 
fibly have any Thing to do upon theſe Occa- 
ons, let me recommend you only for one Mo- 
ment into ſome Aſſembly of the Faithful at their 


Devotions. Repair, I ſay, but to the next Common 
Scene of religious Worſhip, and contemplate/an4ar4 


there in your Mind what paſſes in your View, 


Creeds no 


Efe of 


and the Nature of the Proceedings ; a numerous private 
Congregation, the Votaries of an extenſive Dif- R-aſoning. 


tri, and their ſtrit Concurrence to the niceſt 
Punctilio in all the doctrinal Points there uttered, 
and bring me ingenuouſly your true Judgment 

the Matter. Is it poſſible that you will af 
fert, that this harmonious Flock are thus alto- 
gether really giving a ralional Aſſent to all theſe 
curious Articles, and profound Theorems, when 
your Experience, in the mean Time, aſſures you, 
that the Generality of theſe unanimous Confeſ- 
lors haye neyer, in their whole Lives, beſtowed 


I one 
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one ſingle Thought, in a ſpeculative Way, upon 
the Truth or Falſhood of that long Train of 
Propoſitions they ſo liberally avow ? You muſt 
— readily grant the contrary, and fall of 
Courſe into my eaſy Account of this ſtrange Pro- 


ceeding, owning that it can be only the Effect of 


the ſame Spirit, that from the Lips of them all 
contrives to "ſpeak the ſame Tbing; that, by 
this Means, though Men cannot be all of one 
Opinion, they may of one Faith, which they 
hold, not in Unity of Underſtanding, but, as 
our Liturgy well expreſſes it, in the Bong of Peace, 
and Unity of Spirit. A Diſtinction that can alone 
juſtify the Conſiſtency of the Practice, which 
muſt be otherwiſe unavoidably liable to Reproach 
for its Abſurdity, and render its Abettors very 
deſervedly obnoxjous to the Apoſtle's Cenſure of 
rearing Altars to an unknown God. A Diſtinction 
too which the ſame Apoſtle himſelf elſewhere al- 
lows, when he affirms of the Caſe of repeating 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, that one may pray 
with the Spirit, though not mit the Underſtanding. 
And what Wonder? when we conſider, that this 


gences, and that it is not Fleſh and Blood that hath 
revealed this unto them, but that they are all taughi 
of Gad; that it is he only that hath. beard and 
learned of the Father that cometh to Chriſt, —So then 

lainly it is no more of him that zhinketh, or of 
= — reaſoneth, but of God who ſheweth Mercy. 
I am indeed, after all, well aware, that you 
are not without your Precedents in this Perſua · 
ſion; that there have been very ſtrenuous Advo- 
cates for your Side of the Queſtion, and thoſe too 
Perſons of no ordinary Eminence and Reputation, 
both for their Abilities and religious Attachments. 
I have, I muſt confeſs, been myſelf but too often 

2 Witneſs to this Kind of Language from the 
"0 + ; Pulpit, 
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Pulpit. I have been often aſſured, from a ſtrarige 
Miſapplication of a ſtraggling Text, ſome fainr 
Outline which ſeemed, they fancied, to counte- 
nahce ſuch a Notion, that I was 7s prove all 
« Things,' (a hopeful Taſk!) before I believed any 
Thing. That Iwas not only left free toenquire, 


« if I pleaſed, into the Truth of all Fundamentals 


« in Religion, but that it was actually a Duty in- 
« cumbentupon me to do ſo, and a fatal and un- 


« pardonable Neglect to omit it. That I could 


* gneveranſwer it, either to God or myſelf; to be 
any one's Diſciple, without the Warrant of 
« that Reaſon he had given me to judge by, and 


« purpoſely to diſtinguiſh betwixt Truth and 
* Falhood. 


That it was, in ſhort, a Qualification 


ich “ indiſpenſably required at my Hands, to be al- 


« ways able and ready to give an intelligible and 
« fſatisfactory Account of the Ground of my Faith 
«*« to any that ſhould aſk me the Queſtion, and a 
« Reaſon of: the Hope that was in me. © © © 


Now how well grounded this pompous Char- B, ef 
ter is, we ſhall be beſt able to determine, by Guide: 

repairing once more to the great Original from e- 
whence: they pretend to extract it, and date this . 


wild and latitudinarian Commiſſion. There we 


are told expreſly, that Faith is the Evidence of tice. 


Things not ſeen. A ſhort and plain Definition 
enough, as one would apprehend. But theſe 
Men, by their Account make it only the Evi- 


dence of Things ſeen: They take upon them to 


reverſe the authentic Precept, and bid us wallł by 
Sight inſtead of Faith ; whilſt they are teaching 
us thus, that our Faith ought to be the Reſult of 
our. own Reaſonings, and telling their Saviour in 
Effects, with Thomas, that ſeeing is believing, And 
how ſuch a Declaration may expect to be received, 
may be judged from the Manner of his Accept- 


ance; Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou 


I « bap 


L 
| 


Where; Bleſſed are tbey that haue not ſten, and yet 


ITemper Chriſtianity has ever required at our ſelf: 
Hands, and graced, when; diſcovered, with the ¶ Impec 
 _  canftant Marks of its higheſt Approbation. If E 
aux Share of the Work 
put into our own Hands, if any Method of. Trial 
may ſeem at any Time recommended to p 


this is evidently what Philoſophers call argu- 
ing in a Cirele, and begging the Queſtion: But 
8 I in 


10 8 

* haſt belioued A very cold Reception of his dif · 
ful Humour and late Acknowledgment, inti- 
mating ſtrongly, that his Pretenſiang to his Ma- 
ſter's Fayour diminiſhed in Proportion to the De- 
ee of Evidence he had thought fit to require of 
. that there was no mighty. Merit in being 
convinced by Demonſtration, and when he could 
no longer poſſibly avaid it, And which was all 
ſtall more ſeverely expreſſed in the Beatirude, ſo 
ſignificantly ſubjoinedand addreſſed abliquely elſe- 


have believed. Theſe: indeed were the Votarics, 
and this the Kind of Attachment which he may be 
always obſerved to have particularly encouraged arch = 
and affected in his Followers, A fatward Fro - nence 
penſity to aſſent without Lingring or Cavil, pr 

modeft and humble Diſpoſition to receive the 
Tender of his Docttines rather as Matter of 
Inſtruction, than as the State af a Caſe ſubmit- 
ted to any Arbitration of our on, is the 


to be ever at all 


| repare 
the Way for ſuch an Acknowledgment, it will 
preſently be reconciled, when we conſider what, 
are the Rules giyen us on theſe Occaſions ;. that 
they are not ſuch as can ever render the Conſe- 
quence of our Scrutiny ptecarious, or admit of 
any Poſſibility of a Miſtake on ons Part. The 
Seripture- Teſt and Standard for finding out the 
Spirits of Truth is no more than this; —Here- 
by ye ſhall know them. Every ene. that confeſſeth 
that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of God.” Nou 


Imped 
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in Faith you ſeeit is a neceſſary Preliminary; He 
8 muſt believe that be is, _ 

With what. Severity does our Lord reprove Contrary 
Kd din A Infidelity in his. Diſciples, for, ima- 4 70. 
Faß they were i a to be drowned when 417 

ol. was * ſinking under them, and it G,, 
hat been from all Appoarange a Sin againſt. com- 
mon Senſe tp. have thought any otherwiſe ? In 
like 175 was Zacharias ſtruck dumb on the 
Per for only heſitating upon what carried, ac- 
to the common Courſe of Mrtute, — 
highs ſt Face of Impoſtibility.. 

In, what Farticular is it that we find the Patri 
arch Abraham: ever ſtiled with ſo juſt an Emi- 
nence The, Father of the Faithful, — ſo much 


g us AN Ear moſt lau- 


dable Pattern our Imitation? Why becauſe 
gain 1. e. contrary to a human Proba- 
bility., he, believed in Hape, and confidered not 
(whaf one would imagine ſhould have offered it- 
ſelf: the firſt to his Conſideration) all the natural 
ents that ſeemed to tender the promiſed 
Event impracticable. But the Paſſage = moſt 
fully, and beyond all Poſſibility of Miſconception, 
deſcrihes to us the true Nature of Faith in pro- 
ſeſt Oꝑpoſition to that miſtaken Notion of aratio- 
val one, which ſome had, it ſeems, crroveouſly 


entertained, is in the xth Gap, of the ee 
to. the Romans, where the whole * dif- 


culled at large, and thus preciſely determined: 
* Tha Rightequſnefs' which is by Faich ſpeakath on 
** this wiſe. Say not in thyHeart, who fall aſcend 
* up, in Heaven? (that is to bring Chriſt down 


from above) or wha ſpall deſcend into; the Deep? 


«(tha is; e \ 
Youneed not be at all this Pains to ranſack Heaven 

and Earth for Intelligence and Satisfaction in the 

W But what ſaith it! The 9 _ 
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Hen in thy Mouth, and in thy Heurt; thut is," the 
Word of Faith which we preach. For with the 
Heart Man believeth* unto Righteottſneſs', &c. 
And this Deſcription; calculated profefſedly for 
the Inftruftion, and ſetting right of ſome well- 
meaning Devotees, of whom he had teſtified juſt 
before, that they bad the Zeal of God, but not accord- 
ing to Knowledge ; and wanted only to be better 
informed. If my Argument could admit, after 
this, of any additional Confirmation, I might 
mention, from the ſame Authority, that Simpli- 
city Which the A aſcertains elſewhere, as 
the proper Chara eriſtic, and known Stamp of 
the Elek. For you fee your Calling, Brerbren, 1. e. 
the Nature of your Religion, how that not many 


wiſe Men after the Fleſh, dc. And to ſecond this 


Obſervation by conſtant Experience,” there are 
not wanting, through all Ages and Records, a- 
bundant Witneſſes, from Origen down to our own 
THlotſon, what a Medley of a Character the Qua- 
lifications of Faith and a reaſoning Turn exhibit, 


whenever they happen to meet Both in the ſame i . 


_ Perſon. And how indeed ſhould we expet any 

other Conſequence from them, het e may ob- 
ſerve, that Defences of religious Tenets, proceed 
in a quite different Style from that of any other 
Logic one meets with; that ſuch a kind of Rea- 


ſoning is avowed upon this Subject, as goes di- 


rectly oppoſite to every other Species of Argu- 
ment that carries the Name. Not to confine it 
barely to a Credo quis impeſſbile eſt, and the reſt 
of that Strain, which would have been conſider'd 
as no ordinary Degrees of Paradox and Enthuſi- 
aſm, if advanced ſeriouſly. upon any other Occa- 
ſion. Nay, ſo well and ſo generally is this Di- 
ſtinction and Diſſonance underſtood, that nothing 
can be more common than to hear it, upon this 
very Principle, urged every Day, "= 
: ) wg ru Y 
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Study of the Mathematicks in particular, i that ic 
was frequently found to have a Tendency to the 
creating an infidel Turn in the Mind, b diſpoſing 
it to : Diſregard for any other kind of Evidence, 

than ſuch as it was uſed to meet in that favourite 
Science. Whereas moſt religious Truths are ſo 
far from admitting of any ſuch Teſt, or giving 
into thoſe ſtrict Rules of Proof, that all officious 
Attempts of this Kind, to illuſtrate them at all by 
Argument, have been generally found to have 
little other Effect, than to obſcure and render 
them ſuſpected. Even upon the plaineſt Queſtion 
in Nature, the Exiſtence of a Deity itſelf, the 
Subject of the World, where all Men, as it is 
owned, muſt needs naturally believe, if left fair- 
ly to themſelves, and uninſtructed, may one not 
venture boldly to affirm, and that without the 
left invidious Inſinuation to the Diſadyantage of 
that extraordinary Perſon, that all the laboured 
Productions of Dr. Clarke himſelf (ingenious as 
they are) in that Behalf, have rather contributed 
to make for the other Side,of the Queſtion, and 
raiſed a. thouſand new Difficulties in the Reader's 
Mind, which would never elſe have occurred to 
him, where it has ſent away one ſingle Perſon 


«of _ thoroughly ſatisfied in the Point, or, indeed left | 
Ji him only in the lame . Degree of Perſuaſion it 
-_ found him? And will any one declare ingenu- 
Br oully, that he finds himſelt as free from all little ; 
— Doubts and Sctuples, and, in effect, the ſame l 
he good and faſt Believer, after the deliberate Peruſal 

er'd ” wy * 

6 of theſe Arguments, as he was when he firſt took | 
_ them in Hand? To ſay Truth, the very hearing R:lizien 
"ov theſe Subjects canvaſſed freely, though never ſo ill =o | 
Vi: much to their Advantage in Point of Argument, ci 7 
8 is, in itſelf; a very dangerous Practice, and a great * we | 
i he Weakening to all religious Attachments, which 26 Rea 2 


ate eſtabliſhed on ſo much a bettet Ground. The /ring.” = 
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Corroborations of Reaſon, 
may be had, ate fo far from advantaping the 


granting chat they, 


tereſts of this Cauſe, chat the ex naturally tend to 
leflenits Authority in Men's Minds, by deb baſing 
it too much 4 a Mixture of our common Con- 
ceptions, and feeming to ſuggeſt chat we owe | 


ſomething of our Robe i wiedge to the An. 


ftance of human Means and Endeavours of gur 
own. However it be, tbe look prefutnpry- 
ouly into the Ark of God, whatever Tight and 


9005 Ee Bulky 


15 beerf made a in in HM by 1 1 
forward Spirits, who were themfelves entirely i 85 
norant of the true Princi le, that an abe U. 
acquaintance with theſe Matters, was the moſt 
effectual Security for our inviolable Adherence to 
them, and that 1enoravce was, in plain Tern 
the Mother of all Devotion. And ſo far, in Fact, 
is certain, if we 1185 but the leaſt into the Annals 
of our own , that there never has been 
ſeen leſs of Zeal a an "Steadinefs ; in the Cauſe of 
Religion, than at thoſe particular] unctures, When 
the Circumſtances of the Times necefliri} yi 


Men to the cloſeſt try into its Merics. 
inconſiderable has the Liſt of Martyrs been 9 
found, at the Teſt, in Compariſon with all tho 
who have made it wall Principle to vary, with- 
out Scruple, every Way with the Eſtabliſhment; 
who have run readily into every Denotnination of 


Religion by Turns; go ſeem'd to hold Chriſt's 
Church, to he alway 's the Church in Being? 

And accordingly 1 it is obvious to common Ex- 
perience, that ſuch Men as deal in Diſputes, and 
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{ 83) 
are never half ſo fixed, and to be depended upon 
for their Principles, as thoſe who indulge con- 
ftantly one ſame dictatorial Strain, and ſtick in- 8 | 
vidably to one Side of the Queſtion. | q 
- As notorious it is to Obſervation (and it con- 
cerns you eſpecially to take good Notice of the 
Conſequence) that all the Efforts of this buſy 
Reaſon to refine off any fancied Drofs or Super- 
fluity, which is imagined to have mixed in Reli- 
gion, have ly proved deſtructive in the 
End to the raſn Adventurers; that they have 
found it to their Coſt too tender a Subject for 
ſuch rough handling, and a very difficult Point f = 
Chymiſtry, to make the intended ion, and 
that under the ſpecious Notion and Pretenee of | F 
„ <radicating wy eng they have, in the Event, | 
eradicated. finally all Senſe of Devotion out of 
their Minds. The Conſequence generally attend- 
ing the Attempt to weed out Errors, has been that, 
in ſtraining hard at the Tares of Superſtitipn, they 
have been too apt to rend up udawares all the 
cloſe · connected Roots and Seeds of Religion: 
He that will allow me the Liberty of ſifting 
and contro verting it at my Pleaſure, miſtakes the 
very main End and Deſign of Religion, which fired 
was calculated on Purpoſe to reſtrain and'compoſe 7 prevent 
the turbulent Spirit of Diſſention, and to prevent = 
BS wrangling. Religion, a pacific lnſtivatioh,abbors © - 
all Diſputes; not only as they call her Fruth in 
Queſtion, but chiefly as they are apt to gender 
Striſes and Parties, af which ſne, 3 Mort and 
eaſy Method, à general Rule of Faich, would 
fain'make à general Comprehenſion; And if ve 
| ſabeveted, but as we ought, to this divine In- 
| formationaffigned us, and had the Obedience and 
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| Diſcretion to leave it ſolaly to the proper Intelli- 
7 gencer, it would, no daubt, have the propoſed 
N Exfect, and we ſhould certainly ſee a bleſſed and 
. 991 1 8 FS: heavenly 


Reaſon to give our Faith . 
ſtrictlyemjoined to captiuate our: Reaſon to the Obe. 
dlience of Nuitb? To captivate;—to lay it under 
the moſt abſolute Reſtraint and Prohibition, not 
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(94) 
heavehly Proſpect! all Men entirely of the fams 


Mind. But the Miſchief is, Men will be offici- 


ouſly interfering, and imagining preſumptuouſly 
to lend their Hands to help out the Schemes of 
Omniſcience. And what better than our preſent 
Ignorance: and Diviſion, can be expected from 
ſuch a Project? Inſtead of uſing with the Grati- 
tude due the infallible Clue-put into their Hands, 
they muſt be fondly making Experiments, whe- 
ther they cannot contrive to find the Way them- 
ſelves without it. Now what a deſirable Eſtate 
ſuch a heavenly Principle might produce amongſt 
us, if permitted duly to engroſs our Attention, 
we may, in part, be able to conjecture, from the 


Effect which in our daily Notice reſults from an 
inferior Reſtraint of the Kind; wherever Rea- 


ſoning is watchfully and effectually ſuppreſs'd, 
even by the civil Authority, we ſee none of thoſe 
unhappy Diviſions and hateful Animoſities, which 
ariſe only from a fatal and ill-judged Indulgence 
to that reſtleſs Spirit of Contradiction and Confu- 


fon. I am ſure there is no one Leſſon that the 


holy Writings have taken more Care to inculeate 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, than this of denying our 
Are we not 


to permit it the leaſt Opportunity or Freedom to 


exert itſelf; or interpoſe on any Occaſion hat- 


ever. Is not rarna Mi dom, viz. the Reſult of 
human Reaſon; every where induſtriouſly decry'd 


in the Affair of belieying? Is not Philoſophy at 


every Turn degraded and branded with the Name 


of Folly, to make Room for the more glorious 


Principle of Faith? And is it poſſible now that 


we can deſire any Thing more poſitive and ex- 


preſs for the Purpoſe to convince us, that this 
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pure and divine Inſtitution (Myſteries that Aeli 
can be curious to look into) was never meant to be 
made a Subject for the Challenges of Logicians, 
and for Schoolmen to play Prizes upon ? a 

And nothing perhaps has ever more fatally be- 
trayed the Cauſe of Religion, than the not ſuffi- 
ciently attending to this one plain and important 
Truth, by which her Champions have been ſome- 
times inadvertently led to miſtake both their Wea- 
Pons and their Ground, to forego their Advan- 
tage of an Eminence, and the Hill Country, and 
prepare a Defence for her, upon the Level, of 
which ſhe is no way capable. A Conduct which 
has not only given the Advantage on many Oc- 
caſions to her profeſt Enemies, but has deprived 
her, by its ſtrange Miſrepreſentations, of many 
who might, if properly introduced to her Ac- 
quaintance, have proved among the heartieſt of 
her Friends. For it is, I am too ſenſible, very 
much owing to thoſe falſe Rudiments, and the 
being unhappily taught and encouraged to allow 
themſelves in doubting at firſt, that ſo many con- 
tract that profane Humour of Scepticiſm, and are 
led raſhly to indulge a Habit which they can ne- 
ver afterwards get clear of; which I am afraid is 
too much at preſent your own Caſmece. 

From the prepoſterous Attempts of the ſame 
. zealous Advocates, officious to reconcile'- theſe 
jarring Elements, and ſtraining at every Turn to 
find out by human Wit, in ſpite of the Nature of 
the Thing, plauſible Pins tor Reaſon's Notice 
and Approbation, have ſprung all the various De- 
nominations of Heretical Chimeras and Abſurdi- 
ties, that have ever infeſted the Peace of Chriſt's 
Church with the Alarms of Faction and Contro- 
verſy. | 119 K Wh 
7 Purſuance of this Opinion, I cannot avoid. 
regarding, as a very Principal Cauſe of the pre- 
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(8) 
ſent prevailing Diſpoſition and Turn to Infidelity, 


— annual Inſtitutions of our great Philoſopher 
Mr. Boyle, in Favour of a #ational Religion, by 


which he has attempted to ſquare the Subject of 
Faith to the Capacity of our Urdierſtandings and 


account for our rel! Proſeſſions in the com- 

mon Way of Argument, and by the narrow Rules 
ation. I mention 
this with the greater Regret, as I am ſenft- 
ble it is a Conſequence of which he had himſelf 
no Apprehenfion, and which wes the fartheft 
from any Intention of his in the Eftabliſhment. 


His Defign was, no doubt, in itſelf, ſomething 


ſtrictty laudable and pious; but give me Leave 
yet to repeat it, that the Scheme has in the Event 
N more radically injurious to the Cauſe of 
and more fatally inſtrumental in the un- 
. of all religious Principles, than any that 
the Art or Malice of Religion's worſt Enemies 
could ever have deviſed. A ſtrong Inſtance of 
that irreconcileable R ir 4 
betw it Reaſon and Be Belief, of 
fore hen the _ Maſters wn in 
Knowledge and Addreſs, - RODE thus on Pur- 


| =o to ſpeed this happy Coalition, can give, af- 


all, no betrer A of the Succeſs of their 
Negotiation, than that the Cauſe goes ſtill the 
backwarder for all their Labours, and that it is 
much eaſier to excite a Spirit of Enquiry, than to 
fatisfy it! 
Nor is it, perh 
us to trace the 
with great Show of Apology, 


aps, any Thing very difficult for 
Ro of this Miſtake, even 
and whence this 


ſtrange Opinion of his in this Particular unfor- 


ſprung. The raviſhed Vorary had alrea- 
dy — 4 — a vaſt Reach and Ir in hu- 

eaſon to all other Purpoſes: He had ex- 
alted her, in his own Perſon, to ſo high a De- 
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gree of Dignity and Reputation, and found he 
capacious Force on ſo many Occaſions, that it is 
no great Wonder, if his grateful Deference to his 
great Benefactreſs grew at laſt into Adoration it- 
elf, and led him even to ĩdolize the fancied Diety. 
Hence he might come fondly to imagine that her 
Power was univerſal, and that there was no Object 
that could be too Hor her extenſiye Cog- 


nizance. A Compliment, how much too high for 


the Subject, and how abſurd in its Conſequences, 
will beſt appear, by the attending one Moment 
to the exact State of the Caſe theſe Preachers lay 


before us on the Occaſion, and the Terms in 


which it muſt generally be ſuppoſed to run in one 
of theſe Exhortations. 4 | 


. 


„ Brother Chriftians, come hither and learn of Abfurd 
* me to be Chriſtians; you that have been re- 2/94 


e lig 


giouſly devoted from your Infancy by your 


* baptiſmal Vow, and habitually trained all your mination of 
« Lives, by your Education, in the Chriſtian Crifia- 
1 Faith, come now and let your Reaſon, deter- 1. 
mine you intoit. . Vou that have beenall your 


« Lives hitherto convinced of the heinous Crime 
e of Doubting, and the Neceſſity ot believing al- 
« ways one holy Goſpel, in Oppoſition to all Im- 
5 ures, come now and look with Indifference 
<*< into the Grounds on which this and all other 
& Belief ſtands; enter | ihngenuoully into a fair 
“ Compariſon of their ſeveral Merits, and uſe 
% your own Senſe freely and impartially upon the 


% Matter. We ſcorn to take Advantage of the 


« Prejudices of your Childhood; or to offer to 


4 intrude any Thing implicitly upon your Un- 
derſtandings, without conſulting firſt your own 
" 


« Reaſon in the Point. In God's Name, judge 
« freely all of you for yourſelves z, but then, be 
* ſure to judge all of you juſt as we do, or ex- 
% pet to ſtand to the Conſequence, _— 

. F4 This 
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(88) 2 
This is, in ſo many Words, the true Sybſtanc® 
of ſuch a Challenge, What a Medley of Incon- 
| ſiſtency and Contradiction! For if, as is preſumed, 
I am indeed already happily engaged and fixed 
a baptized and habitual Believer, to what Pur- 
poſe ſhould T be tempted, from my preſent ſe- 
cure Situation, to ſet out again afreſh in a new 
Shape upon this hazardous and uncertain Purſuit ; 
where, if I fail, the Conſequence is fatal, and, if 
I ſucceed, my Labours are ſure to be at beſt but 
ſuperfluous ? For what can Reaſon's Confirmation 
do for me here, but fix me where I am? and 
what can her Aſſiſtance give me in the Caſe more 
than I have already? And with what Freedom 
Reaſon will be exerted on ſuch an Occaſion, it is 
no difficult Matter to determine. When I know, 
from the very firſt Step, that there is a Hell on 
one Side of the Queſtion, it is but natural Pru- 
dence for me to take readily to the ſafeſt Side, as 
indeed it were the Height of Folly and Madneſs 
to keep a Debate on ſuch Terms long on Foot. 
But what a Repreſentation is this of our great 
Lawgiver? and what a Mockery and Inſult upon 
Mankind? Who muſt be infatuated with Plato- 
nic Notions and abſtracted Paſſion for Truth, 
ever to think of venturing upon impartial. and 
fair Deciſions, after ſuch Diſcoveries, and under 
ſuch Circumſtances. And for the mighty Privi- 
lege, ſo generouſly indulged us, Feedom is the 
rreateſt Jeſt imaginable, when tender'd with the 
eaſt Air of Authority and Reſtriction. The leaſt 
Reſerve of Condition or Proviſo is enough to 
make void all Charters of philoſophical Liberty : 
And what then ſhall we E of a Grant, where 
the whole Tenor runs directly oppoſite to the 
Grace profeſſed, and whoſe very Terms them- 
ſelves, as laid down to us, abſolutely contradict 
the Subſtance of the Conceſſion ? k q 
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ſee all alike. 


' ties in the one notable and fundamental one of In- 


» would aſſume and circumſcribe to one Set of Mo- 


(%) 

At the ſame Time, the Preacher is ever tri- 
umphing in the peculiar Openneſs and honeſt Af- 
fability of his Cauſe, congratulating us perpe- 
tually on the particular Advantages of our hes | 
Situation above that of all other Diſciples while, 
in a juſt Abhorrence of the Slavery of Popiſh Po- 
liticks, and deteſting the blind Obedience by 
them required, he nobly declares, that he will by 
no means Put out the Eyes of Men, though cer- 
tainly the only Method in Nature to make Men 


D At. Aid d/o us. Add... 


The Projectors they allude to were ſenſible 
enough of this Truth, and therefore boldly (but 
much more conſiſtently) center all their Difficul- 


fallibility ; which, it ſeems, they agree ſo far 
with me in their Account, as to confeſs, that no- 
thing but the conſtant Attendance of the Spiric 
can enſure. In this only we differ, in the pecu- 
liar Sphere and Dominion of judging which they 


nopoliſts, in their attempting thus to confine the 
diffuſive Grant, and render the Catholic Church 
too particular: Never conſidering that this en- 
lightening Grace hath appeared equally unto all ; 
and therefore you certainly take too much upon you, 
ye Sons of Rome, ſceing that all the Lord's People 
are Boly. Aae wen HO | 

Por would any one imagine now, that after all 
theſe frank Permiſſions and boaſted Indulgencies, 
after all theſe high Elogiums in the Defence of 
Liberty and Recommendation of private Judg- 
ment, that theſe Exalters of Reaſon and all its ; 
Privileges, could ſtill actually intend, or hope in They an 
their Feats to keep a ſtrict Hand over us them-Aill mean 
ſelves in all theſe licenſed Eſſays of our Under- 2 e 
ſtandings, that they could ſtil] think of retaining 
our profound Attention and Deference to their n=. 


own 


ef I 2 


2 | 2 | ( 90 Y * * „ 
own Dictates, and expect that all our Attempts. 
for Information ſhould be all the while under 
their Tuition and Direction? Could one believe 


that, with all this handfom Addreſs, theſe en- 


gaging Advocates for Freedom could indeed 
flatter themſelves with the Proſpect of any 
farther Influence over us, that th wes 5+ v6 cou pr. 
poſe. in themſelves to have the i 
regulating, of this our free Condat ET — 
Step, and would hold us in the greateſt Abomi- 
nation and Reſentment, for taking them fairly at 
their Word, and proteſtin 2. after againſt 
their Interpoſition and Authority? They, who 
by their very Profeſſion of — chemſelyes but 
the Pupils of Reaſon, have effectually given up 
all Ground for any ſuch "ke 4 nd can 
after this, perſiſt with no tolerable Grace in making 
the Demand, Actual Infallibility,.. as I juſt now 
remarked, is the only Title whereon to ground 
any plauſible Claim to our Diſcipleſhip, and ſuch 
ification Reaſon. will not pretend to fur- 
mill. The Church of Rome confines, very judi- 
ciouſiy, all the doctrinal Province of her Reli- 
gion to ſuch: only as have, ſhe inſiſts, the Ad- 
vantage of an immediate Correſpondence with 
the holy Spirit; and then retails out their Diſco- 
veries again to the Simple on that unerring Foun- 


Ti no. ſet- dution Like true Empiricks, they flatter vs 
ring up for with Certainty for our . and there's 


uides 


vii bout 


ſomething plauſible at leaſt we muſt _acknow- 


1sfallibi- ledges upon the Face of ſuch a Profeſſion, to 


lity. 


invite us to undergo the Experiment: But — 4 


to undertake it witk any leſs Degree of Self- 


ſüuſficieney, is the Queſtion, The moſt ſuch a 


Solecitor can well ſay, when he offers his Service, 


is, that he will gueſs for us; which, one would 
think, ſhould not go very far in recommending 


2. the Vſe of his 2 or indeed in warrant- 


ing 


> N 


emen reer r 


n 
Ing his Preſumptuouſneſs in making the Offer. 


A cold Inducement for any abſolue Confidence 


and Reliance to profeſs only a good Knack at 
Gueſſing! indeed, all the moſt ſpecious Autho- 
rity of the moſt learned and venerable Councils, 
without this Circumſtance of actual Infallibility 
amongſt them, is but ſlender Foundation ſtill for 
ſuch a Demand, and amounts, in Effect, to no 
more than the Proverbial Advantage, that Two 


Heads are better than one. 


If I am to depend upon another for my Faith, 
and all its Confequences, it can be but a reaſon- 
able Demand on my Side to haye an infallible 
Dictator. This is an indiſpenſable Circumſtance, 
that my Situation, at firſt View, gives me a 
Right to require at his Hands, If I accept of a 


Man like myſelf, to give a peremptory and ma- 
Sgiſterial Deciſion of Things in my Name, ſuch 


an important one as (according to his own Ac- 


count of xeceſſary Truths, &c.) I riſque my Soul 


to ſtand to, it is 'manifeſt enough my Deputy 


- ought to aſſume at leaſt the being himſelf a pri- 
vile Perſon, and out of the Reach of all 


bility of being deceived ; nothing leſs can 
qualify him for undertaking the Office, or give 
me a proper Security under my Submiſſion ; as 
long as the Guides we employ are liable to be 
miſtaken themſelves, we can never have any ſuf- 
ficient Foundation or Infurance for our Depen- 
dance on a ſafe Conduct. | v3 
And farther, with what Face then can theſe 
very Men, who have thus patronized and ſe- 
duced us firft with ſo much Diligence to the 
Practice, whether by enticing us with the Pro- 
miſe of certain Conviction, or 28 us with 
their clamorous and perpetual Defiances, preſume 
to laviſh, their Wrath afterwards, as they do, 
againft che very Term of Free-tbinking, encou- 


LAY Co 
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raging us with ſo, much. officious Zeal to the Uſe 
of the Means, and then condemning, with the 
ſame Vehemence, the neceſſary Effect of our 
Compliance. Here, again, how much more 
conſiſtent would it appear in theſe tyrannical Pa- 
trons of Liberty fairly to put on the honeſt In- 
quiſitor at once, who, to do them Juſtice, are not 
apt to ſet about Regulations of this Kind by 
Halves; where the Profeſſion of their Religion 
is concerned, theſe Paſtors have but one known 


Principle, which they conſtantly avow and abide 


by, by which Conduct, one can never be at a 
Loſs for the Conſequence of our Oppoſition, and 
muſt always be able to know, at leaſt before- 
hand, what one has to truſt to in diſſentipg. 
They ſhut up, like faithful Monitors, all the Ave- 
nues of Error at the very firſt Step, and can never 
be charged (whatever other Complaints we may 
have againſt them) with having ever referred theſe 


penal Articles in any Part to any Deciſion of | 


ours, or with telling us in one Breath, you ſoall, 
and you ſhall not. They do not throw Volumes 
of myſterious and profound Queries undecypher- 
ed into the Market- place for Opinion, and then 
expect that the good Company ſhall preſently 

[poſed to take it all juſt in the ſame Senſe that 
they would have them. 


- / 


Idol Rome the won notions of Ido- 


agree about the Contents, and find themſelves 
1 


\ 4 


laters, ſhall riſe up in the Judgment (of all con- 
ſidering Perſons) againſt this Generation, and ſhall 


condemn it: For they invented but the one Ab- 


ſurdity of Infallibility, and behold à greater Ab- 


ſurdity than Infallibiſity 7s here. 5 
To give all Men Liberty to judge for them- 
ſelves, and to expect at the ſame Time that they 
ſhall be all of the Preacher's Mind, is ſuch a 
Scheme” for. Unanimity, as one would ſcarce 
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Imagine any one could be weak enough to deviſe 

in Speculation, and much leſs that any could ever 

be found hardy enough to avow and'propoſe it to 
Practice. What? direct me firſt to conſult the 

beft Advocates on both Sides of the . 

and yet afterwards pretend to preſcribe which of 
them [ſhall be determined by? No ſurely; he that 

offers any Subject to my impartial Conſideration, 

does not well to be angry at whatever Deciſion 
happens to be the Reſult. His very leading me rant 
originally into this State of Enquiry, has fixed d cn 
me at once independent of all future Juriſdiction » — 4 
to biaſs or reſtrain me, and obliged me now to ſtand 3. © 
to the neceſſary Conſequence of my Endeavours at 
all Events. He that has once ſet me to find out the Y may 
Way for myſelf, muſt naturally expect me to % c- 
take my own Courſe in the Proſecution of it; 33 
and can blame nobody but himſelf, if it be my "PRE 
Ly to loſe it. So that if the Motives of the 
Credibility of Chriſtianity may be once inno- 

cently propoſed to Examination, they may poſ- 

ſibly be innocently rejected too. Horrid Conſe- 

quence this -and yet but Juſt. For the very 
making it a Queſtion, the very adviſing me to 

look into it to form a Judgment, both ſuppoſes 

and allows my Doubts for the Time. 

Now, if Infidelity be indeed juſtifiable any one 
Moment of our Lives, Who ſhall tell me what 
Moment it ceaſes to be ſo? Who ſhall take upon 

him to determine the critical Point, when longer 

Want of Conviction becomes criminal, or ſettle 

the competent Time we ought to be ſatisfied in? 

O, ſays the Rationaliſt in Return, as long as 

we are thus —_— employed in the Search, 

r we may make ourſelves perfectly eaſy in that 
Point; God will, on his Part, never certainly 

« expect more of us than he enables us to per- 

« form. A ſincere Deſire to know and = >| 
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« Will muſt ſupply, till his Time, the 
« Deficiency of the actual Knowledge. "+ 
So that, if we can diſbelieve (as they term it) 
with a ſafe Conſcience, we ſhall do as well with- 
out it, as with it. Excellent Account of the 
Neceſſity of a Doctrine, which God himſelf both 
did and ſuffered ſo much to introduce to We and 
without whoſe actual Acknowledgment he has 
fo often aſſured us our Offences againſt him can 
| have no Remiſion. If che Allowance of our 
on Conſcience be a ſufficient Security, it muſk 
be equally fo under every Profeflion 3 and then 
farewel to the Notion of one only true and fav; 
ing Faith, and all the confequent Care to diſ- 
 coyer it. See here the conſtant and pnavoidable 
Fate of every Syſtem that ſets out upon an Ab- 
furdity 1 We are firſt peremptorily aſſured that 
we ought all ts think right, by our Reaſon; and 
then, as a Salvo to qualify, or rather explain a- 
way ſo abſurd a Poſition, we are told with much 
Moderation in the Concluſion that we ought only 
10 think as well as we can. A fair Acknow 
ment indeed before: hand of the Poſſibility that 
Reaſoners may happen nat to concur in their Re- 
N fag a ve "_ 8 Fa 
their uppoſition; as th 
Evidence of Ar a now ſtands, moſt profane 
and unwarrantable: Becauſe the ſincere Diſbelief 
of one ſingle Perſon were evidently incompatible 
with the very Nature and Currency of this our 
eftabliſhed Law, an Aſſent to which is ſo peremp- 
tonly required, under the heavieſt Penalty, of all 
Perſons whatſoever, without any Kind of Reſer- 
vation or Diſtinction of Circumſtances 3 which 
would never have been the Caſe, if any one could 
have been incapacitated, without any Default of 
his own for the giving ſuch an Aſlent, 
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Strange 
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Strange Paradox ! that no one ſhould believe 
to pleaſe God, without having firſt aſked himſelf 
che Queſtian, © Whether his Son be nor an Im- 
« poſtor * Rather, who knows if Grace may e- 
ver on any Terms be voychiated, after the hav- | | 
ing Iiſten'd to ſuch a Suggeſtion, or once harbour- | | 
ed ſo blaſphemous a Thought? xg | 
Bt, co return to our realgning Preachers, I un 
muſt indeed do the Generality of them the Juſ- V N. 
tice to acknowledge, that whateyer Miſtakes they 2 
may ryn into at their firſt Step, they recover and r. 
themſelves again very handſomly in their more plained is 
advanced Stages, and the maturer Courſe of their © 79% 
Proceedings ; and notwithſtanding all their un- . 
authorized Profeſſions of Liberty they fo raſhly 
ſet gut with, they generally take proper Care ta 
remedy the Error very effectually before they have 
gone; that we find them in the Iſſue much more 
conſiſtent than they ſeemed to promiſe, and the 
Latitude of the Text frequently reconciled and 
brought to bear, by the abundant Orthodoxy of 
the gamment. What they mean by inviting us 
15 diſpute upon religious Subjects, ſhall appear at 
laſt 'ta inpy ns more than this, that we are 6 
[putt for, but not againſt them, Naw, ig this 
PraRice,it is certain enough there can he ua Room 
1 objett apy thing, either of Danger or Impiety. 
The Arguments propoſed axe to be copſtantly all 
en one Side, and they are ready to contend car- 
neſtly, provided none ſhall contradict them. in 
earneſt. That chis is indeed the utmoſt they 
mean to allow, is evident, when thefe;yery {lame 
Defenders of the Faith are every Day venting 
their loud Complaints againſt the Liberty of the 
Preſs. In which prudent Concern and Precau- 
tion, they ſeem however to have departed much 
from the Terms of their firſt Princi and to 
teltify plainly their Coficurrence with me, that 
| 8 m 


—_— 
0 R 1 
dd * _ - 


( 96) 


Reaſon may chance to lead a' Man wrong at well 


as right. And is not this Proteſt, the conſtant 
Burden of all their Reaſonings, the Appeal they 

are all ſo ready to make at every Turn to the ſe- 

I Reiligioncular. Arm, all their loud Cries and popular 
race}, Charges of affronting Eſtabliſhment; Innovation 
e and flying in the Face of the Laws, Sc. What 
diſcourage Are all theſe, I ſay, but ſo many * and preg- 
One. nant Intimations how unwilling they are to leave 


the whole Determination of theſe Affairs to the 


ſingle Force of argumentative Contentions? They 
conſider juſtly that all Oppoſition of Divine 
Truths, upon any Pretence whatever, is malig- 
ne Fs and, believe me, they knew what 
they did, they underſtood the Nature of their 


Religion well, and conſulted her Intereſts wiſely, 


who have conſtantly committed to the Flames 
the Peſtilential Writings of Infidels, and their 
Perſons too, whenver it has been in their Power, 
as a Sacrifice due to the common Safety of Souls, 
and to prevent any dangerous Tendency from the 
Communication of ſuch Alarms. This, I ſay, has 
ever been the well· judged Practice amongſt the 
greater and more prudentidl Part of the Cham- 
pions for Chriſtianity, however ſome daring Spi- 
rits. of them have ventured unadviſedly to de- 
part from the ſalutary Caution, and taken u 
them, to the great Diſhonour often of the Ad- 


* vocate, and Prejudice of the Cauſe, to expoſe 


themſelves thus unneceſſarily to all the rude At- 

_ tacks of ingenious Malice, to enter the Liſts un- 
privileged againſt private Reaſoners, and join 
ue with them in their own Way. That fuch 
Condeſcenſions to Methods and Laws, ſo foreign 
to the Subject, mult ever prove fatal to Religion, 
is evident enough, if what I have been all this 


while advancing of its Nature and Evidence has 


indeed the leaſt Foundation or Support. And 
1 | amid ſt 
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the well-grounded Zeal of an enlightned Preacher 


(97) 
amidſt all the Rationaliſt's extravagant and chi- 
merical Notions of I know not what ſtrict Juſtice 
in/the Caſe, and an equal Indulgence due to the 
Advocates on both Sides, it is not, ſurely, to be 
ſeriouſly expected, even by his romantic ſelf, that 


of the Goſpel ſhould really permit him to coun- 
tenanee thus equitably in his own Defiance all the 
vain Pretenſions of theſe induſtrious Miniſters of 
Darkpeſs in their Turn, and not rather laudably 
—_ to the utmoſt all Eſtabliſhment of blaſ- 
phemous Lectures againſt the Truth of Religion, 
and the erecting of common Pulpits and Privi- 
leges for Antichriſt, avowedly to communicate 
his Poiſon. All which, if Religion were indeed 
a rational Inſtitution, were, it muſt be confeſſed, 
no more than reaſonable Conceſſions, and the on- 
ly Method for cultivating a proper Knowledge of 
her Pretenſions and Veracity. e een: 
In Oppoſition to the yet remaining Deference 
you may poſſibly ſtill think due to the united Te- 
ſtimony and Sanftion of fo many conſiderable 
Advocates, who are' acknowledged”to have pa- 
tronized your Opinion in the Point, give me 
Leave, in my Turn, to produce too Abettors of 
no ordinary Character and Authority, as you 
muſt allow, in my Behalf. The civil magiſtrate, Mai- 
wherever the Goſpel has obtained, has ever taken Arate, 
n him to inculcate, by all the Means in his 7 
Power, the ſame particular Belief, without leav- ;3,, 5e. 
ing the leaſt Part of that Taſk for the Parties be it. 
concerned to execute for themſeſves. A plain 
and ſufficient Indication of their Senſe of theſe 
Matters, and that they were thoroughly ſatiſ- 
ed in themſelves, that Reaſon was never de- 
2 have any Share in the Office. And 

that ſuch Perſuaſion of theirs, and their conſe- 
quent Practices, were not without their ample 
101 2" Ground, 
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Groutd, appears yet farther; from its be 


Fathers take upon them-to-intereſt theniſeives o 
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likewiſe the concurrent Senſt oſ our holy Chuucß 
in Council aſſembled. We are taught, in our 


Liturgy, to pray, that God would give eur Ma- 


giſtrates Grace to maintain Truth which, ſurely, 


uimplies too a previous Grace already given to de- 


termine it. This Conſciouſneſs of their own in- 
ſpired Certainty, is the only juſtifiable Warrant 
that could be in Nature for ſuch a Proceeding; If 
there were the leaſt Paſſibiliq of their being mi/ 
taken themſelves, they could never anſwer it in 
any Light to God or Man, thus to diſcourage or 
reſtrain their Fellows from Enquiries, ſo eſſential 
to their forming a Belief on ary: juſt Foundation. 
If God had made it the Duty of all Men (and 
the" Magiſtrate himſelf amongſt the reſt) to dif- 
cover his Truths by the Uſe of their Reaſon, no- 
thing could juſtify the groſs Impiety and Ty- 
ranny of all Interpaſition to debar them of t 

freeſt ERerciſe of their own Faculties in an In- 
tereſt that ſo highly concerned them, and a Truſt, 


fort whoſe faithful Diſchage they might well ex- 
Fear to be called to the ſtricteſt Account. The 
n 


Underſtanding; I ſay, of a Magiſtrate, has, na- 
turally conſidered, no Show of Pre- eminence to 


plead. ahove my own, whereor to ground any - 
ſuch Claim to my Diſcipleſhip. if He drew his 
on Tenets from no better a Foundation than that 
of his on Reaſon, he can have no manner of Pre- 
i tenſion to expect any implicit Deference from me, 
90 to binder me in my Turn 
It is far otherwiſe, if we will ſup 


of the ſame Liberty. 


poſe,” whenever 
we ſee him exerting ſuch an Authority, that our 
Prayers have taken Effect in his Behalf, and that 
he is ever prevented in his Choice, by the unerring 
Inſtructions of the holy Spirit. From no other 
Principle, doubtleſs, would theſe our n 
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fir in che Sentiments of their Wards, as to 
tempt them into the right Way by profeſſed 
Bribes, and encourage the Faithful, by throw- 
ing the Conveniencies of Life into the Scale. The 
making it thus Mens temporal Intereſt to be 
4- of one partieular Way, would be an 
unfurmountable Obſtacle in the Way of all fair 
Examination, and for ever fatal to the Uſe of 
Neaſon, if ſhe were to be concerned. There 
could not, taking Things in that Light, be a 
more odious — flagrant Inſtance of abſurd Par- 
tiality, Cruelty and Oppreſſion, than the im 
ſing of any — Opinions as the Terins of 
Society ; nor could Humanity juſtify, in on 
Degree; all thoſe wholeſom Severities with whic 
they now ſecond the certain Awards of Heaven, 
but that they muſt appear to be moſt monſtrouſſy 
wicked and unjuſt, if Reaſon were our appointed 
Guide, fince it might then frequently happen 
that Men might incur the ſevereſt Puniſhments 
by the moſt innocent Conduct, and for Actions 
abſolutely out of their on Power. - 
To obſerve yet farther, in a lower, though not 
teſs important, Sphere amongſt all the authorized 
Inſtructors of our Youth in their Seminaries at 
the very Fountain- head, whence all our religious 
Notions are firſt difpenſed and derived to us at 
Hur ſetting out in the World. Let us recollect 
one Moment with ourſelves, what were thoſe 
firſt Steps there taken with our unpractiſed 
Minds, what the Methods regularly employed 
in our academic Inſtitutions 10 gain us over to 
Chriſt's Flock, and the Conduct of our earlieſt 
Initiation into theſe holy Things. Was the Caſe 
then of Religion and its Fundamentals ever in 
cartieſt® fairly and fully fated to us, the beſt 
Champions on beth Sides honeſtly and ingenu- 
ouſly recommended to our Peruſal and Conſide- 
N 1 un, 
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= at leaſt aſſured to us, in caſe we ſhould, after all, 
happen to diſſent ? No ſuch Matter. — On the 


like the leaſt Symptom of Diſſatisfaction in th 
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ration, a competent Time allowed us to bring in 
our Determinations as the Evidence ſhould ap- 
pear to us; and laſtly, Protection and Good-will 


contrary, was not our Country's. Faith always 
ſuppoſed to be our own of Courſe? Was not the 
ſimpleſt Candidate for the firſt Rudiments of Sci - 
ence conſtantly called upon to ſubſcribe: inſtantly 
to the whole Compliment of eſtabliſhed Faitt 
without Heſitation, as the neceſſary and indiſ- 
penſable Preliminary to his Introduction there, 
and preſumed to come fully qualified and ready 
prepared for that Purpoſe ? Or ſhould any one, 
at this Criſis, take upon him to any OR 
e 


Points, would it not, do you think, be very 
readily and pertinently demanded of him, What 
<«< brought him thither? and, once admitted, 
how impious was all After-reaſoning on. theſe 


Matters ever repreſented to us? What Care to 
reſtrain. us, by ſuppreſſing diligently all obnoxi- 


ous Replies, from all Op ities-of conſulting 
above one Side of the Queſtion? What a juſt Ab- 
horrence at all Times inculcated of having any 
Opinions properly our.own, and unauthorized by 
the Liſt put, into our Hands? Laſtly, W hat 
buſy, active Induſtry and Pains to ſtigmatize, on 
all Occaſions, any that ſhould preſume to. ſtep aſide 
in the leaſt from the preſcribed Track, and avow 
their Doubts, to prevent their Influence and In- 
fection? The Truth of this Particular you will, 


I fear, have ſoon Cauſe to know but too certain - 


ly from your own Experience, if you continue 
ill to perſiſt, inconſiderately in your propoſed 


| you naturally to 
ink, in the firſt Place, of calling in 1 


n 


Purſuit, and retaining your 2 Perſuaſion, of 
_. theſe Matters; which will 
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Aſſiſtance than your own upon the Subject, and 
of courſe to propoſe your Scruples freely, and 
without Reſerve, to your Fellow-Pupils for their 
Judgment and Opinion. The Conſequence of 
which Application will be as naturally the alarm- 
ing them with Horror and Indignation at your 
innocent Queſtions. The proſeſſing yourſelf at 
all at a Loſs for Truth in your Circumftances, 
will be adjudged immediately as an Act of the 
blackeſt Apoſtaſy 4 and, as ſuch, they will take 
hold, on all Occaſions, to repreſent you in the 
moſt odious Colours they can frame, as one malici- 
ouſly devoted to Infidelity, actually inliſted in the 
Devil's Service, and zealous for the Cauſe. They 
wall diligently ſhun your Converſation, and deteſt 
and vilify your Perſon, by all which Treatment 
you: wil then, at your own ſevere Coſt, come to 
underſtand too late, that Qugſtioning in Religion is 
demi; and that all ſuſpending one's Judgment, 
(though even in order to be better informed) is; 
in this Caſe, a profeſſed and criminal Oppoſition; 
Whereas, were Religion indeed a rational Infti- 
tution, a Man might ſurely well diſpute it with- 
out a Crime: The Diſputant could by no fair 
Concluſion be reputed an Adverſary, and proſe- 
cuted with ſuch fanguine and inveterate Marks of 
Hoſtility. A free and amicable Correſpondence 
might well be admitted, and the wildeſt Oppo- 
nent received upon an equal Foot with his moſt 
orthodox and approved Antagoniſt. - All other 
Methods of Proceeding beſpeak plainly the Que- 
ſtion already determined beyond all Poſſibility of 
Controverſy. And ſo indeed it is, by that uner- 
ring Principle which I have been pointing out. 
Thus inſtructed, we can conſider it no longer as 
Matter of Speculation and Argument, or bear 
with Patience under any ſpecious Pretences to 
have that Saviour which we 155 denied in — 
4 3 of 
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by being called in Queſtion.” This prompts and 
authorizes all our juſt Zeal and Averſion on theſe 
Occaſions, and ſtamps that a laudable 


| Cruſade 
and holy War againſt Infidels, which would elſe be 


no other than a wild and fooliſh Sally of blind Bi- 
gotry, the furious and mad Spirit of ſuperſtitious 
Phrenzy and Perſecution. - » | 

As highly partial and unjuſt would be, even 


in Parents themſelves, upon your Suppolition 
the officious Piety of what-they call Education, 


which would then be nothing elſe but the undue 
Cultivation of the moſt notorious and palpable 
Prejudices. The anticipating thus unfairly the 
Strength of the ſuppoſed Evidence before it is 
produced to ſpeak for itſelf, the retaining them 
thus — 7 of a Party before the Means of 
Trial are put into their Hands, and all this with 
ſuch Artifices of Flattery and Terror, as muſt 
ſecure them effectually from all Poflibiliey of 
ever recovering Truth, in Caſe they ſhould 
chance to be miſtaken, were a Practice ſo abſurd 
in itſelf, and ſo fatal in its Conſequences, if Men 
were to judge by their Reaſon, as inſtead of 
claiming our Gratitude for-the Office, could ad- 
mit of no Excuſe or Gloſs for the Injury. No- 
thing but their being infallibly aſſured themſelves 
that they cannot be miſtaken, and ſo miſlead 
their Charge (and therefore no Conviction found- 
ed on any human Authority) could be Warrant 
ſufficient for them to intrude thus peremptorily 
their own contracted Opinions upon their Chil- 
dren, at a Time of Day when they can have no 
poſſible Share themſelves in the Determinations 
they are adopting, and by which they muſt be pre · 
vented from ever forming any future Regulations 
of their on upon a better Foundation 

HFitherto what I have obſerved to you for the 
Confirmation and Support of its Authority,” has 


7 
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run only upon the general Practice of my ſuppo- 
ſed hre traced their GN as yet, 
only by their Conſequences ; and many, perhaps, 
will be apt to think there can be ſcarce a ſtrong- 
er Proof. I have one, however, till in Reſerve 
for your Conſideration, who is, I think, in Words 
as expreſs as can well be deſired, and fpeaks out 
very ſufficiently upon the Occaſion ; one who 
ſpeaks the whole of my Sentiments fo ſtrongly 
and clearly for me, that I ſhould be wanting to 
the Cauſe T am ſeeking to explain and recom- 
mend, if I were to give you them in any other 
Terms than his own. The Oracle I mean is, 
. Bifhop Beveridge ; a Name, whoſe very Men- 
tion muſt ever carry its own Weight with it, 
without any ſuperfluous Encomiums in its Be- 
half. A Name that always has, and always will be 
heard with the greateſt Reverence and Regard, as 
long as true Piety and Chriſtianity have any re- 
maining Footſteps in the World. | 
The natural rereiveth not the Things of the Biß Be- 
Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſhneſs "unto him ; veridg®'s 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- hangs 
rually &feerned. His Comment upon the foregoing 74: > 
| Text runs thus; Neither can he know 1 
l '* There is an abſolute Impoſſibility in it, that any 
<< one, remaining in his natural Principles, with- 
« out the Aſſiſtance of God, ſhould apprehend, 
< or conceive, the Excellency of ſpiritual Objects. 
So that a Man may as ſoon read the Letter of 
the Scripture without Eyes, as underſtand the | 
* Myſteries of the Goſpel without Grace. W 
I this ſhould not ſeem direct enough to the | 
Point, what follows immediately after 1s, if poſ- 
fible, a ſtill ſtronger Deſcription, and fuller Ac- 
count of rhe Matter. s 
I believe it is à thouſand times eaſier for a 
Worm, a Fly, or any other deſpicable Inſect 
r | G4 « what- 
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© whatſoever, to underſtand the Affairs of Mens 


than for the beſt of Men, in a natural State, 


« 70 apprebend the Things of God. No, there is 
« none can know God, nor, by Conſequence, 
<« any thing that is really good, but only ſo far 
<« as they are Partaters of the divine Nature. We 
« muſt, in ſome Meaſure, be like to God, be- 
«© fore we can have any true Conceptions of him.— 
« We muſt have a ſpiritual Sight, before we can 
<« behold ſpiritual Things. Which every natural 
«© Man being deſtitute of, he can /ee no Comelineſs 
ein Chriſt, why he ſhould be deſired, nor any 
« Amiableneſs in Religion, why it ſhould be em- 
© braced. And hence it is, that I believe the 


«+ firſt Work which God puts forth upon the 
© Soul, in order to its Conver/ion, is to raiſe up 


* g ſpiritual Light within it, to clear up its Ab- 
« prebenſtons about ſpiritual Matters.” 
In another. Place, ſpeaking of the wonderful 


Effects of the Apoſtle's Preaching, he remarks 


thus: Queſtionleſs, it was nothing elſe but be 
« Spirit of the moſt high God, that went along 
& with them, and accompanied>the Word the 
« preached ; otherwiſe, it never could haue Kays 
* fuch deep Impreſſion upon the Hearts of them 
that heard it“. 


And laſtly, to ſum up the Force of all his 


Doctrine, as it were in one Word, he gives us in 


his own Perſon the livelieſt Inſtance of that /u- 


pernatural and per ſugſtue Impuiſe he has been de- 
ſcribing, whoſe Operation he is repreſenting to 


our fulleſt View, whilſt it breaks forth from him, 
like the dying Martyr, in a triumphant Rapture, 


expreſſive of a Flood of Light juſt obtained, and 


an actual Diſplay of the Beatific Von. And 


% now, ſays he, methinks I begin to perceive 
+ this divine Spirit is come upon me too, and 


_ * ſeems, by its powerful Influence, to be work- 


«ing 


* 


materi. 
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ing up my Heart into a thorough Perſuaſion; 
« that it is Chriſt, and C208 Pres Jam to caſt 
* my Soul upon. — Away then with your pagan- 
« iſh Idolatries, your, &c.—It is the Ciriflian 
Religion alone that I am reſolved to live and 
„ diein.” _ N 
What is all this, but the being evidently, in 
the Apoſtle's own Senſe, enlightned, taſting of the 
heavenly Gift, and being made Partaker of the boly 

9 9 | 


I may, poſſibly, in the Haſte of my Zeal, have 
laid myſelf open to you unguardedly enough, 
through the Courſe and Proſecution of my Argu- 
ment, and very conſiderably to my Diſadvantage 
in Point of ſtrict Criticiſm ; but I will never ima- 
gine, that after all the Concern I have been all 
this while expreſſing for your particular Intereſt, 
J muſt be now to beſpeak your Candour, to court 
your Courteſy, and apply for a formal Indemnity 
for my Inadvertencies. Beſides that it is - 
for my Deſign, if the main Drift and Scope of the 
Argument way be allowed to be upon the whole 
maintained only with ſome tolerable Degree of 
Propriety, fo as to carry juſt the Face of ſome- 
thing plauſible and conſiſtent; and that may ap- 
pear to deſerve your farther Attention. A criti- 
cal Punctuality is by no Means my preſent Care, 

becauſeI do not conceive ſuch Exactneſs any Way 
material to the Purpoſe in Hand. I cannot ap- 
prehend that any ſagacious Diſcovery, that I have 
poſſibly miſtaken, or miſapplied any of thoſe par- 
ticular Texts that happen'd to occur to my Me- 
mory upon this Occaſion (though I am far from 


being conſcious of having left the leaſt Room for 
any ſuch Charge) will at all avail to invalidate, 


and much lefs to overturn, what I have been en- 
deavouting to eſtabliſh ; the Foundation of which 


does, as I am perſuaded, by no Means depend 


1 ( 206 ) 
its | n the bare Strength of any 
Rk Fn ably or indeed of any 4 
cife Number, but on the joint Tendency and Te- 
nor of the whole, 155 tn 
1 might, I think, even carry my Proteſt yet 
much farther upon, this Head, and infift that, 
though 1 had not really been able to have pro- 
duced any of all theſe poſitive Authorities at all 
in my Favour, that though I had not been ſo 
ſucceſsful in extracting ſo very plauſible an Ac- 
count of the Senſe of the holy 8 upon 
the Subject, and tracing their exact Concurrence 
wich all that Clearneſs and Strength, which T 
flatter myſelf 1 have done; I might have well 
telied however, and with all Security, upon my 
previous Argument alone, that it was :mpoſſible in 
the Nature of Things, without offering to go any 
farther. For that once well eftabliſhed, it ſeems 
almoſt ſuperfluous for one to go about to ſtrength- 
en Impoſſibilities ſo agreed, or enforce them from 
pofitive Matters of Fact, be their Authority ne- 
ver ſo facred and unconteſtable ; and when once 
it has been already cleatly proved, that ſuch a 
Thing cannot be, to continue proving on after- 
wards that the ſame Thing actually is not. If I 
have acquitted myſelf therefore beyond all Ex- 
ception, in making good my firſt Ground, I 


might have ventured fafely enough to abide by 


it, without having the leaſt Occaſion to look out 
for additional Confirmations from any foreign 
Voucher whatever. What I principally propoſed 
from the iment was, the carrying on my 
ſuppos'd Detection of a falſe Principle, to a ſa- 
tisfactory Concluſion. in the Diſcovery of a true 
ent ; to take the Occaſion for the completing of 
my Deſign, by pointing out what was really and 
poſitively the authorized Principle of Faith, in 

bppotirion to your miſtaken one; (the Intelli- 
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gence of which could proceed from Revelation 
only in the Point) and to ſhow at the ſame Time 
that my Aſſertion would ftand the Teſt before 
Judges of all Denominations, and conſidered ſe- 
parately, either in the View of Reaſon, or Scrip» 
ture; as I am thoroughly perſuaded, that every 
Step you proceed in the Contemplation either of 
the one or the other, will help to ſecond my Ob- 
ſervations, and improve in your Opinion. thoſe 
few rude Hints which I have been able from a ge- 
neral View to ſuggeſt to you. Your own mature 
Reflection I readily truſt and acquieſce in. I 
know the Honeſty of your Nature will break out 
in Spite of the ſtrongeſt Prejudices you may have 
conceived; and that you will diſdain to be ſtrain- 
ing and racking your Invention in ſo plain a Caſe, 
for Matter of mere Cavil and Evaſion, in Sup- 
port of any favourite Notions whatever, againſt 
your better Judgment. If I thought you were 
ſo diſpoſed, I would recommend you freely to 
Dr. Stillingſleet's Origines Sacre for your Aſſiſt- 
ance; where, I aſſure you, you may be very 

lentifully ſupplied with all the abundant Gloſſes 
— the Purpoſe, that the greateſt Extent of hu- 
man Learning and Abilities can be ſuppoſed ca- 
pable of furniſhing. 2 ", 
| Leaſtofali can I apprehend, that you will re- 
quire, with Nicodemus, a critical and diſtinct Ac- 
count of theſe Operationsof the Spirit ; and put 
me to the reminding you of the Anſwer given 
him upon theOccaſion, intimating, thathe might 
very well reconcile himſelf to the Behef of be 
Fa, though his Curioſity ſhould not be fully 
gratified with ſo particular an Explanation of abe 
Manner; that it was frequently the Caſe inthe moſt 
natural Subjects, as appeared in that familiar In- 
ſtance of % Wind, whoſe Effects are beyond all 
Contradiction palpable and obvious to the Per- 


enn 


ception of our Senſes, without our being able the 
while to trace, inany adequate Degree, either be 
Cane or Courſe: of its Operations. 

Another proſeſſed Illuſtration of this Subject, 
and which runs exactly in the ſame Spirit and Style 
with the former, we have thus delivered to us. 
So is the Kingdom of God, as if a Man fhould put 
Seed in the Earth, and ſhould fleep, and riſe Webs 
and Day, and the Seed ſhould ſpring, he knowetb not 
hows However he may feel the Benefit of the 
Increaſe in the Harveſt of his Toils, the Progreſs 
and Method of its Advances ſhall ſtill be ſure to 
eſcape his niceſt Obſervation. 

And for any Thing that may at the firſt Men- 
tion poſſibly ſound harſh or difficult to our Con- 
ceptions, in the Suppoſition of ſuch an Expedient, 
we need but to recollect that very lively Specimen 
and Taſte of it, which we have already experi- 
enced from- the very firſt Manifeſtation of the 
fame divine Spirit, in the Miracle of the cloven 
Tongues. A moſt expreſſive and emphatical Type 
of that analogous Miracle, which was then in- 


. tended to be purſued through all ſucceeding Ge- 


nerations. Where every Member of every Na- 
tion beard at the ſame Inſtant the ſame divine Le, 
ſen adapted exattly to his own particular Capacity, 


> 4% himſelf in Perſon, in bis own proper Lan- 


„in the very Dialet? moſt intelligible to bim, 
id the Terms mot ſuitable 1 to bis Ap- 


| prehenfion. 


Once more, if we had indeed no Aua! Infance 


” */of the Kind to familiarize the Conſideration to us, 
is there even in the Matter itſelf upon Reflecti- 


on, any Thing more extraordinary or wonderful 
to Thought, that this ſame Spirit ſhould thus 
miraculouſly: peak to us for our Inſtruct ion, than 
that he ſhould peak for us in the fame Manner, 
in the * popular Aſſemblies, for _ _ 
tion 
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fication? What mighty Difference is there, I 
ſay, upon the Compariſon, but that he who has 


engaged thus ſtrongly: to undertake and ſupport 


upon Emergencies the Defence cf his perſecuted 
Servants, without /o' much as a fingle Thought 
or Suggeſtion of their um, by Way of Forecaſt, 
who is to pronounce a regular Series of Argu- 
ments in their Cauſe, and diſcourſe extempore 
through their Organs, for their Vindication in a 
Court of Juſtice, may not as eaſily be conceived 
capable of dictating Sentiments in ſecret to our 
Underſtandings, as of prompting our Lips with 
Expreſſions;of putting Belict-into our Hearts, as 


Words into our Mouths, and giving us what 40 


hint, as what 40% - 3 


1 


Concluſiveneſs of all thoſe obvious Exc 


But whether any Thing I can offer thus of my 


own Suggeſtions, may appear of Force to recon- 


cile it in any Meaſure to your preſent Notions, 
have ſhewn you already, from indiſputable Au- 
thority, that /o. in Fat it is; and ſome other 
Scheme than your rational one in the Caſe, you 
muſt, I think, by this Time ſee yourſelf obliged 
to have Recourſe to; upon the Suppoſition, I 
mean, that you muſt, upon Reflection, admit the 


which I have been raiſing againſt the Pobility of 
it, and which it will, I; hope, upon a ſhort Re- 
view, to be no ſuch immodeſt Preſump- 


tion to ſuppoſe. If I have, for Inſtande, ſhewn Recayire- 
you that it is evident at firſt Sight from the Na- /ation , 


ture of the Thing, and every Conſideration of its“ Af. 


known Properties and Effects, tbat Reaſon can * 


never poſſibly be that Principle which-.is ta, make 


all Men of one Mind. That ſuch Accompliſh- 


ments as require Time and Parts 10: attain, au 
never be univerſally neceſſary, and what à reaſon- 
able Maſter can expect at our Hands. That a 
proper Proviſion of Faith, both as a Qualificati- 

| on, 
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on, and for its Influence, is — — — 
every Period of our Lives, and conſ 
can never admit of our going through 4 7 
bp wk though never - ſo obvious, to give 4 

and Authority with us, but muſt needs be 
in itſelf a plam and authentic Map, at 
Hand, to conſult every Step we proceed. That 


as our very Virtue depends entirely upon fuch Be- 


Lief, our | Belief can never depend upon our 
rational. Conviction, the: Privilege only of a few 
Students and Speculatiſtz=—Thar' even — re- 
gard to theſe moſt competent Judges, it is im- 
Poſſible to iconceive am the leaft Connexion berwixt 
2 Notion of | Duty, and uſſenting — wy 
any Propoſition, however ſtrongly ſupport 
That Arguments are \ properly but — — 
Inducements ſubmitted to our Undenſtanding for 
their Influence, and that, of Courſe, it can be 
lettle leſs than a Contradiftion in Terms, to tall 
of our being oblzged to let tbem be concluſpur.— 
That, wherever there is a Complication of Cir- 
cumſtances to be determined upon, Con ſequenees 
to be regularly drawn, and a ſummoning of Evi- 
dence in the Caſe; wherever there are all theſe 
Preliminaries to be firſt gone through, - tbe Ie 
can never, with any Certainty, be foretold, and 
muth leſs 'enjoin'd and preſorib' d. That there 
is a vaſt and very eſſential Difference to be taken 
betwixt the being of a ſufficient Force to ſupport 
a ſtrong Ap e of moral Probability in the 
| Naas of Things, and the Judgment of Men 


fſppeculatvely diſpoſed, and the being ſuffciently 


calculated to estort an Aſent one that 
hears it: Betwint the — y pe 
bably, on due Confideration bad, lead a Locke or 
Newton into the Perſuaſion, and thoſe that muſt 
have: that uncontrollable Effect upon al] that 
come within the Reach of their magnetic Impulſe, 
e-- 99 as 


W 


1 9 — CC. | ” _ —_ — - _— __—_ 
4 Pb < — —ę— — * 


] 
1 
| 
p 
1 
4 
wy 
- 
'$ 
* 
e 
2 
"1 
e 
n 
re 
ie 
n 
ly 
at 
O- 
or 
ſt 
at 
ſe, 
as 


iy 


1 


61) 

aa to compel a whole People at once into the Ac- 
knowledgment.— And that therefore, however 
plauſibly Chriſtianity may be enforced as Fa, 
it can yet — 2 as a Goſpel, in Virtue 
of any Arguments deduced from Reaſoning, — 
That the giving all Men Leave to determine of 
the Goſpel as the Matter ſhall appear to | their 
Reaſon, is, it it happen to appear otherwiſe than 
true, a Liberty entirely deſtruZive of \ the very 
Notion of @ true Fuith authoriſing Inſidelity in 
Form, and ſetting it the ſame Footing, in 
Point of Conſcience, with the Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf. 

I can never, I ſay, after all this expeRt any 
ſuch Solutions from you in Return in 1 
rreaſoning Hypotheſis, as I am ſure you — 
your own Heart, have the juſteſt Contempt for: 
ſuch as Mens thinking by Deputy the hel they can, 
when they are not quali fied to think for- them- 
ſelves ; or, what has ſometimes been urged; the 


ingenious Contrivance of abating a Degree of Evui- 


dence; 10 leave the more Room for the Merit 4 


Voluntiers, | with the Duty of cultivating a pi 
Propenſity tothe: Aﬀfiemative, | the falickiog 
the Aſſent of our own Minds; and endeavour- 
ing to help our Unbehef, To deſtroy at once all 
the Views for which all ſuch extraordinary Com- 
ments could ever be coined, I have infiſted 
ago, as a main Precluſion of all Notions of the 
examining Kind, that —It is evident Religion 
nows 10 ſuch Situation as that of a | Moment” s 
Neural that we have no Allowance to 
ſtand neuter in Religion, even ſo much as whilſt 
the Queſtion of its Truth is in Debate; which, 
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to be made a Queſtion. \- © 
And might not one now alreadyi bum [this 
[ſhort negative View of che Caſe, almoſt veawre 
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to take upon one to pronounce boldly, upon the 
Authority of one's own Reaſon, that ſuch a 
Scheme, as that of Unanimity upon this Subject, 
can be by no other poſſible Method to be effected, 
than that I have been contending for, of a con- 
fant and particular Revelation imparted ſeparately 
and \ fupernaturally to every Individual? And how 
much more abſolutely fatisfatory then muſt it 
be to a Chriſtian" Szeker, if upon our ſearching 
into his own Scripture Account of the Matter, 
there appears, to be indeed ibis very Method 
which we might ſo naturally expect, there ex · 
actly deſcribed, and ſet forth to us for the Pur- 
fe £5507 - | WL 57-2 5 1 n 

eit all that I have hitherto been urging may 
have had the wiſf'd Effect to remove only the 


contracted Incumbrance of this one fatal and 


fundamental Prejudice, Mat it is by Rea ſon- 
ing that you are to come to the Knowledge of all 
—— Truths; my only remaining Part is to 
— moſt ardent Prayers in your Behalf 
at the Throne of Grace, not for Leifure for you 
to conſult, or Sagacity to apprehend all the a- 
cute Leſſons of a Hammond or Grotius upon the 
Subject, but that God would be pleaſed himſelf 


 toilluminate and irradiate your Mind with a per- 


fe&- and 'thorough Conviction of the Truth of 
his holy Goſpel; that the ſame holy Spirit that 
firſt dictated that divine Law, would powerfully 
ſet to his Seal, and atteſt its Authority in your 
Heart, that he would be graciouſly vouchiafed 
to renew once more his diſregarded Notices, 
and eſtabliſn in you an uncontrovertible Know- 
ledge of its ſtriẽt Veracity, ſuch a one as that, 
with the enlighten'd Apoſtle, you may at once 
believe, and be ſure that Jeſus was the Cbriſt. 
Such a full and home felt Perſuaſion, as will ren- 
der ſuperfiuous all your farther Care and purpoſed 
oy) | Labour 


1 
Labour in the Search, by fixing you in the happy 
ant a true, a zealous, and unalterable Diſciple 
of Chriſtianity. 

Indeed, the fitting down to examine into the 
Truth of Religion at this Time of Day, cannot 
but appear to my Senſe a very ſtrange Kind of Lan- 
guage from one in your Situation. From a Native 
of California or the Cupe, there might perhaps 
be nothing ſo extraordinary or unbecoming to hear 
of ſuch a Propoſal. But you diſclaim, it ſeems, in 
your Philoſophical Sufficiency, all the partial Ad- 
vantages of Birth and Education (though many 
would eſteem themſelves nota little favour'd in 
the Diſtinction: But the Notion of Local Merit, 
as you expreſs yourſelf, the being born to par- | 
ticular Privileges, and bebolden to Actident, as | 
you call it, for true Opinions, are Circumſtances | 
your rational Spirit can by no means digeſt, | 
which is as much as to ſay, ** that you are reſolv- 
«ed to reap no Benefit from the Covenant of 
Grace, except you are to have the preſcribing 
„the Means yourſelf, and that you will be con- 
t tent to accept of Salvation only upon your on 
« Terms, and in your own Way.“ For tell me, 
mY that are ſo induſtriouſly looking out for the 
roofs of Chriſtianity, are you not then the while 
a Chriſtian ? Are you not at this Inſtant a baptiz- 
ed and covenanted Chriſtian? And is not this be- 
ing indeed a Chriſtian toall Intents and Purpoſes 
already, and in the Way that God himſelf has pre- 
ſcribed us? To what Purpoſe then all this mighty 
Buſtle and Parade for holding of this folemn 
Trial upon the Occaſion, and all for the Sake of 
repeating only at the beſt a Deciſion you have 
long ſince given in the Cauſe? Curiqſitate non 
opus eſt poſs Chriſtum, nec inqui/itione poſs evan- 
gelium, gquum credimus * defideramus ultra _ 
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dere, ſays Teriwlian. Or, to make Uſe of a Ritl 


reater Authority. Male not thyſelf . otherws/t, 
25 ſhould — deſtroy thyſelf ? 5 indeed, 

ſhould 2 affect, in Vanity of Heart, to be more 
a Chriſtian than any of your honeſt Neighbours, 
or be ſolicitous for a different Method in your Re- 
ligion from that of other People? For Heaven's 
Sake, are there then, in your Opinion, two 
Kinds of Chriſtianity, one for the vulgar and il- 
literate, and another adapted to Diſciples of 8 
more refined Genius, and exalted Speculations? 
Does not plainly, as I obſerved. above, the Hu- 
fant's Belief anſwer as effectually all the Demands 
af the Goſpel, as that of the farſt Proficient and 
higheſt Gradugie in Divinity ? And is it not ac- 
cepted (if not preferred) as at leaſt an egya/Claim 
to all its Rewards with that of the belt of them? 
And what would your Lhe Reaſon more? Be 
content then, in God's Name, to be een as good 
à Chriſtian only as your Sifer,. whom you cannot 
doubt to be equally entitled to all the Means of 
Grace and Hopes of Glory with the groudeſt Nbi- 
loſopher, who is even wiſer thay the Aged, becauſe 
a meek and humble Diſciple of that true ¶ iſdom 
to lich cometh from above... No, if we do but once 
xartily and truly believe, it is a very invidious, 
as well as ſuperfiyous Diſtinction to concern our: 
ſelyes about, whether we know by the Teſt oi our 
Underſtandings upon what Grounds we believe, or 
not. Be ſatisfied henceforth that there is aKind of 
Evidence of Power beyond what Reaſon can ever 
pretend to furniſh, ſuch as brings with it that cor 
A Peace and Aſſurance of Mind to which all Con- 
pickion by human Means is an utter Stranger, ſuch 
as you lee can enable your pious Mother with! 
but any of the reputed Advantages of academic 
Inſtitution to pronounce with ſo much perempto- 
| : | 17 
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Juſtice on all religious Cauſes, and reprove, 
with ſo good a Grace, all the well gloſſed Here - 


* ſes of a letter'd Clarke. 


To come till cloſer, if poſſible, to the Poine, 
and ſpeak home, once for all, to this unaccount- 
able Project; it is a Practice of common Pru- 
dence, generally obſerved in our . Affairs, 
to aſk ourfelves beforehand, upon any Under- 
taking of Moment,. What Probability of Suc- 
ceſs ? and what new Advantages in Proſpect to 
ariſe to us, when we have ſucceeded ? Now, ac- 
cording to this Rule, it ſhould, one would ima- 
sine, be Conſideration ſufficient to deter your 
au e in your preſent Enterprize, that in the 
firft Place this Reaſon will, in all Probability, 
never have the Effect propoſed of confirming our 
Faith; and, in the next Place, will be ſuperflu- 

ous if it has; and that you are at preſent as welt 
withour it. Fr taking it, I ſay, at the beſt, and 
ng that you ſhould now ſucceed to your 
Wim in this Attempt, what is — mighty _ | 
vantage after all, that can farther 3 
from 20 Conviction of this Kind; in allats A's 
Propriety ? Nay, what if even this very Caution 
of mine againſt the Attempt ſhould chance at laſt 
to find you (as I can eaſily enough concetve it 
may) N actually convinced by Reaſon in 
Fort of the Truth of all theſe Matters as they 
ſtand related to us? Will fach an Event enfured 
be any Matter of Triumph in general againſt my 
A bert, which has all along ſuppofed ſack a 
Conſequence to fach an Enguirer no le 
Thing ? Or what Concluſion can you take upon 
*. to draw from the Succeſs you hive 2 

nd in the Experiment: Oun y tr aſſure yourſe} 

from any Aude That bas help'd you to, that 
you! ſhatl as” * certifinfyeontin — 
What 
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what-you are for an Hour together? and, confes, 
quently, can it giye you any Foundation or Right. 
to be recommending farther a like Trial elſe- 
where? Or, if you could indeed anſwer. never 
ſo. aſſuredly for your own Conſtancy, may not. 


again, as I have ſo often reminded you, the ſame. 
perſpicuous Proofs, that have determined you to 
pronounce ſo confidently for their Concluſiveneſs, 
fibly take a very different Turn in different 
Hands, affect your next Neighbour in a quite con- 
trary Light, and leave him ag confirmed an Infi-. 
del? The Effect you haye happily experienced 
in your own Perſon, does not, however, . 
you by any Means the Standard, or give you 
any Right to expect that other People ſhould con» 
cur in making juſt the ſame Judgments of Things 
which you have done; the Reaſon of your Diſ- 
ciple will, in all Probability, prove a very diffe- 
rent Scale from that you have been working with, 
and though you, by the particular Advantages of 
your Turn and Education, may be indeed Die to 
do that Juſtice to the Merits of the Cauſe, as to 
trace in them all this cogent Farce to the Amount 
of a Demonſtratian ; of what Significance and 
Weight can you expect all this to prove towards 
the affecting of Minds altogether unyerſed in the 
Practice of drawing Inferences and Deductions, 
and which muſt therefore neceſſarily continue all 
the while in the Dark, even amidſt all thoſe gla- 
ring Lights which your diſcerning Sight ean diſ- 
cover round them ? It is not therefore by any 
Means my being conyinced myſelf, no, nor even 
the moſt abſolute Perſpicuity I may diſcover in 
the Argument, that can authoriſe my promiſing 
fer like Succeſs to another in his ſpeculative EE 
ays ; and therefore Men ſhould be very cautious 
e eee 
EE we 


; 
| 
; 
7 
? 
; 
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ceptical 'Controverſies, unleſs they could be cer-! 
tain enough beforehand of their Judges, as welt 


ſt 


as their Cauſe, to enable them to promiſe per- 


emptorily for a ſatisfactory Iſſue, there being, as 


I have before remarked, no Proviſion made, ei- ; 


ther by God or Man, for ſincere Infidelity as a 
2 Conſequence of a fair Enquiry into the 

erits of Religion. He that believeth not, ſhall: 
be dated. No Exceptions or Allowances what- 
ſoever for any profeſſing to have uſed all poſſible 
1 of Information, and remaining ſtill diſfa- 
tisfied. | | 


But, once more, what if after all (which may | 


likewiſe poſſibly happen to be the Caſe) the pow-. 
erful Evidence on the Side of Religion ſhould in- 


deed fail in its Influence, and not appear ſatisfac- 
tory enough to you to enforce the Profeſſion of 
it? What if, on the other hand, the ſpecious 
Gloſſes of Infidelity ſhould poſſibly happen to ob- 
tain at laſt even in your own Opinion upon this 
Scrutiny ; if the plauſible Pretexts of ingenious 
Sophiſtry ſhould prove ſo far of Force in the 
Queſtion, as unhappily to miſguide your Reaſon 
by their artful Repreſentations of the Cauſe of Er- 
rar? Why © the Sincerity of your Intention, you 
« ſay, will-acquit you, becauſe” you have done 


*« your beſt: Your, juſt Judge, you. ſoy, can 


<< never expect of you to do more than is in your 
« Power, or to be convinced. ſooner, Which is 
as much as to fay, that you will either do what 
God commands you, or take Care to come 
* prepared to juſtify your Refuſal to his Satisfac- 
«+ tion; never obſerving the while that all your 
Reaſonings of this Stamp are grounded upon the 
monſtrous Suppoſition that God would enjoin a 
Thing that you ſhould be able to give ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Reaſons for not complying with, * 


So 
= 
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geſt Deluſion ſure! to direQly oppoſite by; 
Maker's expreſs Command, and yet flatter —.— 
felf with Hopes of being provided with a ſuf- 
ficient Excuſe for your Diſobedience. Babali to 
obey is better than Sacrifice, and to comply than 
to be making Apologies. | 

L ſhall now releaſe you from all ' farther - Ron 
tendance, with the moſt cordial Admonition of 
one who has indeed a Father's Concern and In- 
teteſt in all your Succeſs. Its Meaning at leaft 
I think you mult allow, whatever 
you may poſlibly find to its Authority. My Son, 
truſt thou in the Lord with all thy Heart, and lean 


not unto thine own Uniaftanding. , 


